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INTEODUCTION TO THE PBESENT EDITION. 



The following is a new edition of one of the most important 
and valuable works of the late venerable Robert Haldane. It 
concerns a question which is every daj acquiring more and 
more importance, whether we regard the aggressive move- 
ments of Romanism, or the still more subtle progress of 
rationalistic and infidel neology. From two different and 
opposing quarters the Holy Scriptures are assailed : on the 
one hand by Popery, and on the other by scepticism. It has 
been truly said that ^ in the Bible and the Bible only, is con- 
tained the religion of Protestants." Against the free use of 
the Bible, Rome has ever launched her most envenomed 
diafts ; and although Rome never dared to deny either the 
genuineness, the authenticity, or the inspiration of the sacred 
Books, yet the Tridentine decrees have corrupted the pure 
Word of God, by interspersing with it the fables, false doc- 
trines, and uninspired productions of the Apocryphal writers. 
In contending against the errors of Popery, it is the wisdom 
of Protestants to stand by the unadulterated Bible, as the 
mighty bulwark of their faith, and to follow the example of 
our blessed Lord, who in his temptation in the wilderness 
quenched all the fiery darts of Satan, by presenting the Scrip- 
tures as the shield of faith, pointing to the ** true sayings of 
God," and exclaiming, ** It is written. " 

But what are the Scriptures ? In our Lord's time 
the Scriptures which he commanded the Jews to search, and 
to which he appealed, whether in contending with the devil, 
or in reasoning with the Jewish doctors, were the writings 
of the Old Testament. These writings had be6n committed 
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to the guardianship of the Jews, and amidst all the heavy sins 
laid to their charge, we never read that our Lord accused 
them of betraying their trust. The books of the New Testa- 
ment were collected and preserved by the early Christians, 
and have come down to us uncontaminated amidst the con- 
fusion of Eastern heresies and Romish apostasy. Still, after 
the genuineness and authenticity of the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments are established, it may yet again be 
asked, What abe the Scbiptubes ? Do they embody a re- 
velation from heaven, and do they contain that revelation in 
a form of absolute purity ? Are they the writings of fallible 
men, or are they *' the true sayings of God ? " Is the Bible 
fallible or infallible ? Is it wholly or only partially inspired? 
These are the questions discussed in the second part of this 
treatise, and it must be allowed that they deeply concern 
every reader of the Bible. 

Robert Haldane was a man of whom it was truly said, that 
he was '* mighty in the Scriptures." He had studied them in 
all their magnificent outlines and all their minutest details. 
When he went to Geneva in 1816, and single-handed encoun- 
tered the gross darkness which at that time brooded over 
that once illustrious city, it was his knowledge of the Bible 
that chiefly impressed the students whom he invited to his 
house, and it was his own faith in the Bible as the Word of 
God, and in the promise of the Holy Spirit to those who 
study it, that animated those efforts, which, to use the words 
of M. Frederic Monod, have indissolubly connected his name 
with the revival of religion on the continent. Before that 
memorable mission he had published what embodied the ori- 
ginal of the following treatise. It was contained in two 
chapters of his work on the " Evidence and Authority of Di- 
vine Revelation." He had been long impressed with a sense 
of the dangerous consequences of the unwarrantable theory 
of a graduated scale of inspiration, which Doddridge had im- 
ported from Germany into the Dissenting academies of Eng- 
land. He had seen that a large proportion of Dr Doddridge's 
pupilfli such A Priestly, Price, Belsham, and others, had lapsed 
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into Socinianism, and he knew that this theory was derived 
from the rationalising period which commenced with Gro« 
tins and Le Olerc. He was resolved, therefore, in the Lord's 
strength, to stem the tide which was setting in, and confident 
in the goodness of his cause and in the force of divine truth, 
he published his uncompromising statements of the full in- 
spiration of Scripture, — an inspiration extending not merely 
to the thought and sentiments, but to the words and phrases 
of the sacred writers. 

The Apocrypha controversy in the Bible Society gave fresh 
importance to this discussion, and in 1827 Mr Haldane re- 
printed his two original chapters, with additions suggested by 
the new ground assumed by those who either assailed the 
canon or inspiration of the Bible. Those who have objected 
to Mr Haldane's doctrines, as if he had argued for ** mecha- 
nical dictation," have read the work to very little purpose. 
Having established the genuineness and authenticity of the 
books of Scripture in the first part of his treatise, he consi- 
dered that it was from their own testimony alone that we can 
justly derive our notions of their authority. He then proves 
that divine inspiration is claimed by its sacred writers on be- 
half of all and every part of the Holy Scriptures, and chat 
without such inspiration the Bible could not be the book of 
God. The seeming discrepancies to be found in the Bible, 
or the enantiopTumcB, as Ghrysostom termed them, are after 
all only enantiophonoe, or seeming but not real discrepancies. 
The differences in style, although indicating the different 
instruments employed, do not detract from the character of 
inspiration. It is not for man to dictate to the Almighty 
whether he shall employ the pen of Paul the disciple of Qa- 
maliel, or of Peter the unlettered fisherman of Galilee; 
whether Amos the humble herdsman of Tekoa, or Daniel 
the chief of one hundred and twenty princes of the provinces 
of Persia, shall record in their own style the word of the 
Lord. " The Holy Spirit," says Mr Haldane, *' could dic- 
tate to them his own words in such a way that they would 
also be their own words uttered with the understanding. The 
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style of the Scriptures is the characteristic style of the dif- 
ferent writers ; but God is its author." Their indiyiduality 
might be fully preserved^ and yet their inspiration be com- 
plete. 

. In a letter addressed to Mr Haldane by the Bey. Dr Gor- 
don, (and published in the lives of Robert and James A. 
Haldane), that venerable and judicious divine remarks :— 

" I have really nothing to suggest on your chapter on in- 
spiration. I have perused it again, and it appears to me 
complete. I see that at page 138, you have the substance of 
what I hinted the other day, about the varieties to be found 
in parallel accounts of the same transactions. At the same 
time, I think it might be useful to enlarge a little upon it, as 
I have reason to believe that it is one of the strongest points, 
in the estimation of the supporters of degrees of inspiration. 
It is evident that the variety militates no more against plenary 
inspiration, than against the inspiration of superintendence, 
if the Holy Spirit sanctioned variety, and it might be shown 
that such variety is of essential importance in the gospel nar- 
ratives, in bringing out very interesting views which could 
not be exhibited in a single narrative. What would you 
think of offering something in the way of a definition of what 
you mean by plenary inspiration ? For one of the arguments 
of opponents will be to attach a meaning to the expression 
which you do not attach to it. For example^ they wiU as^ 
8ume that it made the inspired writers mere mechanical utter- 
ers o/ sounds. I am aware that you have met this fully at 
page 138, in the paragraph beginning 'Neither does the dif- 
ference,' &c. But perhaps to enunciate it as a proposition 
might bring it more clearly out." 

The objection to Mr Haldane's treatise as if it represented 
inspiration as a mechanical dictation, was thus both foreseen 
and guarded against; and it is therefore the more surprising 
that a learned and discriminating writer like Dr Eadie could 
so far misconceive the scope of an argument, which a theo- 
logian of Dr Gordon's accurate and logical turn of mind pro- 
nounced to be '^ complete." An attempt to explain the mode 
of inspiration has been the snare of many whose theories 
have misled ihem as to the faiet. It was the great ^cf, that 
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ail Scripture is giyen by inspiration of €k>d, for which Mr 
Haldane contended. To explain a miracle, was a task to 
which he knew that man's limited and imperfect faculties 
were unequal, and he had not the arrogance to pretend to 
unravel the mystery of the operation of God's Holy Spirit. 
The learned and eloquent Professor Gaussen of Geneva has, 
in his celebrated work entitled Theopneustia, or, *' It is Writ- 
ten," very ably and eloquently illustrated the subject of in- 
spiration. That work may be reckoned an appropriate, if 
not a necessary companion to the following treatise, — ^*'It 
was your writings," says M. Gaussen, writing to Mr Haldane, 
26th March 1840, " It was your writings which first made 
me feel the importance of being immovable on that doctrine ; 
and the more I advance, the more am I convinced of its 
truth." At the end of the same year, Dr Gaussen, in for- 
warding a copy of his book, again addresses Mr Haldane— 

** Allow me to address to you this volume. You will read 
it not only with the interest you take in the subject, but with 
that which jovl have in the author. It was yourself who 
Jvrat made him feel the truth and importance of this doctrine, 
and it was your excellent book which kindled in him the de- 
sire that there might appear in French some work adapted 
to the wants of our cnurch, and answering the objections 
which are most current among us. I shall always take a 
filial and fraternal interest in hearing tidings of you; and as 
to your writings, / consider them as bearing more than cmy 
other modem works the character of an aecuratey profound 
theology," 

In an age which would recognise no authority but man's 
perverted reason, it becomes one of the most important duties 
of the Christian to contend for the supreme and infallible 
authority of the written Word. It is easy to magnify diffi- 
culties as to supposed discrepancies in matters of detail, and 
to forget that in books so various, so extensive, extending 
over so many centuries, the marvel is, not that difficulties are 
so many, but that they are so few. Every new attack on 
the integrity or accuracy of the books of the Bible, however 
startling at first, has called forth new evidence in their favour; 
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and although there may be errors in transcription^ and con- 
sequently many various readings, it never has been proved 
that there is one original flaw or imperfection in the sacred 
oracles. 

There are two things in regard to the great and funda- 
mental doctrine of inspiration, which are often most illogically 
confounded. The one is the fact of inspiration, and the other 
is the mode. Is the Bible the word of God, or is it only the 
word of fallible man ? Is it given by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost, so as to have '* God for its author, salvation for 
its end, and truth without any mixture of error for its sub- 
ject ?" Or is it only the word of man ? Or is it partly the 
word of man and partly the word of God, containing truth 
or error as the case may be? These are questions of/actf to 
be determined on the evidence of those credentials, in virtue 
of which the Bible asserts its authority over every soul of 
man, and appeals him to the final judgment-seat of the Eter- 
nal Jehovah. The greatest Bibliolatrist on record was our 
blessed Lord himself, and '^ it is written** was the only answer 
he deigned to the subtle temptations of the apostate spirit. 
The Pentateuch, which is the portion of the Old Testa- 
ment most assailed by the Germans, was his chief armoury, 
and especially the last book of the Pentateuch, which their 
folly has deemed most indefensible. " It is written," were 
the words by which Jesus Christ quenched all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one, and left the seal of his own autho- 
rity stamped on the canon and inspiration of the Old Testa- 
ment. 

But if we are asked as to the mode of inspiration, how it 
was that the Holy Spirit communicated the truths which He 
indited ; whether it was by illuminating the natural faculties 
of the writers, and causing them to write each in his own 
style and under the impulses of his own feelings ; or whether 
it was by some miraculous infusion of new thoughts, new 
feelings, and new impulses, — these are questions which con- 
cern that which is not revealed, and about which it will pro- 
bably be wiser not to speculate in our present state of igno* 
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ranee and imperfection. Holy Scripture shows that there 
may be different modes of inspiration, although all issuing in 
the one fact that they communicate to us by different means 
the mind and will of God. At one time, the dumb ass, me- 
chanically and unconsciously speaking with mau's voice, re- 
bukes the madness of the prophet. At another, Balaam is 
himself inspired to reveal the secrets'of the future, and, soar- 
ing to the regions of sublimity, becomes an unwilling, although 
not unconscious or mechanical witness to the future glories 
of the people he desired to curse. At a later period, Caiafhas 
is moved by the Holy Ghost unconsciously to bear witness 
to the priestly offices of Christ, whilst all the while he fancies 
he is uttering his own words, as he breathes out slaughter 
against the Lord of glory. This is a mystery, but it is a fact. 
On other occasions, we read of the holy prophets searching 
what and what manner of things the Spirit within them did 
testify, through their believing lips and willing pens, even 
when they were conscious that their understanding was but 
partially enlightened. At other times we see evangelists and 
apostles inspired to record those things that were ^' brought 
to their remembrance," and also inspired to omit much that 
they would have been delighted to tell, and we should have 
been delighted to read. But in the midst of all these diverse 
operations of the same Spirit, we hear as it were the voice 
from Heaven proclaiming the great fact, that '* all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God," and that " holy men of old 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 

The moral discords between the spirit of the Old and New 
Testaments have indeed been triumphantly alleged by Cole- 
ridge, as an argument in favour of his cloudy and speculative 
scheme of partial inspiration. But such an objection is futile 
in the extreme, and only indicates of how little avail are 
genius and intellect to solve the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, unless genius and intellect be content to humble 
themselves that they may be exalted. The denunciations of 
the wicked are not in the Old Testament more terrible than 
our Lord's denunciations of the Pharisees; and if the revela- 
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tion of the wrath of God against all unrighteousness and un- 
godliness of men, be consistent with Divine love, no humble- 
minded Christian can be greatly stumbled by that sublime 
hatred of evil and evil men which breathes through the psalms 
of David. Considering the difference of the habits and cus- 
toms of the world, the prevalence of polygamy, and other de- 
partures from social rectitude, the freedom of the Old Testa- 
ment from sanctioned moral discords with the New, is, as it 
has been justly remarked, ^one of its most supernatural 
features." 

The more the subject is studied, the more clearly will it 
be seen, that all Scripture is given by. inspiration, and is in 
very deed the Word of God, Like all the other works of 
the Almighty, it is stamped with the impress of perfection; 
and the very things which are sometimes alleged to indicate 
the contrary, will at the last only serve to swell the anthem 
of praise, <* O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God ! How unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out ! " 

ALEX. HALDANB. 

118 Wbstboubne Tebeacb, Htde Park, 
London, May 26, 1853. 
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Thb Canon and Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures are sub- 
jects of the highest importance to every Christian. The Di- 
vine Books contain the only information with respect to the 
salvation of sinners; and the duties, privileges, and hopes of 
the heirs of heaven. All that can be known of the mind of 
God, and of the future state of man, must be learned from 
them. The theories of men with respect to the things of 
God, and all reasonings respecting revealed subjects, grounded 
on any other foundation but the Divine declarations, are not 
only fallacious as far as concerns their immediate objects, but 
prevent an accurate acquaintance with the ways of God, by 
opening innumerable devious paths, which deceitfully promise 
to lead to heavenly knowledge. 

The Bible not only contains things that are divinely 
accredited as true, but it contains all the truth on divine 
subjects that is accessible to man. Hence every thing that 
respects the particular books composing the Canon, and the 
inspiration of these books, is of the liveliest interest to every 
Christian. Whatever tends to invalidate the authority of any 
particular book of the Canon, or to add other books to the 
number, ought to be met with the most decided opposition, 
as threatening to rob us of the most precious revealed truth, 
or to impose on us the traditions of men as the command- 
ments of God. To reject a book whose authenticity rests on 
the authority of the Canon, is not only to give up the portion 
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of divine truth which such hook contains, hut to take away 
the evidence of every other hook standing on the same autho- 
rity. If one hook of the Canon is given up, how shall any 
other he retained on the authority of that Canon ? Is it a 
light matter to admit a principle that unsettles the evidence 
of every book of the Bible ? Is it an innocent thing to charge 
as superfluous, unimportant, unholy, or unworthy of God, any 
thing that there is authority to hold as his Word? .What, 
then, shall be said of those Christians, who have not only dis- 
covered an unbecoming facility in surrendering parts of the 
hook of God, but have laboured with the most strenuous ex- 
ertions to unsettle the Canon, and have availed themselves of 
every resource, with which a perverse ingenuity could supply 
them, to degrade some of the books that are as fully authen- 
ticated as any in that sacred collection ? 

In like manner, to recognise a book, not authenticated by 
the Canon, is to invalidate the authority of the Canon, and to 
lay a foundation for the admission of unaccredited books to 
an indefinite extent. It is obvious, that those who do so can- 
not be assured of the truths which they receive, nor that they 
have all revealed truths in the Bible. Such a mode of pro- 
ceeding degrades the Word of God, unsettles the faith of the 
Christian, and greatly mars his edification and comfort. 

The inspiration of the Scriptures is of equal importance 
with the authority of the Canon. If God is not the author 
of them, in the fullest and most complete sense of that term, 
we cannot receive them as the Word of God. The Scrip- 
tures so plainly assert their inspiration, that it is matter of 
astonishment that any who profess to believe them should 
have denied it. Yet many have contrived to hold the word, 
and to deny the thing itself. In this way, they perhaps hide 
even from themselves the boldness of their unhallowed specu- 
lations. That inspiration extends to words ^ well as to mat- 
ter, is so obvious, that it never could have been questioned^ 
if those who deny it had not misled themselves by their vain 
reasonings on the subject, or taken the contrary for granted 
without inquiry, on the authority of others. A writing in- 
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spired by God self-evidently implies, in the very expression, 
that the words are the words of Qod ; and the common im- 
pression of mankind coincides with this most entirely. That 
the inspiration is in the matter, not in the words ; that one 
part of Scripture is written with one kind or degree of inspi- 
ration, and another part with another kind or degree, is con- 
trary to the phraseology, and totally without foundation in 
any part of the Scriptures themselves, and never could have 
suggested itself as a natural meaning of the word. This un- 
holy invention is the figment of an ill-employed ingenuity, 
either to invalidate some Scripture truths, or to repel some 
objections, which appeared otherwise unanswerable. It is an 
expedient to serve a purpose, and as little to be approved, when 
it is used to defend the declarations of God, as when it is 
used to overturn them. Tet degrading views both of the 
Canon and Inspiration of the Scriptures too generally pre- 
vail ; and the writers of most influence on the public mind, 
instead of correcting these errors, lend all their influence to 
their establishment. 

The plenary or verbal inspiration of the Holy Scriptures is 
not only established by the most express passages in the way 
of direct authority, but it is a matter of no light consideration 
that there are no opposing passages on the other side. Hardly 
an error ever was maintained, but what could press some 
passage of the Word of God into its service, by the use of 
torture. Indeed, very many important truths of the Divine 
Word are not without their difficulties, from passives that 
afford a handle to human ignorance and human depravity. 
While these are always capable of a solution in penfect ac- 
cordance with the truths to which, at first sight, they may 
appear to be opposed, they prove a test of our submission to 
the Divine Wisdom. They manifest the childlike disposition 
of the people of God ; but they are as g^ns and snares to the 
wisdom of this world, and the wise are taken by them in their 
own crafbinesss. As the contiguity of the Oanaanites mani- 
fested the unbelief of the people of Israel ; so these passages, 
in the Divine Wisdom, bring out into open avowal the en- 
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mity of men to the truth of God. But the inspiration of the 
Scriptures in the words, as well as in the matter, is not op- 
posed by any difficulty of this kind ; and the authors of the 
low and derogatory view of the Word of God, which ascribes 
to it different degrees of inspiration, cannot plead a single 
passage that will afford them even the shadow of support. 
Their doctrine is but a theory — a theory in opposition to the 
most express assertions of Scripture, and not countenanced 
by the allegation of a single text. 

Whence comes the Bible ? is a question in every way wor- 
thy of the deepest attention of the Ohristian. The grounds 
on which is rested the happiness of this world, and of the 
world to come, can never be too deeply examined. The title^ 
deeds to so immense an inheritance are worthy of the con- 
stant researches of the life of man. 

To establish with the utmost precision what are the books 
belonging to the Canon of Scripture, to fix the brand of re- 
probation on all false pretenders to the honour of inspiration, 
and to vindicate the writings of the Old Testament and the 
New, as the words of the Spirit of God, can at no period be 
a useless labour. But present circumstances add greatly to 
this importance, and recent events have discovered not only 
ignorance on these subjects, where knowledge might have been 
expected, but opposition even from the friends of the gospel. 
It is much to be regretted, that unscriptural opinions concern- 
ing these subjects have long been entertained, and have of 
late been advocated by persons, who might have been expected 
to be the most zealous in opposing their progress. The 
Christian public are in the greater danger from the infection 
of this heresy, that it is propagated by persons whom they 
have long been accustomed to regard as among the^brigbtest 
ornaments of true religion. Had these dangerous opinions 
made their appearance in the works of Socinians, Christians 
would have stood on their guard against them. But when 
the Canon is unsettled, and verbal inspiration is denied by 
men who profess to hold the distinguishing doctrines o£ the 
gospel, many will be misled. If, then, we are commanded 
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to contend earnestly for the faith once deliyered to the saints, 
it is surely our duty to contend for the Canon and Inspira- 
tion of the Bible, by which only that faith can be ascertained. 
Our reverence for the Bible depends on our full conviction 
of the plenary inspiration of the Apostles and Prophets, and 
our being satisfied that our Bible exclusively contains their 
writings. On these subjects the mind of every Christian 
should be fully informed and firmly established. Just views 
respecting them exalt our conceptions of the perfection of the 
Holy Scriptures, and tend to make us better acquainted with 
their contents. The opposite views have a contrary tendency 
in a very high degree. 

While the natural opposition of fallen man to God leads 
some to open and avowed infidelity, it operates on a still 
greater number in the way of indifference to religion. It 
leads them to be satisfied with very lax and general views on 
a subject to which they are indisposed, but which they dare 
not altogether neglect. Under the influence of this indif- 
ference, many entertain no fixed views in regard to the Bible. 
They admit that the Scriptures contain a revelation from 
God, and that many parts of them are, therefore, entitled to 
our utmost reverence; but they do not perceive that all parts 
of the Bible, whether history, prophecy, praise, or precepts, 
are so many integral and connected parts of one great whole, 
intimately connected vnth the cross of Christ, which forms 
the centre of revelation, without reference to which no part 
can be understood. They may read the history of Israel, 
they may believe the facts recorded, and yet remain com- 
pletely unacquainted with the instruction conveyed. They 
may admire the proverbs of Solomon as the dictates of the 
wisest of men: they may derive benefit fi*om them in the re- 
gulation of their conduct in the world; while their souls 
deave to the dust, and they are treasuring up for themselves 
wrath against the day of vfnrath. They may read the pre- 
dietions of the desolation of Tyre and Babylon; they may 
acknowledge the proof which these afford of the Divine fore- 
knowledge, while they remain utterly ignorant of the nature 
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of that kingdom to the estahlkhment of which all such events 
were subservient, and with which every part of revelation is 
closely and inseparably connected. But when God opens the 
understanding to understand the Scriptures, when men are 
made to know that all the prophets, both in the history of 
the past and the predictions of the future, bear witness to 
Christ, and that every circumstance recorded in the Word of 
God is a part of the testimony of Jesus, then they are led to 
exclaim, ** O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God!'' to pray with the psalmist, ** Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law;" and with the Apostle, they follow on to apprehend 
Christ Jesus the Lord^ in the diUgent study of every part of 
the Word of God. 

This naturally produces just views on the subject of inspira^ 
tion. Unless the mind be misled by fals€^ teaching, or per- 
verted by some unscriptural theory, it puts an end to idle 
and impious speculations about supernatural influence being 
unnecessary, when the sacred penmen are speaking of " com- 
mon or civil affairs;" and about their mentioning " common 
occurrences or things in an incidental manner as any other 
plain and faithful men might do." We behold the Word of 
God composed of many parts, but forming one grand con- 
nected system, like a building/ so admirably constructed, that 
every stone increases its beauty and stability, and not one of 
which could be removed without injury. We behold the 
wisdom of God in employing so many persons to labour in 
distant ages, and in different departments, producing in their 
various compositions a revelation of his will, complete in all 
its parts, and distinguished by the most perfect unity, without 
the shadow of discrepancy, redundancy, or deficiency. From 
not perceiving this, some attach different degrees of authority 
to different parts of Scripture. In the same way, many pre- 
fer the discourses of Jesus to the other portions of the New 
Testament, although, when about to leave the world, he in- 
formed his Apostles that there were many things which at 
present they could not bear, but which he would afterwards 
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commanicate to them by the teaching of his Spirit. Accord- 
ing to his promise he endued them with power from on high, 
and consequently in their writings we have the completion of 
divine revelation, the exhibition of the great salvation which 
at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and which he 
more fully explained by speaking in his apostles; 2 Cor. xiii. 3. 

It is the object of the following pages to exhibit the abun- 
dant evidence by which the authenticity of the books of the 
Old and New Testaments is confirmed, and to prove that 
the inspiration to which the Scriptures lay claim, is in the 
fullest sense plenary in every part of them, extending both to 
the ideas, and to the words in which these ideas are expressed. 
Hence the Scripture is described as the Word of God, and 
the words of which it is composed are represented as pro- 
ceeding out of his mouth. This language is conclusive on 
the subject, and lay directing the sacred writers to employ it, 
God has ascribed to himself whatever is written in the Bible, 
and requires all to listen to ms Word with the utmost rever- 
ence; Isa. i. 2, 20. 

An account is given in the following pages of the Apocry- 
phal writings, with the reasons that forbid their being re- 
ceived along with the Word of God. Their usurpation of 
the place they have long occupied in the estimation of many, 
is traced to its origin ; and their presumptuous claims to in- 
spiration, or to any authority, are exploded. This is the 
more necessary, as many are but little acquainted with the 
manner in which these forgeries have obtained the situation 
they hold in the Bibles of Roman Catholics and even of 
Protestants, or with the impiety of their contents. It is 
proved that the Apocrypha is not a part of God*s Word, and 
that, instead of being a book of useful though uninspired in- 
struction, it is a book of imposture and destructive delusion. 

A work has just appeared from the pen of Mr Carson, in 
which the false theories of inspiration exhibited in some late 
publications are triumphantly refuted.* The reader who 

* The Theories of Inspiration of the Rev. Daniel Wilson, Rev. 
I>r Pye Smith, and the Rev. Dr Dick, proved to be erroneous; with 
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desires to eKamioe Idib important subject will find it adyan- 
tageous to read that work in connection with this publication. 
They both refer to it in different points of view. The one 
is in proof, the other in reply. The one aims at exhibit- 
ing the evidence, and the ot^er answers objections; and 
in order to have at once a view of the evidence drawn from 
Smpture of the doctrine of inspiration, and a solution of 
the most plausible cavils against it, both should be per- 
used. A question o£ such importance demands full con- 
sideration, and if ingenuity has exerted its utmost efforts 
to shroud this subject in darkness, detail ought not to be 
thought tedious in restoring light and order. These publi- 
cations will, it is hoped, enlarge the views and fortify the 
convictions ai ChristiaiMs respecting the divine origin and ab- 
solute perfection of the Holy Scriptures, and will prove that 
those who recognise distinctions in the inspiration of the 
Word of God, or who make concessions that virtually sub- 
vert it, are changeable with no slight evil. Afber candidly 
weighing what is advanced, they will have reason to conclude 
that in the Bible they possess the whole Word of God, and 
nothing but his Word. In the appendix it will be grateful 
to them to obs^ve, that the views of the inspiration of the 
Bible maintained in these publications are not new. They 
will see, by a number of quotations, that though too mudi 
neglected, and even opposed by many, the doctrine of the 
plenary inspiration of the Holy Scriptures has been, from the 
earliest times, the faith of some of the greatest ornaments of 
the church of God. 

Remarks on the Christian Observer and Eclectic Review. By 
Alexander Carson, A.M., minister of the g:ospeI. Sold by W. Whyt© 
and Co., Edinburgh; T. Hamilton and Co., London; and W. Carson, 
Dublin, &;c., price 3e. 6d. 
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OLD TESTAMENT. 

Tcra Bible, which contains the account of the origin, 
progress, and nature of the Christian religion, is the 
production, not of one period, but of many ages. The 
writers of it succeeded each other during the space of 
about 1500 years. The Scriptures of the <Md Testa- 
ment far exceed, in antiquity^ all other historical re- 
cords. Moses, who wrote the first five books, iired 
more than 1000 years before Herodotus, the feather of 
Grecian history; and rather earlier than the time of 
Herodotus, Ezra and Neh^niah completed the histori- 
cal part of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

The longevity of the first generations of men rendered 
a written reyelation, between the fall of man and the 
promulgation of the law at Sinai, less necessary, as the 
knowledge of the divine will was, during tiiat period, 
transmitted firom one age to another, by very few indi- 
Tiduals. From Adam to Moses, although a space of 
about 2500 yeans, it passed iiurough only four interme* 

* A genuine book is one written by the person vbose name it 
bears as the author of it. An authentic book is one that relates 
matters of fact as they really happened. 
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diate persons. In all that time, God made himself 
known by visible interpositions and signs, as in the 
cases of Cain and Babel, and held direct communica- 
tion with prophets, who were revered as such by the 
people among whom they lived, which tended to pre- 
serve his truth from being corrupted. Thus it was 
sufficiently early in the days of Moses permanently to 
record that authentic revelation which was then deli- 
vered. But, at that period, when the age of man was 
reduced nearly to its present limits, God separated a 
people from the nations, and gave them such an esta- 
blishment, that full security was afforded for preserving 
entire his written word. 

Moses, who, at the giving of the law, acted the part 
of a mediator between God and the people of Israel, 
was called up to Mount Sinai, where he received those 
laws and institutions that were then enjoined. These, 
together with the history of the creation, and of what- 
eyer, from the beginning, was necessary for the instruc 
tion of the people of God, were committed by him to 
writing, in five books, and deposited in the tabernacle 
by the side of the ark. 

These five books, called the Book of the Law, and 
also known by the name of the Pentateuch (or five 
volumes), constitute the first part of the sacred records, 
and include the history of about 2550 years. The law 
was read every Sabbath-day in the synagogues, and 
again with solemnity every seventh year. The king 
was required to copy it, and the people were commanded 
to teach it to their children, and to bear it as ^^ signs 
upon their hands, and firontlets between their eyes." 
The remaining books* of the Old Testament, composed 
by different writers, carry the history of Israel beyond 
the Babylonish captivity, and contain the messages of 
a succession of prophets till 420 years before the coming 
of Christ, when, at the distance of about 1030 years 
from Moses, Malachi, the last of the prophets, wrote. 

* The exact time when the book of Job was written ia not 
known. 
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The books that compose the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures were held by the Jews, in erery age, to be the 
genuine works of those persons to whom they are 
ascribed ; and they have also been uniyersally and ex- 
clusiyely, without any addition or exception, considered 
by them as written under the immediate influence of 
the Spirit of God. They preserved them with the 
greatest veneration; and, at the same time, carefully 
guarded against receiving any apocryphal or uninspired 
books. While the Jews were divided into various sects, 
which stood in the most direct opposition to each other, 
there never was any difference among them respecting 
the authority of the sacred writings. 

The five books of Moses were also preserved by the 
Samaritans, who received them nearly 700 years before 
the coming of Christ. Whatever disagreement, in 
other respects, subsisted between them and the Jews, 
and however violent their enmity against each other, 
they perfectly united in admitting the authenticity and 
inspiration of the law of Moses, which they both adopted 
as their religious rule. In addition to all this, about 
280 years before the Christian era, the whole of the Old 
Testament was translated into Greek, — a language which, 
from the time of Alexander's conquests, was commonly 
understood by the nations of the world. Thus Jews^ 
SamaritaiM^ and all the civilised worlds had access to 
these sacred books^ which prevented the possibility of 
their being either corrupted or altered without its being 
generally known. 

We are assured by Josephus, the Jewish historian, 
who was born about five years after the death of Christ, 
and who lived in the time of the Apostles, that the 
Jews acknowledged no books as divine but twenty-two. 
" We have not," he says, " an innumerable multitude 
of books among us, disagreeing irom, and contradicting 
one another (as the Greeks have), but only twenty-two 
books, which contain the records of all the past times, 
which are justly believed to be divine. And of them, 
five belong to looses, which contain his laws, and the 
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traditions of the origin of mankind till his deaih. This 
interral of time was little short of 3000 jears. But as 
to the time from the death of Moses, till the reign of 
Artaxerxes, king of Persia, who reigned after Xences^ 
the Prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what 
was done in their times in thirteen hooks. The re- 
maining four books ccmtain hymns to God, and pre- 
cepts for the conduct of human life. It is true, our 
history hath been written since Artaxerxes very parti- 
cularly, but hath not been esteemed of the like authority 
with the former by our forefathers, because there hath 
not been an exact succession of prophets since that time : 
and how firmly we have giren credit to these books of 
our own nation, is evident by what we do ; for during 
so many ages as hare already passed, no one hath been 
so bold as either to add any thing to them, to take any 
thing from them, or to make any change in them ; but 
it is become natural to all Jews, immediately, and from 
their rery birth, to esteem these books to contain Di- 
rine doctrines, and to persist in them, and, if occasion 
be, willingly to die for them." — (Josephtu, ed. 1784, 
vol. ii. 361.) The books here referred to are precisely 
the same that from the beginning hare been received 
by Christians, and that are still acknowledged by the 
modem Jews, concerning whose undivided attachment 
to them, all that is here asserted by Josephus is verified 
to the present day. 

The authenticity of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
against which there is no contradictory testimony, is con- 
fiirmed by many collateral evidences of customs, tradi- 
tions, and natural appearances, that have been collected 
from every part of the world. It is likewise supported by 
all the notices to be found respecting them in the most 
ancient heathen historians. Josephus appeals tothepuMic 
records of difierent nations, and to a great number of 
books extant in his time, but now lost, as indisputable 
evidence, in the opinion of the Heathen world, for the 
truth of the most remarkable events related in his His- 
tory, the account of the early periods of which he pro- 
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fesses to have taken principallj from the Pentateuch. 
Porphyry, one of the most acute and learned of the 
early enemies of Christianity, admitted the genuineness 
of the Pentateuch, and acknowledged that Moses was 
prior to the Phoenician Sanchoniathon, who lived before 
the Trojan war. He even contended for the truth of 
Sanchoniathon's account of the Jews, from its coinci- 
dence with the Mosaic history. Nor was the genuineness 
of the Pentateuch denied, by any of the numerous 
writers against the Gospel, in the four first centuries, 
although the Christian fathers constantly appealed to 
the history and prophecies of the Old Testament in sup- 
port of the Divine origin of the doctrines which they 
taught. The power of historical truth compelled the 
Emperor Julian, whose favour to the Jews appears to 
have proceeded only from his hostility to the Christians, 
to acknowledge, that persons instructed by the Spirit of 
God once lived among the Israelites ; and to confess that 
the books which bore the name of Moses were genuine ; 
and that the facts which they contained were worthy of 
credit. 

Of the genuineness and authenticity of their Scrip* 
tures, the Jews had the strongest evidence, which pro- 
duced a corresponding impression. The five books of 
Moses are addressed to the Israelites as his contempor- 
aries, and had they not been both genuine and authen- 
tic, they never could have been imposed on his country*- 
men, whose religion and government were founded upon 
them. The transactions of their own times were nar- 
rated by the several writers of the other books, and the 
truth of their respective histories was witnessed by all 
their countrymen who lived at the same period. The 
plainest directions were given for ascertaining the truth 
of the mission of all who declared themselves prophets, 
those who were sent being furnished with ample creden- 
tials, while every one who pretended to deliver the mes- 
sages of God, without these credentials, was to be put 
to death. Deut. xviii. 20. And although false pro* 
phets did arise, and for a time obtained a degree of in- 
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fluence, their wickedness was exposed by the failure of 
their predictions, or by the judgments inflicted on them, 
as in the case of Hananiah. From the miracles, too, 
which the people of Israel constantly witnessed, as well 
as the fulfilment of the prophecies all along taking 
place, they had complete proof that the true prophets 
wrote by the authority of God himself. During the 
whole period from Moses to Malachi, a succession of 
them was raised up, under whose direction the Word of 
God was infallibly distinguished from all counterfeits ; 
and by their means, in connection with the visible in- 
terference of the God of Israel in punishing those who 
made the people trust in a lie, the Scriptures were pre- 
served pure and unadulterated. 

These books are handed down to us by that nation, 
whose history they record with an impartiality for which 
we shall seek in vain in the annals of any other his- 
torians. There are here no national prejudices, and no 
attempts at embellishment. The history of the people 
of Israel is recorded by the uncompromising hand of 
truth. Their ingratitude, and their obstinacy, are alike 
exposed ; their sinful incredulity on many occasions is 
published ; their virtues are not magnified, and their 
courage is not extolled. This history contains an ac- 
count, not in confused traditions, but in minute detail 
of time, place, and circumstances, of great public facts 
transacted in the presence of the whole people, in which 
they were actors, and of which permanent memorials 
were instituted at the time when they occurred.* These 

* Mr Leslie, who writes on Deism, in proving the authenticity of 
the books of Moses, lays down the following rules as a test of truth, 
which all meet in these books. Wherever they do meet, what they 
refer to, he affirms, cannot be false; on the contrary^ they cannot 
possibly meet in any imposture whatever. 

** 1. That the matter of fact be such, that men's outward senses, 
their eyes and ears, may be judges of it. 

'* 2. That it be done publicly in the face of the world. 

** 3. That not only public monuments be kept in memory of it, 
but some outward actions be performed. 

" 4. That such monuments, and such actions, or observances, be 
instituted, and do commence from the time that the matter of fact 
was done. 
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facts inrolyed their submission to a religion entirely dif- 
ferent from that of all the surrounding nations, which 
laid them under great and painful restraints, and to laws 
and institutions, which, while they secluded them from 
the rest of mankind, exposed them to their utter detes- 
tation and contempt. Had such facts never taken place, 
they could not at any period have been forced upon the 
belief of a whole nation, so as to be ever afterwards ac- 
knowledged by them, tmthout one dissenting voice. It 
is a striking singularity in their laws, that they were 
promulgated, not from time to time, but in one written 
code, and were permanently binding both on the rulers 
and the people, neyer to be in any respect either altered 
or enlarged. 

Nor are the Jews alone referred to as witnesses of 
some of the most important of those transactions, the 
scene of which is not laid in an obscure corner, but in 
the midst of the most civilised nations of the world. 
The entrance of their ancestors into Egypt ; their con- 
tinuance for centuries, and increase there ; the manner 
in which they were oppressed ; the causes of their being 
suffered to depart, and the awful catastrophe which ac- 
companied that departure,— ^are facts in which the people 
of Egypt were equally implicated with themselves. Their 
subsequent continuance during forty years in an uncul- 
tivated desert; their invasion of Palestine; the long- 
continued contest, and their final occupation of that 
land, — were public and permanent facts, brought home 

" The two first rules make it impossible for any such matter of 
fact to be imposed on men at the time when said to be done, because 
every man*s eyes and senses would contradict it. The two last rules 
render it impossible that the matter of fact should be invented and 
imposed some time after/' 

After proving, in a variety of ways, that all his four rules meet in 
the books of Moses, he observes : — *^ Yon may challenge the whole 
world to show any action that is fabulous, which has all the four 
rules or marks before mentioned. It is impossible. I do not say 
that every thing which wants these four marks is false, but that 
nothing can be false which has them, allj* 

It is said that Dr Middleton endeavoured for twenty years to find 
out some pretended fact to which Mr Le8lie''s four rules could be ap- 
plied, but without success. 
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to the inhabitants of that countrj, who Hved in the 
centre of the civilised world. The train of t^e history, 
too, which, as well as the style and tendency of all the 
separate books, is entirely consistent with itself, proceeds 
in so uniform a manner, and one thing so naturally rises 
out of another, that unless on the supposition of what 
goes before, that which follows cannot be accounted for. 
This remark holds good with respect to the state of the 
Jews eyen to this day ; .and all that is recorded is neces- 
sary to explain their present unexampled situation. 
Impressed with an unalterable conTietion of their divine 
origin, they have, at the expense of every thing dear to 
men, tenaciously adhered, as far as circumstances per- 
mit, to the outward form of the religion, the laws, and 
the institutions engrossed in their sacred records. And 
although they themselves are condemned by these books, 
and know that they are employed to support a system 
which they mortally hat^ they have, imder all circum- 
stances, down to the present hour, continued to be faith* 
fill depositaries of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

*"' The honour and privilege," says Bishop Cosin, in 
his History of the Canon of the Holy Scripture, *^ which 
the posterity of Jacob some time had, above all the world 
besides, was to be that peculiar people of God, to whom 
he was pleased to make his laws and his Scriptures 
known; nor was there then any other church but theirs, 
or any other oracles of God, than what were committed 
to them. For they had all that were then extant, and 
all written in their own language. 

''These they divided into three several classes, whereof 
the first comprehended thb fivb books of mosbs ; the 
second all the prophets ; and the third those writings 
which they call the C/iethuUmy or books that were 
written by the holy men of God, who were not so pro- 
perly to be ranked among the Prophets : From whom 
both the Jive Books of Moses and these Chethuhim were 
distinguished, because howsoever they were all written 
by the same prophetical spirit and instinct which the 
Books of the Prophets were, yet Moses having been their 
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special lawgiTer, and the writers of these other hooks 
baying had no public mission or office of Prophets^ (for 
some of them i/vere Kings^ and others were greca and 
potent persons in their times), they gare either of them 
a peculiar class by themselres. 

^^ In this diyision, as they reckoned Five Books in the 
first class, so in the second they counted Eighty and in 
the third Nine; Two-und-Twenty in all; in number 
equal to the letters of their Alphabet^ and as fully com- 
prehending all that was then needful to be known and 
believed, as the number of their letters did all that was 
requisite to be said or written, ^nd hereof after this 
manner they made their enumeration : 



The Books of Mosos 



Four BookB of th« 
former Prophets 



Four Books of the 
, ktter Prophets 



4. 



And the rest of the 
Holy Writers 



Genesis, 

Exodns, 

Leviticus, • 

Numbers, 

Deuteronomy, 

Joshua, 

Judges and Ruth, 

Samuel, 1 and 2, 

Kings, 1 and 2, 

Jeremiah, and his 

Lamentations, 
Ezekiel, 
The Book of the 12 

lesser Prophets^ 
King David^s Psalter, 
King Solomon's ProTerbs, 
His book of the Preacher, 
His Song of Songs, 
The book of Job, 
The book of Daniel^ 
The books of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
The book of Esther, 
. The book of Chronicles 1 and 2, 



•V. 



•4. 



VIIL 



IX. 



XXIL 



^^ Which last Book of the Chronicles^ containing the 
sum of all their former histories, and reaching from the 
creation of the world to their return from BtAylon^ is a 
perfect epitome of all the Old Testament^ and therefore 
not unfitly so placed by them, as that it concluded and 
closed up their whole biblb. 
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^' Other divisions of these books were afterwards made, 
and the order of them was somewhat altered, (as in 
divers respects they may well be,) but the books were 
still the same; and as the number of them was never 
augmented, during the time of the Old Testament, so 
there were no additional pieces brought in, or set to any 
of them at all. 

*'It is generally received, that after the return of 
the Jews from their captivity in Babylon^ all the books 
of the Scripture, having been revised by Ezra (then 
their priest and their leader), who digested them like- 
wise into those several classes before rehearsed, were 
by him, and the prophets of God that lived with him, 
consigned and delivered over to all posterity. But this 
is sure, that after his age, and the time of the prophet 
Malachi (who was one among those that prophesied in 
that time), there were no more prophets heard of among 
the Jews till the tim6 of St John the Baptist, and there- 
fore no more prophetical and divine Scriptures between 
them. 

^' The BOOKS, then, of the Old Testament, such and 
so many as they were after the captivity of Babylon, in 
the time of Esdras (Ezra) the same, and so many 
being accurately preserved 'by the Jews^ and continuing 
among them unto the time of our blessed Saviour (as 
they do likewise still unto this very day), without any 
addition, imminution, or alteration, descended to the 
Christians^* 

Nothing, then, can be better authenticated than the 
canon * of the Old Testament, as we now possess it. 
We have the fullest evidence that it was fixed 280 
years before the Christian era, when, as has been 
noticed, the Greek translation, called the Septuagint, 
was executed at Alexandria, the books of which were 
the same as in our Bible. And as no authentic records 
of a more ancient date are extant, it is impossible to 

* The word canon signifies a rule or a law. Hence the books of 
the Holy Scriptures, taken together, are called the Canon, as de- 
signed by Qod to be the rule of our faith and practice. 
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ascend higher in search of testimony. As held hy the 
Jews in the days of Jesus Christ, their canon was the 
same as when that translation was made, and it has 
since then heen retained hy them without any yariation, 
though hy separating hooks formerly united, they in- 
crease their number. The integrity and Divine origi- 
nal of these Scriptures are thus authenticated by a 
whole nation — the most ancient that exists — who have 
preserred them, and borne their testimony to them, 
from the time of Moses down to the present day. 
That nation was selected by God himself to be his 
witnesses, (Isaiah xliii. 10,) to whom he committed <^ the 
liyely oracles," and amidst all their wickedness he pre- 
yented them from betraying their trust, the Jews never 
haying given admission into their canon to any other 
books but to those which by his prophets and servants 
were delivered to them. 

In addition to the unanimous testimony of the 
Jewish nation to the genuineness and authenticity of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, of which they had been con- 
stituted the depositaries, we have the decisive attesta- 
tion of the Son of God. Jesus Christ, who appeared 
on earth 1 500 years after Moses, the first of the pro- 
phets, and 400 years after Malachi, the last of them, 
bore his testimony to the sacred canon as held by the 
Jews in his time, and recorded it by his holy Apostles. 
Among all the evils with which he charged the Jews, 
he never once intimated that they had in any degree 
corrupted the canon, either by addition, or dimunition, 
or alteration. Since vnth so much zeal he purged the 
temple, and so often and sharply reprehended the Jews 
for perverting the true sense of the Scriptures, much 
more, we may be assured, would he have condemned 
them if they had tampered with, or vitiated, these 
sacred writings; but of this he never accused them. 
By often referring to the " Scriptures," which he de- 
clared ^' cannot be broken," the Lord Jesus Christ has 
giyen his fiill attestation to the whole of them as the 
unadulterated Word of God. ^' Search the Scripture$y 
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for in them ye think ye hare eternal life^ and they are 
they which teetify of tne** Here he warrants, in the 
most explicit manner, the canon of the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures. He told the Jews that they made the Word of 
Chd of none effect through their traditions. By caUing 
them the Word of God, he indicated that these Scrip- 
tures proceeded from God himself. In his conyersation 
with the disciples going to Emmaus, when, ^' beginning 
at Mosee and all the prophets^ he expoumded to them in 
(dl the Scriptures the things concerning himsdf^ he 
gave the most express testimony to erery one of the 
books of the Old Testament canon. Just before his 
ascension, he said to his Apostles, " These are the words 
which I spake unto you while I was yet with you^ thai 
(dl things must be ftUfUed which were written in the 
Law of MoseSy and %n the Prophets^ and in the Psalms^ 
concerning me," By thus adopting the common divi- 
sion of the Law, and the Prophets, and the Psalms, 
which comprehended all ike Hebrew Scriptures ^to 
which division Josephus, as we have seen, refers), he 
ratified and sanctioned, by his authority, the canon of 
the Old Testament, as it was received by the Jews; 
and by declaring that these books contained prophecies 
that must be fulfilled, he established their Divine in- 
spiration, since God alone can enable men to foretell 
future events. 

The same testimony is repeated by the Apostles, who 
constantly appeal to the Jewish Scriptures as *' ihelively 
oracles " of God. Referring to the whole of the Old 
Testament, Paul declares, that ^' all Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God." The term " Scripture," or " the 
Scriptures" (the writings), was then, as it is still, ap- 
propriated to the written Word of God> as both the Old 
Testament and the New are now, by way of eminence 
and distinction, called the Bible., or the Book. The 
same Apostle recognises the entire canon of the Jews, 
when he says, *' unto them were committed the oracles of 
God!* The fidelity of the Jews to their trust is here as- 
serted by Paul ; and those to whom he writes are re- 
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quired to adknowledge the Scriptures of the Old Testa- 
meut as of Divine authority. While the Apostles af- 
firmed that they spake *^ not the words which marCs wis^ 
dom te€u:keth^ but which the Holy Ghost tm<^€thf* they 
uniformly referred to the Old Testament Scriptures, as 
of equal authority with those of the New Testament, 
both of which, as commissioned by their Divine Master, 
they have delivered over to the Christian church as ^' the 
Word of God.'' Indeed, so manifestly is it the object 
of the Apostles to establish the Divine authority of the 
Old Testament, that though they were as fully inspired 
and accredited as the ancient prophets, or former ser- 
vants of God, and could establish the truth of any thing 
they taught by the miracles which they p^ormed, yet 
they reasoned out of the Old Testament Scriptures, 
proving and alleging from them the truth of what they 
declared. Instead of professing to give authority to 
what was iinritten in them, they imiformly appealed to 
those writings as authcxrity eqiml to their own. Paul 
declares, that the Gospel of God, to which he was se^ 
parated as an Apostle, was that " tchich he had promised 
afore by his Prophets in the Holy Scriptures" Bom. 
i. 2. * Here, where Paul asserts his Apostolic com- 

* Much important matter i8 contained in this verse. The Apostle 
here tacitly repels the accusation of the Jews, that the Gospel was 
a novel doctrine. He shows that the Old Testament is the promise 
of the New, and that the New is the fulfilment of the Old : by its 
prophecies which foretold a new corenant— l^ all that it promised 
concerning the Messiah — by aU its legal institutions which contained 
in themselves the promises which they prefigured — by the whole 
economy of the Law which prepared men for the reception of the 
Gospel — ^by all the revelations of grace and mercy which contained 
the Gospel in substance, and, consequently, promised its more full 
development. He also repels the accusation, that the Apostles were 
enemies to Moses and the Prophets; showing, on the other hand, that 
there was a complete agreement betwixt them. He establishes the 
authority of the Prophets and the inspiration of the Scriptures, by 
declaring that it was God himself who spoke in them. He shows 
whence we are to take the true Word of God and of his Prophets, 
not from verbal tradition, which must be uncertain and fluctuating, 
but from the written Word, which is certain and permanent. He 
teaches that we ought constantly to have recourse to the Scriptures, 
for that all in religion whioh is not found in them, is really novel, 
although it may have been received for many ageg; but l^t what is 
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mission, he gives the whole weight of his Apostolic au- 
thority to the ancient Scriptures, which he denominates 
^' holy writings," in which God, he affirms, had recorded 
his promises by his Prophets. When the same Apostle 
declares, that ^^ whatsoever things tcere written aforetime 
were written for our learning ; that we^ through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures^ might have hope^* he gives 
his attestation to the whole of the sacred writings, and 
proves that they exist entire; for he could not have said 
this if any of them had been lost,* or had any additions 
been made to them. 

From the important connection that subsists between 
the Old Testament and the New, the early Christian 
writers carefully examined the Jewish Scriptures, and 
have given distinct catalogues of these books, precisely 
the same as we now receive, and as they are still re- 
tained by the Jews. Melito, Bishop of Sardis, travelled 
in the second century into Palestine, on purpose to in- 
vestigate the subject. His catalogue, which is preserved 
by Eusebius, contains the canonical books of the Old 
Testament, and no more. He names the several books, 
comprehending under the Book of Ezra those of Nehe- 

found there is really ancient, although men may have for a long time 
lost sight of it. Such are the great truths contained in this com- 
pendious verse. 

* It is true, that the sacred writers refer to other books that do 
not now exist, as of Iddo the seer, but they do not refer to them as 
canonical bookSj but as civil records of the kingdom, such as the re- 
ference to the civil records of Persia in the Book of Esther. Were 
it even to be admitted that some epistles written by the Apostles 
have not come down to us, the fact would not imply that the Scrip- 
tures have lost an epistle, or a single word. There might have been 
hundreds of such inspired letters from the apostles, without imply- 
ing that ever they made a part of that collection that was designed 
by God to be a perfect and sufficient standard to all ages. TMs is 
said, not from a conviction that there ever existed any inspired let- 
ters of the Apostles except those which we posseBS,f but they may 
have existed in any numoer without affecting the integrity of the 
Canon, which some have weakly supposed would follow from the 
fact, if admitted. 

t " Some,** sayg Theodoret, '* imagine Paul to have wrote an epiitle to the 
Laodioeani, and accordingly produce a certain forged epistle so entitled ; but 
tlM boly Apostle does not say, ^ 9igk AmtHuutrnt, tbe epistle to the Laodi- 
ceana^ but, n^ ut AtUitfuimi, tbe epistle yWm tbe Laodioeans." 
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miah and Esther, to which they were commonly annexed, 
these three being by many accounted but one book. In 
the Jewish list, the Book of Nehemiah, only, was joined 
to Esther, as the Book of Lamentations was also annexed 
to Jeremiah ; but the Book of Esther was never wanting 
in the Canon of the Jews. The learned Origen, in the 
third century, gives a catalogue of the Jewish Scriptures, 
and says, ^* that the canonical books of Scripture con- 
tained in the Old Testament are twenty and two in 
number, which the Hebrews have left unto us, according 
to the number of letters which they have in their alpha- 
bet." Athanasius also, in the fourth century, specifies 
the twenty-two books, and, naming them one after 
another, in the same order in which they now stand, 
says, that "they are received by the whole church.*' 
Hilary of Poictiers, and many writers in the same cen- 
tury, affirm that these books alone were received as 
canonical. This fact is confirmed by the Council of 
Laodicea, which met in the year 363, and gave a list of 
the twenty- two books, the same as have been received 
both by Jews and Christians. 

Nothing can be more satisfactory and conclusive than 
all the parts of the foregoing evidence of the authenticity 
and integrity of the Canon of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures. The Jews, to whom they were first committed, 
never varied respecting them ; while they have been fully 
recognised by the Lord and his Apostles, and conse- 
quently their authenticity is established by express re- 
Telation. And that we now possess them as thus de- 
livered and authenticated, we have the concurrent testi- 
mony of the whole succession of the most distinguished 
early Christian writers, as well as of the Jews to this 
day, who, in every age, and in all countries, the most 
remote from one another, have constantly been in use 
of reading them in their synagogues. 

The Scriptures of the Old Testament that have been 
thus so faithfully preserved, and so fully attested, con- 
tain the most satisfactory and convincing internal evi- 
dences of their truth. The character of God which they 
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exhibit, nowhere delineated in the writings of an j of the 
wisest of this world, unenlightened hj revelation, is such 
as carries with it its own confirmation. The character 
they gire of man is yerified in the history of every na- 
tion, and of each individual. The majesty, purity, and 
suitableness to the condition of man of the doctrines 
they contain — the soundness and unrivalled excellence 
of the moral precepts they inculcate, and the glory of 
the succeeding dispensation which, towards their close, 
they point out with increasing clearness ; and all this 
confirmed and verified in the minutest particulars by 
the New Testament Scriptures, — form a body of internal 
evidence to which nothing but the deep corruption of 
the human heart, and the enmity of the carnal mind 
against God, could render any one insensible. 

In course of time, and in the progress of that cor- 
ruption in the churches which soon began to work, 
the sacred canon was defiled by the addition and even 
intermixture of other books, which, through the un- 
faithfulness of Christians, were admitted first as of 
secondary, and at length by many as of equal autho* 
rity and consideration with those of which it was com- 
posed. 

These books were called Apocryphal, and are supposed 
to have been so denominated from the Greek word 
afrox^vfrrco, to htde^^to conceal^ which is expressive of the 
uncertainty and concealed nature of their origin. Who 
their authors were is not known. They were written 
subsequently to the cessation of the prophetic spirit in 
the time of Malachi, who closed his testimony by re- 
minding the people of Israel of the authority of the Law 
of Moses, and intimating that after himself no prophet 
was to arise until the harbinger of the Messiah should 
appear. They were not written in the Hebrew language, 
in which all the books of the Old Testament were origi- 
nally composed, with the exception of a few passages 
in Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra, and Esther, which were 
written in Chaldee. Both Philo and Josephus, who 
flourished in the first century of the Christian era, are 
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altogether silent concerning these spurious hooks, which 
were not contained in the Septuagint version, as set forth 
hy the translators under Ptolemy;* and they form no 
part of those sacred writings committed hj God to the 
Jews, universally acknowledged and preserved by them 
entire. Above all, they have not received, like these 
boly writings, the attestation of Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles, placing upon them the broad seal of heaven, 
by whom they have never once been quoted. A real 
and essential difference was constantly maintained by 
the early Christians between them and the canonical 
books ; and it was not till the fourth century, when the 
churches had become exceedingly corrupt both in faith 
and practice, that they came to be permitted to appear 
with the canon. 

The Apocryphal books, though not admitted by the 
first Christian writers, or churches, to have any autho- 
rity in matters of faith, yet claim for themselves that 
authority, and even arrogate an equality with the Sacred 
Scriptures, to which they were at length advanced by 
the Church of Rome. They present themselves to the 
world as a part of the Word of God, sometimes com« 
municated immediately by himself, sometimes conveyed 
through the medium of angek, who are represented as 
standing before him. The claim to inspiration is not 
more explicitly asserted by the writers of the Scriptures, 
than by some of the authors of the Apocryphal books. 
No higher demand for attention to their messages can 
be made by holy Prophets and Apostles, than when they 

* ** Of the Oreei Septuagint Bible, (as it was first set forth in the 
time of PtolemsBus Philadelphus,) St Auguitin acknowledged no 
more hooks than what were then translated out of the Hebrew 
copies sent from JertucUwif where neither Tobit nor Judith, nor any 
ofthat class,yr tre to be found; for (whatever OeJiebrard saith of his 
own head to the contrary), those aaditional writings were brought 
in afterwards, and used only by the Hellenist Jews abroad at Baboon 
and Alexandria^ from whom they were, in time following, com* 
mended to be read by the Christians, but never made eqital with the 
other 8aered Scriptures, as they are now set forth in the Roman 
Septuagint by the authority of Sixtus Quintus, which is an edition 
of that Bible muiy ways depraved." — Cotii^ p. 98. 
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affirm, ^« Thus saith the Lord." Yet this is the language 
in which men are addressed hj these authors. They 
*^kavs daubed them over with untempered mortar^ seeing 
vanity^ and divining lies unto them^ sayino, Thus saith 
THE Lord God, when the Lord hath not spoken," Ezek. 
xxii. 28. 

In the second hook of Esdras, the writer having com- 
menced by declaring his lineage, affirms, ^' The word of 
the Lord came unto me, saying^ Go thy way and show 
my people," &c. ^^ Speak thou therefore unto them, 
saying. Thus saith the Lord** — '^ Thus saith the A Imighty 
Lord." This expression occurs four times in the first 
chapter. The second chapter opens with *^ Thus saith 
the Lord^* which in the course of that chapter is repeated 
nine times, and an angel is represented as speaking to 
the writer *' Then the angel said unto fw«. Go thy way, 
and tell my people what manner of things, and how 
great wonders of the Lord thy God thou hast seen." 
The rest of the book proceeds in the same strain, the 
author pretending to recite Divine communications, made 
to himself as had been made to Moses. 

In the book of Baruch, ii. 21, it is written, " Thus 
saith the Lord," 

In the book of Tobit a long interview with an angel 
is related, who affirms that he is one of the holy angels 
who go in and out before the glory of the Holy One. 
" Now, therefore," says this angel, " give God thanks, 
for I go up to him that sent me, but write all things 
which are done in a book." Tobit xii. 1 5, 20. God 
himself is often introduced by the Apocryphal writers, 
as communicating his will to them, and long speeches 
are ascribed to the Almighty.* Thus the writers of 
the Apocr3rpha come as the bearers of messages from 
God, and as such they deliver them to mankind. They 
profess to communicate a portion of spiritual light, not 
borrowed from the Holy Scriptures, but immediately 

* The absurd, unintelligible speeches, replete with trifling non- 
sense, ascribed to God in different places, prove the Apocrypha to 
be not only a human, but a most impiaiu composition. 
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derived from the source of light. In every sense of the 
word, these hooks present themselves as a part of Divine 
Revelation, and if they were what they pretend to he, 
would he entitled to equal attention and reverence with 
the Holy Scriptures. Here, then, there is no medium, 
and the conclusion is inevitahle : — The Apocrypha is 
either an addition made to the Old Testament Scriptures 
by God himself y or it is the work of lying prophets. This 
important question ought, therefore, to be considered by 
every Christian, and happily its solution is attended with 
no difficulty. 

The Hebrew Scriptures come to us, as we have seen, 
with the fullest and most unequivocal attestations that 
they are the oracles of God. On the other hand, if we 
examine the claim of the Apocryphal books, what do we 
observe? External evidence of their constituting a 
portion of Divine Revelation they have none. The 
question, then, on this ground alone, even were there 
no other to which we could appeal, is for ever decided 
against them. But in order to produce the fullest con- 
viction in the minds of all who know the truth as it is 
in Jesus, and to exclude every doubt, let us call another 
witness. We shall appeal, then, to the internal evi- 
dence of these writings. They contain within them- 
selves their own condemnation. They are inconsistent,' 
absurd, and contrary to the Word of God. 

Viewing the Apocryphal writings as added to the 
Holy Scriptures, what character do they present ? Do 
they offer any thing new, any thing that it might be of 
importance to know beyond what is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ? Do they 
teach us the way of God more perfectly ? This will 
not be pretended hy any one. Do their histories, which 
they present to us as true, comport with the dignity of 
Holy Writ ? Do they possess internal marks of being 
authentic ? Do they bear the character of a revelation 
from God, given for our instruction ? So far is this 
from being the case, that many of their narrations are 
ncredible and self-contradictory, and others irrecon* 
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dlabl J at yarianoe with the canonical Scriptures. They 
are defiled with a Tariety of errors, Tanities, low con- 
ceits, and other fJAults incident to human nature and 
human infirmity. While their style, far different from 
the grave and chaste simplicity, or the diyine and spi- 
ritual majesty, of the pure genuine Word of God, is 
deformed with leyity, and affectation of worldly wisdom 
and eloquence. 

The Apocryphal books are not only replete with ab- 
surdities, superstitions, and falsehoods, in their narra- 
tions, but aJso with false doctrines directly opposed to 
the doctrine of the Holy Scriptures, such as those of 
purgatory and prayers for the dead. But waiving for 
the present erery other charge against them on this 
head, let ns turn our attention to a single point of the 
last importance, which involves an answer to that most 
momentous of all questions. Haw ihall man be just be^ 
fore Ood 9 The Scriptures assure us, that if any man 
denies the doctrine of justification by faith without 
works, he becomes a debtor to do the whole law. What 
judgment, then, are we bound to form of a book which, 
openly contradicting this iiindamental doctrine, and 
exhibiting another way of acceptance with God, makes 
void the whole plan of redemption ? On this one point, 
then, of the explicit contravention by the Apocryphal 
books of the grand Scripture doctrine of justification, 
let them be tried ; — that doctrine, which is peculiar to 
the Christian religion, and unknown to every false one, 
and which so remarkably illustrates and honours the 
finished work of the Redeemer — that doctrine of which 
God in his Word has affirmed of the man who perverts 
it, that Christ shall profit him nothing. 

It is written in the Apocrypha, ^^ Whoso honoureth 
hi$ father maketh an atonement for hie «in«;" and 
agaiui ^' Water will quench a flaming fire^ and alms 
maketh an atonement for sins.** Eccl. iii. 3-30. Sen- 
timents more directly opposed to the doctrine of the 
Holy Scriptures, more dishonourable to God, more 
contrary to his holiness^ more derogatory to his justice^ 
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or more fraught with mortal poison, aad more destruc* 
tire to the souls of men, cannot be conceired. 

The Apostle Paul solemnly declared to the churches 

of Ghilatia, that if an angel i&om heaven should preach 

any other €U>spel than that which he had preached unto 

them, he should he accursed. That very occurrence 

which the Apostle thus supposes, has, according to the 

Apocrypha, been realised. An angel from heaven, it 

affirms, has descended and declared that he came from 

God. ^^ I am Raphael^ ans of t/ts ieven holy angel$y 

which present the prayers of ike saints^ and which go in 

and out before the glory of the Holy One; not of any fa* 

vour of miney hut by the will of our God I came" 

Tobit xii. 15, 18. And that very doctrine does this 

angel flatly contradict which the Apostle so earnestly 

inculcated, accompanied with the solemn asseveration, 

that the^urse of Gt>d should rest on any creature who 

dared to pervert it. *^ It is better," says this angel, '' to 

give alms than to lay up gold: for alms doth deliver from 

deaths and shall purge away all sin" Tobit xii. 8, 9. 

If the man or angel who shall preach another Gospel 

than that which the Bible contains, is pronounced by 

the Holy Ghost to be accursed, then must this awful 

denunciation apply to a book, which, pretending to 

record the message of an angel from heaven, teaches 

another Gospel. On the Apocrypha, therefore, does this 

anathema rest. 

The writers, then, of the Apocryphal books, ^^ who 
tread down the pastures, and foul the residue of the 
waters with their feet" (Ezek. xxxiv* 18), are, by con- 
fronting their doctrine with that of the holy Apostles, 
proved to be false prophets, against whom the wrath 
of God and many woes are denounced in Scripture. In 
opposition to their folly and wickedness, the Lord says, 
'^ The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream ; 
and he that hath my word, let him speak my word 
faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat ? saith the 
Lord. Is not my word like as a fire? saith the 
Lord ; and like a hammer that breakeUi the rock in 
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pieces?" Jer. xxiii. 28. — ^^The prophet "which shall 
presume to speak a word Id my name, which I hare 
not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in 
the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die." 
Deut. xyiii. 20. These, and many other passages, are 
pointedly applicahle to the Apocrypha. The writers 
of it may he justly termed prophets of deceit, and of 
their own heart, that prophecy lies in the name of the 
Lord, ** saying^ I haw dreamed^ I have dreamed!* Jer. 
xxiii. 25. They have indeed imitated the style of the 
Scriptures, like the impostors concerning whom it is 
written, ^' Therefore, hehold I am against the prophets, 
saith the Lord, that steal my words every one from his 
neighbour. Behold I am against the prophets, saith 
the Lord, that use their tongues, and say. He saith. 
Behold, 1 am against them that prophesy false dreams, 
saith the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my people 
to err by their lies, and by their lightness ; yet I sent 
them not, nor commanded them : therefore they shall 
not profit this people at all, saith the Lord/' Jer. 
xxiii. 30. *' Thus saith the Lord God, Wo unto the 
foolish prophets, that follow their own spirit, and have 
seen nothing !— Have ye not seen a yain vision, and 
have ye not spoken a lying divination, whereas ye say. 
The Lord saith it ; albeit I have not spoken ? There- 
fore, thus saith the Lord God, Because ye have spoken 
vanity, and seen lies, therefore, behold I am against 
you, saith the Lord God. And mine hand shall be 
upon the prophets that see vanity, and that divine lies/' 
Ezek. xiii. 3, 7-9. The Bible, then, and the Apocrypha 
stand in direct opposition in their doctrine, and the 
latter is denounced by the former, and lies under its 
heaviest anathemas. The Apocryphal books, when 
delivered to the people as part of the Divine oracles, 
are calculated by their absurdities to make men Deists 
or Atheists rather than Christians, and by their false 
doctrines to cause their readers to wrest the Scriptures 
to their own destruction. As their introduction into the 
sacred canon has been the grand and crowning device of 
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Satan for deceiving and corrupting the Christian world, 
and supporting the claims of the mother of harlots and 
ahominations of the earth, it will he proper to trace it 
from its origin. 

Although all the Apocryphal hooks had been called, 
by the first Christian writers, spurious and suppositious, 
as not being inspired, but, on the contrary, containing 
doctrines which subvert the very foundations of the 
Gospel, and of a sinner's acceptance before God ; yet 
some of them were at length selected as being supposed 
to be purer than the rest, and better entitled to be used in 
public readings and services, and on this account they 
received the name of Ecclesiastical or Church books. Of 
these there was even formed a register or inferior canon, 
to exclude such as were reckoned more erroneous or 
faulty ; and this, in process of time, occasioned the name 
of canonical to be given in common to the writings which 
were truly divine, and to those which were reckoned the 
best of the Apocryphal books. The books of the first 
canon were esteemed to be divinely inspired, and to be 
the certain rule of faith. The Apocryphal books were 
reckoned to be instructive and useful, but were excluded 
from all authority in matters of faith, and in determina* 
tion of controversies ; and when they came to be permit- 
ted to be read in the churches, the reader stood up in an 
inferior place.* It happened, however, in the course 
of years, that all these Canonical and Apocryphal books 
were conjoined and bound up together in one volume, 
for the greater facility of ecclesiastical use; and for the 
purpose of uniting the historical parts with the histo- 
rical, the proverbial with the proverbial, the doctrinal 
with the doctrinal, they were intermingled with one 
another, as at present in the Roman Catholic Bibles. 

* Angustine, ivho lived in the fifth century, relates, that when 
the Book of Wisdom, and other writings of the same class, were 
publiclj read in the church, they were giren to the readers or 
inferior ecclesiastical officers, who read them in a place lower than 
that in which those uniyersally acknowledged to be the canonical 
were read by the bishops and presbyters in a more eminent and 
ooDfpicuoos manner. 
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Bot this practice obtained no sanction from the primi- 
tive churches, or the best and earliest of the Christian 
fathers, who, on the contrary, strongly objected against 
it, and denied that these books were possessed of any 
authority. At the beginning, they were not acknow- 
ledged at all, nor admitted into any of the earlier 
catalogues of the Scriptures, and their introduction to 
that place which they afterwards unlawfully usurped 
was slow and partial. 

Justin, who suffered martyrdom for the Christian 
faith in the year 163, never, in any of his writings, 
cites a single passage of the Apocrypha] books, nor 
makes the least mention of them in his conference 
with Trypho ; while he speaks of it as a special work 
of Divine Providence that the Jews had been faithful 
preservers of the Scriptures. None of these books ap- 
pear in the catalogue of the Old Testament Scriptures 
of Melito, Bishop of Sardis, in the second century ; nor 
in that of Origen, in the third century. 

In the fourth century, Eusebius, who was Bishop of 
CaBsarea in the year 320, affirms, that from the time 
of Jesus Christ there were no sacred books of Holy 
Scripture besides those which had been received into the 
canon of the Jewish and Christian churches. He had 
read the Apocryphal books, and makes frequent quota- 
tions from them as the writings of particular authors* 
but never acknowledges any of them as a part of the 
canonical Scriptures. He declares that the authors of 
those books which bear the names of the Wisdom of 
Solomon, and the Wisdom of the Son of Sirach, are 
writers contradicted or not allowed in the canon. 
When Porphyry adduced some objections against him 
from the new pieces annexed to the book of Daniel, 
he said that he was not bound to defend them, because 
they, had no authority of Holy Scripture. 

In the year 325, the first general council was held 
at Nice, at which were present 318 bishops, besides 
multitudes of other Christians, from all the provinces 
and churches of the Roman Empire. That in the 
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Scriptures they made use of, ^' there were none of the 
controverted books, appears," says Bishop Cosin ^p. 
42), ** by the eridence and attestation which both uie 
Emperor Easebius, and Athanasius (the chiefest acton 
in this council), have hereunto giren us/' 

Athanasius, who flourished in the year 340, enume- 
rates the books of the Old and New Testament precisely 
as we now have them, and asserts that these alone are 
to be accounted the canonical and authentic sacred 
writings, admitted by the Lord and his apostles, and re- 
cognised by all the fathers and teachers of the church 
since the apostolic age. At the same time he reprores 
those who had intermixed a number of the Apocryphal 
books with the catalogue of the acknowledged books ot 
the Old Testament. 

** These things," says Cyril, who was Bishop of Jeru- 
salem in the year 350, '^ we are taught by the diyinely 
inspired Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 
For there is one God of both Testaments, who in the 
Old Testament foretold the Christ, who was manifested 
in the New. Kead the Divine Scriptures, the two-and- 
twenty books of the Old Testament, which were trans- 
lated by the seventy-two interpreters ; — read these two- 
and-twenty books, and have nothing to do with Apocry- 
phal writings. These and these only, do you careftilly 
meditate upon, which we securely or openly read in the 
church. The apostles and ancient bishops, governors 
of the church, who have delivered them to us, were 
wiser and holier men than thou. As a son of the church, 
therefore, transgress not these bounds; meditate upon 
the books of the Old Testament, which, as has been al- 
ready said, are two- and- twenty; and if you are desirous 
to learn, fix them in your memory, as I enumerate them 
one by one." The list of these books Cyril subjoins ; it is 
precisely the same as the Jewish canon which we receive.* 

* " Aalthough both he (Cyril) at JenuaUm and Athananui at 
Aiexandriay together with other di.urchei, had not the use of the 
Hebrew Bible among them, but kept themselves only to the Oreeh 
translation of the LXX., whereunto were afterwards commonly 
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The Council of Laodicea, which met in the year 363, 
prohibited the public reading of any books as sacred or 
inspired, except the canonical. In their 59th canon it 
is declared, '^ that priyate psalms ought not to be read 
(or said) in the church, nor any books not canonical, 
but only the canonical books of the Old and New Tes- 
tament." 

" The Hebrews," says Jerome, who was ordained 
presbyter of Antioch about the year 378, " have two- 
and-twenty letters, and they have as many books of 
divine doctrine for the instruction of mankind." He 
next gives a list of these books, and then adds, ^' This 
prologue I write as a preface to all the books to be 
translated by me from the Hebrew into Latin, that we 
may know that all the books that are not of this num- 
ber^ are to be reckoned Apocryphal. Therefore Wis- 
dom, which is commonly called Solomon's, and the book 
of Jesus the son of Sirach, and Judith, and Tobit, and 
the Shepherd, are not in the canon." In his Latin 
translation, called the Vulgate, Jerome intermingled the 
Apocryphal and inspired writings ; but to prevent mis- 
take, prefixed to each book a short notice, in which the 
reader was distinctly informed of its character, and ap- 
prized that the Apocryphal writings were not in the 
canon of Scripture. He says that to meet the preju- 
dices of the ignorant, he retained these *' fables," which 
though not in the Hebrew, were widely dispersed; but 
he adds, that according to his custom, he had marked 
these Apocryphal intruders with a spit or dagger, 
placed horizontally for the purpose of stabbing them.* 

added those ecclesi<istical boohs vrhich the Hellenist Jews first intro« 
duced, and received into their churches, that so all the most 
eminent books of religion written in the Greek tongue before 
Christ's time might be put together and contained in one volume; 
yet nevertheless they were always careful to preserve the honour of 
the Hebrew canon, which consisted of XXII. books only, divinely 
inspired; and accurately to distinguish them from the rest, which 
had but ecclesiasticcU authority.^* — Cosin^ p. 54. 

* After the third verse of the tenth chapter of Esther, where 
the Apocryphal addition to that book commences, Jerome has in- 
serted the following notice; it is the ancient Vulgate to which he 
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In his letter to Lasta, written about the year 398, giv- 
ing her instructions concerning her daughter Paula, he 
advises that she should read the Scriptures, and in this 
order — ^first the Psalms, next the Proverbs, the Acts, 
and the Epistles of the Apostles. Afterwards she may 
read the Prophets, the Pentateuch, the Kings and 
Chronicles, but no Apocryphal books; or, if she does, 
she should first, by way of caution, be informed of their 
true character. Jerome speaks of the fables of Bel and 
the Dragon, and says that the Apocryphal books do not 
belong to those whose names they bear, and that they 
contain several forgeries. In all his works he exph'citly 
maintains the distinction between Canonical and Apocry- 
phal books. '^ The latter," he says, *' the church does 
not receive among canonical Scriptures; they may be 
read for edification of the people, but are not to be 
esteemed of authority for proving any doctrine of reli- 
gion." His canon of the Old Testament was precisely 
that of the Jews; and though he and other ancient 
Christian writers sometimes quote the Apocryphal books 
by way of illustration, as they also do heathen writings, 
yet they had a supreme regard for the Jewish canon, 
consisting of those books which were received by the 
Jewish people as sacred and divine. 

Ephanius, bishop of Constantia, in the island of 
Cyprus, who wrote in the year 392, has thrice enumer* 
ated the books of the Old Testament as held by the 
Jews. Of the Apocryphal books he makes no mention, 
except of the Wisdom of Solomon, and the Wisdom of 
Jesus the Son of Sirach, of which, after referring to the 
canonical books, he says, '^ They likewise are useful, 
but not brought into the same number with the fore- 
going, and, therefore, are not placed in the ark of the 
Covenant." 

refers, which was the most common version of his time :— *' Qun 
habentar in HebrsBO, plena fide express!. Hsbc autem, quae squon- 
tar, scripta reperi in editione vulgata, quae QrsBcorum lingua et 
Uteris continentur : et interim post finem libri hoc capitulam fere- 
batur : quod juxta consuetudinem nostram obelo, id est veru, prse- 
notavimus.'* 
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Bafinus, presbyter of Aquileia, who wrote about the 
year 897, after giving distinct catalogues of the sacred 
Scriptures, both of the Old Testament and the New, 
adds as follows, '^ Howerer, it ought to be obserred, 
that there are also other books that are not canonical, 
but have been called by our forefathers ecclesiastical, as 
the Wisdom of Solomon, and another which is called 
the Wisdom of the Son of Sirach; and among the Latins, 
is called by the general name of Ecclesiasticus; bj which 
title is denoted, not the author of the books, but the 
quality of the writing. In the same rank is the book 
of Tobit, and Judith, and the books of the Maccabees. 
In the New Testament is the book of the Shepherd, or 
of Hermas, which is called the Two Ways, or the Judg- 
ment of Peter. All which they would bare to be read 
in the churches, but not to be alleged by way of au- 
thority for proving articles of faith. Other Scriptures 
they call Apocryphal, which they would not have to be 
read in the churches." Thus it appears that all the 
early Christian writers, while they were unanimous in 
acknowledging the Jewish Scriptures, rejected, with one 
accord, the Apocryphal books as uncanonical, or desti- 
tute of all claim to inspiration. 

The first catalogue of the books of the Old Testament, 
in which Apocryphal books were added to the Jewish 
canon, although some refer it to a later date, is that of 
the third, sometimes called the sixth council* of Car- 
thage, which assembled in the year 3*97, when the books 
of tne Maccabees were reckoned in the number of cano- 
nical books. But the word '' canonical " appears to have 
been used by them loosely, as comprehending not only 
the Jewish Scriptures, which were admitted as the rule 
of faith, but those Apocryphal books also which they 
esteemed to be useful. It is said, too, that Innocent, 
Bishop of Rome, in the year 402, confirmed this cata- 
logue ; but this is doubtful. Other fathers and councils, 
in the succeeding centuries, speak occasionally of these 
books as canonical, meaning, however, as appears, in the 
secondary sense, and generally with express declarations 
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of their inferioritj to the Jewish canon, when th&t ques- 
tion was agitated. Bat at length the Council of Trent, 
in the sixteenth century, in order to check the progress 
of the Reformation, pronounced the Apocryphal hooks 
(except the prayer of Manasseh, and the third and fourth 
books of Esdras) to he strictly canonical. From that 
period they hare usurped the name of inspired Scrip- 
tures, and have heen intermingled with the canonical 
books in the Bibles of Roman Catholics. Thus, in 
direct opposition to the command of God, an addition 
yfsa made to the sacred canon, in the yery worst form, 
of many entire books, and these not corresponding with 
the inspired writings, but in numerous instances, and 
most important particulars, directly contradicting them.* 
We hare thus observed the manner in which the Apo- 
cryphal books came to be connected with the canonical 
Scriptures. They were not admitted into the canon with- 
out much opposition. The most distinguished Christian 
writers often protested against them, and although those 
who patronised them maintained that they nerer meant 
to dignify these writings with any authority as rules of 
faith, yet a presentim^it, or foresight, of the abuse that 

* The following list of books, whicli is annexed to the decree of 
the Council of Trent, will show how completely the Apocryphal 
books are intermingled in Roman Catholic Bibles. The books of the 
New Testament are the same as in the Protestant canon. 



5 of Mos^, i.e. 

Genesis 

Ezodas 

LeTiticQS 

Numbers 

I>euteronomy 

Joshua 

Judges 

Ruth 

Kings, 4 

Chronicles, 2 

Ezra, 1 and 2 

Nehemiah 

Tobias 

Judith 

Esther 



Rest of Esther 

Job 

Darid's Psalms, 150 

ProTerbs 

Ecclesiastes 

Song of Songs 

Wisdom 

Ecclesiasticus 

Isaiah 

Jeremiah 

Baruch 

Ezekiel 



12 Prophets the less, 

i.e, 
Hosea 
Joel 
Amos 
Obadiah 
Jonah 
Micah 
Nahum 
Habakkuk 
Zephaniah 
Haggai 
Zechariah 



Daniel 

Song of Three Children Malachi 

Susanna Maccabees, 2, 1. & II. 

Bel and the Dragon 

Four books, it will be obserred, are incorporated in the body of 
ihe inspired texts of Esther and Daniel. 
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might be made of them, induced many in the churches, 
and even whole churches, to resist their introduction. 
The Christian assemblies of the East were their princi- 
pal opponents,' and more strictly observed the directions 
of the Apostle John, who had passed a great part of his 
life among them. This appears evidently from the con- 
duct and decisions of the Council of Laodicea above 
quoted, which was held in the fourth century, and which 
prohibited the reading of any but the canonical books in 
the churches. 

The introduction of the Apocryphal books probably 
originated in their being written, as is supposed, by 
Jews, who constantly refer to the authenticated history 
of their nation, and to the law delivered to their fathers. 
Although totally devoid of both external and internal 
evidence of their being from God, yet they came, as we 
have seen, to be considered as related to the Scriptures, 
not, indeed, as possessing Divine authority, but as pro- 
fitable for instruction ; and in this light they continued 
to be viewed till the Reformation, which was pro^ 
duced by an open appeal to the Word of God. In vain 
did the Man of Sin, at that era, protest against tamper- 
ing with the long established authority of the church — 
in vain did he endeavour to prevent the translation and 
circulation of the Scriptures ; the palpable abuses in the 
Popish system convinced multitudes that it could not 
be of God, and the desire of examining the Scriptures 
became irresistible. Amidst all this inquiry, however, 
the ignorance of Europe was so great, that the Council 
of Trent, above referred to, ventured to decree that the 
Apocryphal books were equal in point of authority, and 
were henceforth to be viewed as an integral part of the 
Word of God, and to pronounce its anathema on all 
who should reject them. 

It was then that the design of Satan, in bringing 
about the unhallowed connection between the tioly 
Scriptures and the Apocryphal writings, was brought to 
light. He had patiently waited his opportunity, and, 
satisfied with having the books of lying prophets placed 
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in juxtaposition with the Word of God, had not prose- 
cuted the advantage which he had obtained ; but he 
well knew, that, in the course of erents, this undefined 
association of truth and error — of sacred and profane—^ 
would increase to more ungodliness ; and when the 
throne of Antichrist seemed tottering to its foundation, 
he successfully propped it up by the adulteration of the 
Word of God, for which the unfaithfulness of Chris- 
tians for a thousand years had paved the way. While 
the reformers strenuously denied the authority of the 
Apocrypha, and loudly protested against the blasphe- 
mous decree by which it was sanctioned as Divine, they 
yielded to the suggestions of a sinful expediency, and 
allowed it to retain that affinity to the Scriptures which 
it had long possessed, by being translated, bound up, 
and circulated along with them. And who can tell how 
far this has tended to produce that denial of the full 
inspiration of the Scriptures, which is so lamentably 
common among Protestants ? Be this as it may, the 
book of God is to the present hour very generally pro- 
faned by this unhallowed connection, more or less de« 
fined or acknowledged. But God now appears to have 
ansen to plead the cause of his own Word. The ques- 
tion in regard to the Apocrypha has, in the course of 
his adorable providence, begun to be agitated, and it 
will issue in the purification of the fountain from which 
those waters flow, that are destined to diffuse life and 
felicity over the world. Ezek. xlvii. 8, 9. The means 
by which the attention of Christians has been directed 
to this all-important subject are very remarkable, and 
we are forcibly reminded that, in the good providence 
of God, the most important effects frequently proceed 
from causes which at first appear to have a directly op- 
posite tendency, and that the friends of truth have often 
reason to rejoice in the issue of events which at first 
occasioned the greatest alarm. We are thus taught to 
adore Him who makes the wrath of man to praise him, 
and causes human folly and wickedness to redound to 
the praise of his own glory. 
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On the subject of adding the Apocryphal writings to 
the Holy Scriptures, Bishop Hall expresses himself in 
the following terms : '^ The Scripture complains justly 
of three main wrongs offered to it. The first, of addi- 
tion to the canon. Who can endure a piece of new 
cloth to be patched unto an old garment ? or, what can 
follow hence, but that the rent should be worse ? Who 
can abide, that, against the faithful information of the 
Hebrews — ^against the clear testimonies of Melito, Cyril, 
Athanasiusy Origen, Hilary, Jerome, Bufinus, Nazian- 
zen — against their own doctors, both of the middle and 
latest age, — six whole books should, by their fatherhoods 
of Trent, be, under pain of a curse, imperiously obtruded 
upon God and his church ? Whereof yet some pur- 
pose to their readers no better than magical jugglings ; 
others bloody self-murders ; others lying fables ; and 
others, heathenish rites ; not without a public applause 
in the relation We know full wdl how preat im- 
piety it is to fasten upon the God of Heafsen the feeak 
conceptions of a human wit : neither can we be any whit 
moved with the idle crack of the Tridentine curse, while 
we hear God thundering in our ears, ' If any man add 
unto these words, God shall add unto him the plagues 
written in this book.' Apocal. xxii. 18. Neithec 
know I whether it be more wickedly audacious to fasten 
on God those things which he never wrote^ or to weaken 
the authority, and deny the sufficiency, of what he hath 
written." 

While there are those who hare dared to add certain 
Apocryphal books to the Jewish canon, which form no 
part of it, but are the production of lying prophets, and 
therefore subjected to the curse pronounced upon such 
by God, there are others who hare contended that cer- 
tain books included in that canon do not constitute a 
part of Diyine rerelation. This has been particularly 
the case respecting the book of Esther and the Song of 
Solomon, which, it has been alleged, are not quoted in 
the New Testament. But though diis may be true as 
to particular passages, yet the books themselres are 
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quoted each time that either the Lord Jesus Christ or 
his Apostles refer to what ^^ is written," or to ** the 
Scriptures/' of which they form a part. Exceptions 
have been made to these books from their contents, and 
on this ground their claim to be canonical has been 
doubted. Such a sentiment is the effect of inconsiderate 
rashness and presumption. The arrogant wisdom of 
man may now pretend to quarrel with the book of 
Esther for not containing the name of God, and to find 
impurity in the Song of Solomon, or imperfection in 
other books of Holy Writ. But the authority of Jesus 
Christ has giren a sanction to every book in the Jewish 
canon, and blasphemy is written on the forehead of that 
theory that alleges imperfection, error, or sin, in any 
book in that sacred collection. It is not necessary to 
urge, that the genuineness and authenticity of the two 
books referred to were not only not doubted, but that 
they were received by the Jews with peculiar venera- 
tion, which is a well-known fact. The incontrovertible 
proof respecting their authenticity and inspiration is, 
that they form a pari of those Scriptures which were 
committed to the Jewish Ckwrch^ and sanctioned by the 
Lord and hie Apostles. On these incontrovertible 
grounds, all the books of the Old Testament Scriptures 
are most surely believed by the great body of Christians 
to be the oracles of God ; and could it be shown that 
any one of them is not worthy of being received as a 
psfft of the sacred canon, this would invalidate the claim 
of all the rest. That man, therefore, who rejects a single 
one of these books as not being canonical, in other 
words, equally the dictates of inspiration as the rest, 
proves that he does not rely on the true and secure 
foundation which God has laid for entire confidence in 
that portion of the faithful record of his Word. He 
does it in defiance of all the foregoing evidence ; and to 
deny the whole volume of inspiration would not require 
the adoption of any other principle than that on which 
he is proceeding. 
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NEW TESTAMENT. 

From the time when the Old Testament was completed 
hy Malachi, the last of the prophets, till the publication 
of the New, about 460 years elapsed. During the life 
of Jesus Christ, and for some time after his ascension, 
nothing on the subject of his mission was committed to 
writing. The period of his remaining on earth, may be 
regarded as an intermediate state between the Old and 
the New Dispensation. His personal ministry was con- 
fined to the land of Judea ; and, by means of his miracles 
and discourses, together with those of his disciples, the 
attention of men, in that country, was sufficiently di- 
rected to his doctrine. They were also in possession of 
the Old Testament Scriptures, which at that season, it 
was of the greatest importance they should consult, in 
order to compare the ancient predictions with what was 
then taking place. Immediately after the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, his disciples, in the most public man- 
ner, and in the place where he had been crucified, pro- 
claimed that event, and the whole of the doctrine which 
he had commanded them to preach. In this service they 
continued personally to labour for a considerable time, 
first among their countrymen the Jews, and afterwards 
among the other nations. During the period between 
the resurrection and the publication of the New Testa- 
ment, the churches possessed miraculous gifts, and the 
prophets were enabled to explain the predictions of the 
Old Testament, and to point out their fulfilment. 

After their doctrine had everywhere attracted atten- 
tion, and, in spite of the most violent opposition, had 
forced its way through the civilised world ; and when 
churches, or societies of Christians, were collected, not 
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only in Judea, but in the most celebrated cities of Italj, 
Greece, and Asia Minor, the Scriptures of the New 
Testament were written by the Apostles and other in- 
spired men, and intrusted to the keeping of these 
churches. 

The whole of the New Testament was not written at 
once, but in different parts, and on yarious occasions. 
Six of the Apostles and two inspired disciples who ac- 
companied them in their journeys were employed in 
this work. The histories which it contains of the life 
of Christ, known by the name of the Gospels, were com- 
posed by four of his contemporaries, two of whom had 
been constai\|; attendants on his public ministry. The 
first of these was published within a few years * after his 
death, in that very country where he had lived, and 
among the people who had seen him and observed his 
conduct. The history called the ^^ Acts of the Apostles," 
which contains an account of their proceedings, and of 
the progress of the Gospel, from Jerusalem, among the 
Gentile nations, was published about the year 64, being 
30 years after our Lord's crucifixion, by one who, al- 
though not an Apostle, declares that he had ^^ perfect 
understanding of all things from the very first," and who 
had written one of the Gospels. This book, commencing 
with a detail of proceedings from the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, carries down the evangelical history till 
the arrival of Paul as a prisoner at Rome. The Epistles, 
addressed to churches in particular places, to believers 
scattered up and down in different countries, or to indi- 
viduals, in all twenty-one in number, were separately 
written by five of the Apostles, from seventeen to twenty, 
thirty, and thirty- five years after the death of Christ. 
Four of these writers had accompanied the Lord Jesus 
during his life, and had been " eye-witnesses of his ma- 
jesty." The fifth was the Apostle Paul, who, as he ex- 
presses it, was '' one bom out of due time," but who had 

* *' Some have thought that it was written no more than eight 
years after our Lord^s ascension ; others have reckoned it no fewer 
than fifteen.'* — Campbell's Preface to MaUhew^s Gospel. 
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likewise seen Jesus Christ, and had been empowered by 
him to work miracles, which were ^* the' signs of an 
Apostle." One of these five also wrote the book of Re- 
velation, about the year ninety-six, addressed to the 
seven churches in Asia, containing epistles to these 
churches from Jesus Christ himself, with various in- 
structions for the immediate use of all Christians, to- 
gether with a prophetical view of the kingdom of God 
till the end of time. These several pieces, which com- 
pose the Scriptures of the New Testament, were received 
by the churches with the highest veneration ; and, as the 
instructions they contain, though partially addressed, 
were equally intended for all, they were* immediately 
copied, and handed about irom one church to another, 
till each was in possession of the whole. The volume 
of the New Testament was thus completed before the 
death of the last of the Apostles, most of whom had 
sealed their testimony with their blood. 

From the manner in which these Scriptures were at 
first circulated, some of their parts were necessarily 
longer of reaching certain places than others. These, 
of course, could not be so soon received into the canon 
as the rest. Owing to this circumstance, and to that of 
a few of the books being addressed to individual be- 
lievers, or to their not having the name of their writers 
affixed, or the designation of Apostle added, a doubt for 
a time existed among some respecting the genuineness 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the Epistle of James, the 
2d Epistle of Peter, the 2d and dd Epistles of John, the 
Epistle of Jude, and the Book of Revelation. These, 
however, though not universally, were generally acknow- 
ledged ; while all the other books of the New Testament 
were without dispute received from the beginning. This 
discrimination proves the scrupulous care of the first 
churches on this highly important subject. 

At length these books, which had not been admitted 
at first, were, like the rest, universally received, not by 
the votes of a council, as is sometimes asserted, but after 
deliberate and free inquiry by many separate churches. 
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under the superintending providence of God, in different 
parts of the world. It is at the same time a certain 
tact, that no other hooks hesides those which at present 
compose tbe volume of the New Testament were ad- 
mitted by the churches. Several Apocryphal writings 
were published under the name of Jesus Christ and his 
Apostles, which are mentioned by the writers of the first 
four centuries, most of which have perished, though 
some are still extant. Few or none of them were com- 
posed before the second century, and several of them 
were forged so late as the third century. But they were 
not acknowledged as authentic by the first Christians, 
and were rejected by those who have noticed them, as 
spurious and heretical.* Histories, too, as might have 
been expected, were written of the life of Christ, and one 
forgery was attempted, of a letter said to be written by 
Jesus Christ himself to Abgarus, King of Edessa ; but 
of the first, none were received as of any authority, and 
the last was universally rejected. *^ Besides our Gospels, 
and the Acts of the Apostles," says Paley, ^^ no Chris- 
tian history, claiming to be written by an Apostle or 
Apostolical man, is quoted within 300 years after the 
birth of Christ, by any writer now extant or known ; or, 
if quoted, is quoted with marks of censure and rejec- 
tion." 

This agreement of Christians respecting the Scriptures, 
when we consider their many differences in other re- 
spects, is the more remarkable, since it took place with- 
out any public authority being interposed. " We have 
no knowledge," says the above author, " of any inter- 
ference of authority in the question before the council 

* *• These forged writings," says Lardner, •* do not oppose, but 
confirm, the account given us in the canonical Scriptures. They all 
take for granted the dignity of our Lord's person, and his power of 
working miracles; they acknowledged the certainty of there having 
been such persons as Matthew and the other Evangelists, and Peter 
and the other Apostles. They authenticate the general and leading 
facts contained in the New Testament. They presuppose that the 
Apostles received from Christ a commission to propagate his re- 
ligion, and a supernatural power to enforce its authority. And thus 
they indirectly establish the truth and divine original of tbe Gospel." 
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of Laodicea, in the year 363. Probably the decree of 
this council rather declared than regulated the public 
judgment, or, more properly speaking, the judgment of 
some neighbouring churches — the council itself consist- 
ing of no more than thirty or forty bishops of Lydia and 
the adjoining countries. Nor does its authority seem to 
have extended farther." But the fact that no public 
authority was interposed, does not require to be sup* 
ported by the abore reasoning. The churches at the be- 
ginning, being separated from each other in distant 
countries, necessarily judged for themselves in this mat- 
ter, and the decree of the council was founded on the 
coincidence of their judgment. 

In deli?ering this part of his written revelation, God 
proceeded as he had formerly done in the publication of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. For a considerable time, 
his will was declared to mankind through the medium of 
oral tradition. At length he saw meet, in his wisdom, 
to give it a more permanent form. But this did not take 
place till a people, separated from all others, was pro- 
vided for its reception. In the same manner, when 
Jesus Christ set up his kingdom in the world, of which 
the nation of Israel was a type, he first made known his 
will by means of verbal communication, through his 
servants whom he commissioned and sent out for that 
purpose ; and when, through their means, he had pre- 
pared his subjects and collected them into churches, to 
be the depositaries of his Word, he caused it to be de- 
livered to them in writing. His kingdom was not to 
consist of any particular nation, like that of Israel, but 
of all those individuals, in every part of the world, who 
should believe in his name. It was to be ruled, not by 
means of human authority, or compulsion of any kind, 
but solely by his authority. These sacred writings were 
thus entrusted to a people prepared for their reception-— 
a nation among the nations, but singularly distinct from 
all the rest, who guarded and preserved them with the 
same inviolable attachment as the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures had experienced from the Jews. 
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Respecting the lateness of the time when the Scrip* 
tures of the New Testament were written, no objection 
can be offered, since they were published before that 
generation passed which had witnessed the transactions 
they record. The dates of these writings fall within the 
period of the lives of many who were in full manhood 
when the Lord Jesus Christ was upon earth ; and the 
facts detailed in the histories, and referred to in the 
Epistles, being of the most public nature, were still open 
to full investigation. It must also be recollected, that 
the Apostles and disciples, during the whole interme- 
diate period, were publicly proclaiming to the world the 
same things that were afterwards recorded in their 
writings. 

Had these Scriptures been published before associa* 
tions of Christians were in existence, to whose care could 
they hare been entrusted ? What security would there 
have been for their preservation, or that they would not 
have been corrupted ? In the way that was adopted, 
they were committed to faithful men, who, viewing 
them as the charter of their own salvation, and the doc« 
trine which they contained as the appointed means of 
rescuing their fellow-creatures from misery and guilt, 
watched over their preservation with the most zealous 
and assiduous care. 

But unless the whole manner of communicating the 
revelation of God, in these Scriptures, had been altered, 
it is not possible, that, excepting the accounts of the life 
of Jesus Christ, they could have been earlier committed to 
writing. The history of the Acts of the Apostles, being 
carried down to about the year 63 of the Christian era, 
could not, it is evident, have been published sooner* 
The Epistles are not addressed to men of the world, or 
to the whole inhabitants of particular countries, but ex- 
clusively to believers. The truth conveyed in tbem is 
not delivered in an abstract form, but in the way of im- 
mediate application to existing cases and circumstances. 
This practical method of communicating the doctrine, 
and of recording the laws, of the kingdom of Christ, 
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which commends itself to every reflecting mind, could 
not, it is manifest, hare been adopted till societies of 
Christians were in existence, and till they had existed 
for some considerable time. In this way, too, we hare 
an undeniable proof of the success of the Apostles in the 
rapid progress of the Gospel. We are made acquainted, 
as we could not otherwise have been, with their zeal, 
resolution, self-denial, disinterestedness, patience, and 
meekness, and have the most convincing evidence of the 
extraordinary gifts they possessed. We are also put in 
possession of indubitable evidence of the miraculous 
gifts conferred on the first Christians, as well as of their 
sincerity, courage, and patience. 

Thus were the Scriptures, as we now possess them, 
delivered to the first churches. By the concurrent 
testimony of all antiquity, both of firiends and foes, 
they were received by Christians of different sects, and 
were constantly appealed to on all hands in the con- 
troversies that arose among them. Commentaries upon 
them were written at a very early period, and transla- 
tions made into different languages. Formal catalogues 
of them were published, and they were attacked by the 
adversaries of Christianity, who not only did not ques- 
tion, but expressly admitted, the facts they contained, 
and that they were the genuine productions of the 
persons whose names they bore. 

In this manner the Scriptures were also secured from 
the danger of being in any respect altered or vitiated. 
" The books of Scripture," says Augustine, *' could not 
have been corrupted. If such an attempt had been 
made by any one, his design would have been prevented 
and defeated. His alterations would have been imme- 
diately detected by many and more ancient copies. The 
difficulty of succeeding in such an attempt is apparent, 
hence that the Scriptures were early translated into 
divers languages, and copies of them were numerous. 
The alterations which any one attempted to make would 
have been soon perceived ; just even as now, in fact, 
lesser faults in some copies are amended by comparing 
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ancient copies, or those of the original If any 

one," continues Augustine, *^ should charge you with 
having interpolated some texts alleged by you as fayour- 
able to your cause, what would you say ? Would you 
not immediately answer that it is impossible for you to 
do such a thing in books read by all Christians ? And 
that if any such attempt had been made by you, it 
would hare been presently discerned and defeated by 
comparing the ancient copies? Well, then, for the 
same reason that the Scriptures cannot be corrupted 
by you, neither could they be corrupted by any other 
people." 

Accordingly, the uniformity of the manuscripts of 
the Holy Scriptures that are extant, which are incom- 
parably more numerous than those of any ancient 
author, and which are dispersed through so many 
countries, and in so great a variety of languages, is 
truly astonishing. It demonstrates both the veneration 
in which the Scriptures have always been held, and the 
singular care that has been taken in transcribing them. 
The number of various readings, that by the most 
minute and laborious investigation and collations of 
manuscripts have been discovered in them, said to 
amount to one hundred and fifty thousand, though at 
first sight they may seem calculated to diminish con- 
fidence in the sacred text, yet in no degree whatever 
do they affect its credit and integrity. They consist 
almost wholly in palpable errors in transcription, gram* 
matical and verbal differences, such as the insertion or 
omission of a letter or article, the substitution of a 
word for its equivalent, the transposition of a word or 
two in a sentence. Taken altogether, they neither 
change nor affect a single doctrine or duty announced 
or enjoined in the Word of God.* When, therefore, 
we consider the great antiquity of the sacred books, the 

* Dr Kennioott examined and collated 600 Hebrew mannacripta, 
and 80 trifling were the Tariations he discoTered, that it has been 
objected, though very unjustly, that he had effected nothing by all 
bis labours. 
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almost infinite number of copies, of versions, of editions, 
which have been made of them, in all languages — ^in 
languages which have not any analogy one with another, 
among nations differing so much in their customs and 
their religious opinions ; — when we reflect on these 
things, it is truly astonishing, and can only be ascribed 
to the watchful providence of God over his own Word, 
that amongst the various readings nothing truly essen^ 
tial can be discerned, which relates either to precept or 
doctrine, or which breaks that connection, that unity, 
which subsists in all the various parts of Divine re- 
velation, and which demonstrates the whole to be the 
work of one and the same Spirit. 

In proof that the Scriptures were published and 
delivered to the churches in the age to which their 
dates refer, we have the attestation of a connected 
chain of Christian writers, from that period to the pre- 
sent day. No fewer than six of these authors, part of 
whose works are still extant, were contemporaries of 
the Apostles. 

Barnabas was the companion of the Apostle Paul. 
He is the author of an Epistle, which was well known 
among the early Christians. It is still extant, and 
refers to the Apostolic writings. 

Clement was the third bishop of the church at 
Rome, and is mentioned by Paul in his Epistle to the 
Philippians. He has left a long Epistle, which is ex* 
tant, though not entire, written in name of the church 
at Rome to the church at Corinth, in which the latter 
is admonished to adhere to the commands of Christ. 
IrenaBus says that it was written by Clement, " who 
had seen the blessed Apostles, and conversed with 
them ; who had the preaching of the Apostles still 
sounding in his ears, and their traditions before his 
eyes. Nor he alone, for there were then still many 
alive who had been taught by the Apostles. In the 
time, therefore, of this Clement, when there was no 
small dissension among the brethren at Corinth, the 
church at Rome sent a most excellent letter to the 



NEW TESTAMENT. 65 

Corinthians, persuading them to peace among them- 
selves/' About 80 or 90 years after this letter was 
written, Dionysius, the bishop at Corinth, declares, 
that *'*' it had been wont to be read in that church from 
ancient times." It contains several quotations from the 
New Testament Scriptures, and allusions to them. 

Her MAS also, contemporary with the Apostles, has 
left a book that still remains, called, " The Shepherd 
of Hermas," in which he quotes and enforces the doc- 
trines of Scripture. 

Ignatius was bishop of the church at Antioch, about 
37 years after Christ's ascension. He suffered martyr- 
dom at Rome under the Emperor Trajan. Ignatius 
has left several Epistles that are still extant, which 
give testimony to Jesus Christ and his doctrine He 
declares, that he "fled to the Gospels as the flesh 
of Jesus, and to the Apostles as the elders of the 
church.*' 

PoLYCARp had been taught by the Apostles, and had 
conversed with many who had seen Christ. He was 
appointed by the Apostles bishop of the church at 
Smyrna. One Epistle of his still remains, which 
evinces the respect that he and other Christians bore 
for the Scriptures. Irenaeus, who, in his youth, had 
been a disciple of Polycarp, says concerning him, in a 
letter to Florinus, " I saw you when I was very young, 
in the Lower Asia with Polycarp. For I better re- 
member the affairs of that time than those which have 
lately happened; the things which we learn in our 
childhood growing up with the soul, and uniting them- 
selves to it. Insomuch that I can tell the place in 
which the blessed Polycarp sat and taught, and his 
going out and coming in, and the manner of his life, 
and the form of his person, and the discourses he made 
to the people; and how he related his conversation 
with John, and others who had seen the Lord, and 
how he related their sayings, and what he had heard 
from them concerning the Lord ; both concerning his 
miracles and his doctrine, as he had received them 
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from the eye-witnesses of the Word of life ; all which 
Polycarp related agreeable to the Scriptures. These 
things I then, through the mercy of Qod toward me, 
diligently heard and attended to, recording them not 
on paper, but upon my heart. And through the grace 
of God I continually renew the remembrance of them." 
Polycarp was condemned to the flames at Smyrna, the 
pro-consul being present, and all the people in the 
amphitheatre demanding his death. Thus, like Igna- 
tius, he confirmed his testimony to the Scriptures with 
his blood. 

Papias was a hearer of the Apostle John, and a 
companion of Polycarp. He was the author of five 
books, which are now lost, but which, according to 
quotations from them that remain, bore testimony to 
the Scriptures. He expressly ascribes their respective 
Gospels to Matthew and Mark. 

The above six writers had all lived and conversed 
with some of the Apostles. Those parts which remain 
of the writings of the first five, who are called the 
Apostolical Fathers, are valuable on account of their 
antiquity; and all of them contain some important 
testimony to the Scriptures. 

About twenty years after these writers follows Justin 
Martyr. He was bom about the year 89, and suf- 
fered martyrdom about the year 163. Originally he 
had been a heathen philosopher ; and in his dialogue 
with Trypho the Jew, he relates the circumstances of 
his conversion to Christianity. From his works might 
be extracted almost a complete life of Christ ; and he 
uniformerly represents the Scriptures as containing the 
authentic account of his doctrine. The Gospels, he 
says, were read and expounded every Sunday in the 
solemn assemblies of the Christians. He particularly 
mentions the Acts of the Apostles, along with the 
books of the Old Testament, which were also regularly 
read as in the Jewish synagogues ; and he appeals to 
the Scriptures as writings open to all the world, and 
read by Jews and Gentiles. He presented two apolo* 
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gies for the Christian refigion ; the first to the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius, in the year 140 ; the second to Marcus 
Antoninus, the philosopher, in the year 162. Both 
these apologies are still extant — the first entire, of the 
second the beginning is wanting. 

DioNYSius, Tatian, and Heobstppus, wrote about 
thirty years after Justin Martyr, and gave their testi- 
mony to the Scriptures. Hegesippus relates, that, tra- 
yelling from Palestine to Rome, he visited in his journey 
many bishops ; and that ^^ in every succession, and in 
every city, the same doctrine is taught which the law 
and the prophets and the Lord teacheth." 

About the year 177, the churches of Lyons and 
Yienne in France sent a relation of the persecutions 
they suffered to the churches in Asia and Phrygia. 
PoTHiNUS, bishop of the church at Lyons, was then 90 
years old ; and in his early life was contemporary with 
the Apostle John. This letter, which is preserved en- 
tire, makes exact references to the Scriptures. 

Irbnjbus succeeded Pothinus as bishop of Lyons. In 
bis youth, as has already been noticed, he had been a 
disciple of Polycarp, who was a disciple of the Apostle 
John. Thus he was only one step removed from the 
Apostles. Irensdus gives a most ample testimony, both 
to the genuineness and the authenticity of the Scriptures. 
'^ We have not received," says he, '' the knowledge of 
the way of our salvation by any others than those by 
whom the Gospel has been Inrought to us ; which Gos- 
pel they first preached, and afterwards, by the will of 
God, committed to writing, that it might be for time to 
come the foundation and pillar of our faith. For after 
that our Lord rose iirom the dead, and they (the Apostles) 
were endued from above with the power of the Holy 
Ghost coming down upon them, they received a perfect 
knowledge of all things. They then went forth to all 
the ends of the earth, declaring to men the blessing of 
heavenly peace, having, all of them, and every one alike, 
the Gospel of God. Matthew, then among the Jews, 
wrote a Gospel in their own language, while Peter and 
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Paul were preaching the Gospel at Rome, and foanding 
a church there. And after their exit, (death or de- 
parture,) Mark also, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, 
delivered to us in writing the things that had heen 
preached by Peter ; and Luke, the companion of Paul, 
put down in a book the Gospel preached by him (Paul.) 
Afterwards John, the disciple of the Lord, who also 
leaned upon his breast, he likewise published a Gospel 
while he dwelt at Ephesus in Asia. And all these hare 
delivered to us, that there is one God, the maker of the 
heaven and the earth, declared by the law and the pro- 
phets, and one Christ, the Son of God. And he who- 
does not assent to them, despiseth indeed those who 
knew the mind of the Lord : but he despiseth also Christ 
himself the Lord, and he despiseth likewise the Father, 
and is self-condemned, resisting and opposing his own 
salvation, as all heretics do." — ^^ The tradition of the 
Apostles had spread itself over the whole universe ; and 
all they who search after the sources of truth, will find 
this tradition to be held sacred in every church. We 
might enumerate all those who have been appointed 
bishops to those churches by the Apostles, and all their 
successors up to our days. It is by this uninterrupted 
succession that we have received the tradition which ac*> 
tually exists in the church, and also the doctrine of truth 
as it is preached by the Apostles." 

After giving some reasons why he supposed the num^ 
her of the Gospels was precisely four, Irens9us says, 
" Whence it is manifest that the Word, the Former of 
all things, who sits upon the cherubim, and upholds all 
things, having appeared to men, has given to us a Gos* 
pel of a fourfold character, but joined in one spirit :— - 
The Gospel according to John discloses his primary and 
glorious generation from the Father : ^ In the beginning 
was the Word.'— But the Gospel according to Luke, 
being of a priestly character, begins with Zacharias the 
priest offering incense to God. — Matthew relates his 
generation, which is according to men : ^ The book of 
the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the 
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son of Abraham/ — Mark begins from the prophetic 
spirit 'which came down from above to men saying, 
' The 'beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, as it is 
written in Esaias the prophet/" 

The above passage distinctly ascertains, that the four 
Gospels, as we have them, and no more, were equally 
received and acknowledged by the first churches. 

Irenseus farther says, ^^ The Gospel according to Mat- 
thew was written to the Jews, for they earnestly desired 
a Messiah of the seed of David, and Matthew, having 
also the same desire to a yet greater degree, strove by all 
means to give them full satisfaction that Christ was of 
the seed of David, wherefore he began with his genea- 
logy." — '* Wherefore also Mark, the interpreter and fol- 
lower of Peter, makes this the beginning of his evangelic 
writing, * The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God/ And in the end of the Gospel, Mark says, 
* So then, the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was 
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.' " 
— '' But if any one rejects Luke, as if he did not know the 
truth, he will be convicted of throwing away the Gospel, 
of which he professeth to be a disciple. For there are 
many, and those very necessary, parts of the Gospel, 
which we know by his means." He then refers to several 
particulars, which are known only from Luke. 

The Acts of the Apostles is a book much quoted by 
Ireneeus, as written by Luke, the companion of the 
Apostles. There are few things recorded in that book 
which have not been mentioned by him. *^ And that 
Luke," says he, " was inseparable from Paul, and his 
fellow- worker in the Gospel, he himself shows, not boast- 
ing of it indeed, but obliged to it for the sake of truth." 

Irenseus quotes largely from the Epistles of Paul, and 
remarks, that this Apostle " frequently uses hyperbata," 
(or transpositions of words from their natural order,) 
" because of the rapidity of his words, and because of 
the mighty force of ' the Spirit in him.'" The book of 
Revelation IrensBUS often quotes, and says, '' It was seen 
no long time ago, but almost in o\a own age, at the end 

B 
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of the reign of Domitian." He mentions the code of 
the Old Testament and of the New, and calls the one, 
as well as the other, the Oracles of God. 

Speaking of the Scriptures in general, he says, ^' Well 
knowing that the Scriptures are perfect, as being dic- 
tated bj the word of God and his Spirit." — " A heavy 
punishment awaits those who add to or take ^m the 
Scriptures." — " But we, following the one and the only 
true God as our teacher, and having his words as a rule 
of truth, do always speak the same things concerning 
the same things." 

Athbnaooras, Miltiades, Theophilus, and Pan- 
T^NUS, who lived at the same time with Irenseus, all 
bear testimony to the Scriptures. Some of their works 
remain, and others are lost. 

Clement, of Alexandria, followed Irenaous at the dis- 
tance of sixteen years. He was a man of great learn- 
ing, and presided in the Catechetical School at Alex- 
andria. Clement travelled into different countries in 
search of information. ^^The law and the prophets, 
together with the Gospels," he says, ^^ conduct to one and 
the same knowledge, in the name of Christ." — ^^ One 
God and Almighty Lord is taught by the law and the 
prophets, and the blessed Gospels." He has given a 
distinct account of the order in which the four Gospels 
were written. The Gospels which contain the genealogies, 
were, he says, written first, Mark's next, and John's the 
last. He repeatedly quotes the four Gospels by the 
names of their authors, and expressly ascribes the Acts 
of the Apostles to Luke. Misquotations from the Scrip- 
tures of the New Testament are numerous, and he calls 
them ^' the Scriptures of the Lord," and the ^^ true evan- 
gelical canon." 

Next to Clement, and in the same age, comes Ter- 
tullian, who was born at Carthage about the year 160. 
He was a man of extensive learning, and the most con- 
siderable of all the Latin writers on Christianity. He 
wrote a very valuable apology for the Christians, about 
the year 198, addressed to the governors of provinces, 
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which is still extant. He gives the most ample attesta- 
tion to the Scriptures, quoting them so frequently, that, 
as Lardner obserres, there are more and longer quota- 
tions of the small Tolume of the New Testament in this 
one Christian author, than there are of all the works of 
Cicero in writers of all characters for several ages. After 
enumerating many churches which had been gathered 
by Paul and the other Apostles, he declares, that not 
those churches only which were called Apostolical, but all 
who have fellowship with them in the same faith, re- 
ceived the four Gospels, and that these had been in the 
possession of the churches from the beginning. He also 
ajQSirms, that the original manuscripts of the Apostles, 
at least some of them, had been preserved till the age in 
which he lived, and were then to be seen. 

" In the first place," says TertuUian, " we lay this 
down for a certain truth, that the evangelic Scriptures 
have for their authors the Apostles, to whom the work 
of publishing the Gospel was committed by the Lord 
himself; and also Apostolical men. Among the Apostles, 
John and Matthew teach us the faith ; among Apostoli- 
cal men, Luke and Mark refresh it, going upon the 
same principles as concerning the one God the Creator, 
and his Christ bom of a virgin, the accomplishment of 
the law and the prophets. If it be certain that that is 
most genuine which is most ancient, that most ancient 
which is from the beginning, and that from the begin- 
ning' which is from the Apostles; in like manner, it will 
be ^so certain that that has been delivered from the 
Apostles which is held sacred in the churches of the 
Apostles. Let us then see what milk the Corinthians 
received from Paul, to what rule the Galatians were re- 
duced, what the Philippians read^ what the Thessa- 
lonians, the Ephesians, and also the Romans recite, who 
are near to us; with whom both Peter and Paul left 
the Gospel sealed with their blood. We have also 
churches which are the disciples of John; for though 
Marcion rejects his Revelation, the succession of bishops, 
traced up to the beginning, will show it to have John 
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for its author. We know also the original of other 
churches, (that is, that they are Apostolical.) I say, 
then, that with them, hut not with them only that are 
Apostolical, hut with all who have fellowship with them 
in the same faith, is that Gospel of Luke received, which 
we so zealously maintain. That is the genuine entire 
Gospel of Luke, not that which had heen curtailed and 
altered hy Marcion. The same authority of the Apos- 
tolical churches will support the other Gospels, which 
we have from them, and according to them (that is, 
according to their copies), I mean John's and Matthew's, 
although that likewise which Mark published may be 
said to be Peter's, whose interpreter Mark was, for 
Luke's digest also is often ascribed to Paul." Tertul- 
lian says that Matthew's Gospel began in this manner, 
'^ The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham." The Acts of the 
Apostles are often quoted by him under that title; he 
calls them Luke's Commentary or History. 

" I will," says Tertullian, " by no means say Gods 
nor Lords, but I will follow the Apostle; so that, if the 
Father and the Son are to be mentioned together, I will 
say God the Father, and Jesus Christ the Lord; but 
when I mention Christ only, I can call him God as the 
Apostle does." ** Of whom Christ camSy who w," says 
he, " oter all, God blessed for ever," 

To Tertullian succeeds a multitude of Christian 
writers. Of the works of these authors, only fragments 
and quotations remain, in which several testimonies to 
the Gospels are found. In one of them is an abstract 
of the whole Gospel history. 

After those writers, and at the distance of twenty-five 
years from Tertullian, comes the celebrated Orioen of 
Alexandria, of whom it is said, that **' he did not so 
much recommend Christianity by what he preached, or 
by what he wrote, as by the general tenor of his life." 
He was born about 150 years after the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. In the quantity of his writings he ex- 
ceeded the most laborious of the Greek and Latin writers. 
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He gives full and decisive testimony to the Scriptures. 
He says, " that the four Gospels alone are received with- 
out dispute by the whole church of God under heaven;" 
and he subjoins a history of their respective authors. 
" The first," says Origen, " is written by Matthew, once 
a publican, afterwards an Apostle of Jesus Christ. The 
second is that according to Mark, who wrote it as Peter 
dictated to him, who therefore calls him his son in his 
Catholic Epistle. The third is that according to Luke, 
the Gospel commended by Paul, published for the sake 
of the Gentile converts. Lastly, that according to 
John." He speaks of the Acts of the Apostles as an 
uncontested book, and gives the same account concern- 
ing Mark's Gospel, as having been written under the 
direction of the Apostle Peter, which is given by Clement* 
It is reckoned a monument of the humility of Peter, 
that several very remarkable circumstances in his favour, 
that are related by the other Evangelists, are not men-' 
tioned or even hinted at by Mark, 

Origen uniformly quotes the Epistle to the Hebrews 
as the writing of the Apostle Paul, and the Book of 
Revelation as the writing of the Apostle John. His 
quotations of Scripture are so numerous, that Dr Mill 
says, *'*' If we had all his works remaining, we should 
have before us almost the whole text of the Bible." He 
expresses, in the most unqualified terms, his opinion of 
the authority of the books of the New Testament as in- 
spired writings, and says, that '^ the sacred books are 
not writings of men, but have been written and delivered 
to us from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, by the 
will of the Father of all, through Jesus Christ." He 
urges, with earnestness, the reading of the Old and New 
Testament Scriptures, as a sacred obligation in the 
churches of Christ. " Food," says he, " is eaten, physic 
is taken; though the good effect is not presently per- 
ceived, a benefit is expected in time, and may be ob- 
tained. So it is with the Holy Scriptures; though, at 
the very time of reading of them, there be no sensible ad- 
vantage, yet, in the end, they will be thought profitable 
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for strengthening virtuous dispositions, and weakening 
the habits of vice. The true food of the rational nature 
is the Word of God. Let us come dailj to the wells 
of the Scriptures, the waters of the Holy Spirit, and 
there draw and carry thence a full vessel. The greatest 
torment of demons is to see men reading the Word of 
God, and labouring to understand the Divine law.'' 

In his Apology for the Christian Religion, in answer 
to CelsuB the Epicurean philosopher, Origen, when giv- 
ing a quotation from Scripture, says that it is written, 
" not in any private book, or such as are read by a few 
persons only, but in books read by every body." In 
that Apology, he has preserved, from the writings of 
Celsus, most distinct and complete attestations to the 
Gospel history. 

Gregory, bishop of Neocesaria, and Dionysius of 
Alexandria, scholars of Origen, and the well-known 
Cyprian, bishop at Carthage, come about twenty years 
after Origen. Their writings abound with copious cita- 
tions from the Scriptures, to which they give their full 
and particular attestation. Cyprian says, " The church 
is watered, like Paradise, by four rivers, that is, four 
Gospels." 

Within forty years after Cyprian, Victorinus, bishop at 
Pettaw, in Germany, and a multitude of Christian writers, 
all testify their profound respect for the Scriptures. 

About the year 306, Arnobius and Lactantius 
wrote in support of the Christian religion. Lactantius 
argues in its defence, from the consistency, simplicity, 
disinterestedness, and sufferings of the writers of the 
Gospels. Arnobius vindicates the credit of the writers 
of the Gospels, observing, that they were eye-witnesses 
of the facts which they relate, and that their ignorance 
of the arts of composition was rather a confirmation of 
their testimony than an objection to it. 

EusEBius, bishop at Caesarea, bom about the year 
270, wrote about fifteen years after the above authors. 
He composed a History of Christianity, from its origin 
to his own time ; and has handed down many valuable 
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extracts of ancient authors, whose works have perished. 
In giving his testimony to the Scriptures, he shows 
himself to he much conversant in the works of Christian 
authors, and he appears to have collected every thing 
that had heen said, before his own time, respecting the 
volume of the New Testament. 

Athanasius became bishop at Alexandria about the 
year 326. He expressly affirms that every one of the 
books of the New Testament that we now receive are 
inspired Scriptures, which he specifies in their order, 
and ascribes them to the writers whose names they bear. 
He speaks of them as being constantly and publicly 
read in the Christian churches. Athanasius had full 
access to every source of information, and applied him- 
self to ascertain the canon of the Old Testament as well 
as of the New. It appears that he sent to the Empe- 
ror Constance a copy of the whole Bible, which he de- 
scribed as the whole inspired Scriptures. Speaking of 
the Scriptures, he says, ^' These are fountains of salva- 
tion. In them alone the doctrine of religion is taught. 
Let no man add to them, or take any thing from them." 

It is unnecessary to carry down this chain of histori- 
cal evidence any farther. The Council of Nice was 
called by Constantine in the year 325 ; and as Christi- 
anity had then become the established religion of the 
Roman empire, its history is afterwards inseparably in- 
terwoven with every thing connected with the state of 
the world. 

From the above numerous and early writers, we have 
most unquestionable attestations to the integrity and 
authority of the Holy Scriptures. First, we have six 
writers who were contemporary with the Apostles, and 
then eleven more who lived in distant parts of the world, 
regularly succeeding each other during the first hundred 
years after the Apostles. From that period the chain 
of evidence continues unbroken and uninterrupted. 
" When Christian advocates," says Paley, '' merely tell 
us that we have the same reason for believing the Gos- 
pels to be written by the Evangelists whose names they 



76 GENUINENESS AND AirTHBNTIGITY. 

bear, as we have for believing tbe Commentaries to be 
Caesar's, the ^neid Virgirs, or the Orations Cicero's, 
they content themselves with an imperfect representa- 
tion. They state nothing more than what is true, but 
thej do not state the truth correctly. In the number, 
variety, and early date of our testimonies, we far exceed 
all other ancient books. For one which the most cele- 
brated work of the most celebrated Greek or Roman 
writer can allege, we produce many." 

The force of the above testimony is greatly strength- 
ened by the consideration, that it is the concurring 
evidence of separate, independent, and well-informed 
writers, who lived in countries remote from one another. 
Clement lived at Rome; Ignatius, stAntioch; Polycarp, 
at Smyrna; Justin Martyr, in Syria; Irenseus, in 
France; TertuUian, at Carthage; Origen, in Egypt; 
Eusebius, at Cassarea; Victorinus, in Germany. The 
dangers which they encountered, and the hardships and 
persecutions which they suffered, some of them even 
unto death, on accoimt of their adherence to the Chris- 
tian faith, give irresistible weight to their testimony. 

" No writings," says Augustine, " ever had a better 
testimony afforded them than those of the Apostles and 
Evangelists. Nor does it weaken the credit and autho- 
rity of books, received by the church of Christ from the 
beginning, that some other writings have been, without 
ground, and falsely, ascribed to the Apostles. For the 
like has happened, for instance, to Hippocrates ; but yet 
his genuine works are distinguished from others which 
have been published under his name. We know the 
writings of the Apostles as we know the words of Plato, 
Aristotle, Cicero, Varro, and others, to be theirs, and 
as we know the writings of divine ecclesiastical authors; 
for as much as they have the testimony of contempo- 
raries, and of those who have lived in succeeding times* 
I might, moreover, by way of illustration, produce for 
examples those now in hand. Suppose some one in 
time to come should deny those to be the works of 
Faustus^ or those to be mine ; how should he be satisfied 
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but by tbe testimony of those of this time who knew 
both, and have transmitted their accounts to others? 
And shall not, then, the testimony of the churches, and 
Christian brethren, be valid here ; especially when they 
are so numerous, and so harmonious, and the tradition 
is with so much ease and certsdnty traced down from 
the Apostles to our time — I say, shall any be so foolish 
and unreasonable as to deny or dispute the credibility 
of such a testimony to the Scriptures, which would be 
allowed in behalf of any writings whatever, whether 
heathen or ecclesiastical?" 

In another place Augustine observes, " If you here 
ask us, how we know these to be the writings of the 
Apostles ; in brief we answer, in the same way that you 
know the Epistles, or any other writings of Mani, to be 
his : for if any one should be pleased to dispute with 
you, and offer to deny the Epistles ascribed to Mani to 
be his, what would you do ? Would you not laugh at 
the assurance of the man who denied the genuineness 
of writings generally allowed ? As, therefore, it is cer- 
tain those books are Mani's, — and he would be ridictdous 
who should now dispute it, — so certain is it that the 
Manichees deserve to be laughed at, or rather ought to 
be pitied, who dispute the truth and genuineness of those 
writings of the Apostles which have been handed down 
as theirs from their time to this, through an iminter- 
rupted succession of well-known witnesses/' 

Should it occur to any that to prove the genuineness 
and authenticity of the Scriptures by the testimony of 
the Fathers, is to sanction the traditions of the Church 
of Rome, they ought to consider that there is a radical 
distinction between these two cases. Testimony is a 
first principle, universally acknowledged as authoritative 
in its own province, as far as it is unexceptionable. The 
whole business of the world proceeds on this principle, 
and without it human affairs would run into utter con- 
fusion. That historical testimony is a legitimate source 
of evidence, the general sentiments of mankind admit, 
in the universal appeal to history for the knowledge of 
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past eyents. Historical testimonj may be false, but this 
is not peculiar to this class of first principles. We are 
liable to be deceived on all subjects to which our facul- 
ties are directed ; but there are means bj which histori- 
cal evidence may be ascertained. Its proof may vary 
from the lowest degree of probability to the highest de- 
gree of certainty. Of many things recorded even in 
profane history, we can have no more doubt than we 
can have of truths that contain their own evidence. 
Now, the stress laid on the testimony of the ancient 
writers that have been quoted, is warranted by the most 
cautious laws of historical evidence ; and it cannot be 
rejected, without entirely rejecting history as a legitimate 
ground of knowledge. That such writers did give such 
testimony, is as indisputable as any historical fact can 
be. And the proof of this lies open to every man who 
has time, opportunity, and ability to examine the sub- 
ject. If so, there is no reason to reject as insufficient, 
in proof of the authenticity of the Bible, the same kind 
of evidence that is allowed to prove any other fact. But 
the traditions of the Church of Rome are not of this 
nature. They are not historical at all. They have not 
been written ; they are nowhere to be found. It is not 
pretended by their friends that they possess historical 
evidence. They*are reconmiended altogether on another 
foundation, — the authority of the church. It is said the 
church has had them treasured up in secret ; but we can 
have no higher assurance of their authenticity than what 
we are willing to rest on the authority of the church. 
The di£Ference, then, between the two cases, is manifest 
and essential. And clearer historical proof cannot be 
exhibited on any subject, than has been adduced for the 
genuineness and authenticity of the Holy Scriptures. 

It has been supposed that if a list of tbe names and 
numbers of the books of Scripture had been recorded in 
any part of the canon, it would have added to our cer- 
tainty respecting the Divine original of the whole. But 
if there were such a list, it would still remain to be de* 
cided whether the books we possess were the very books 
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named, in words and substance, as well as in name. 
Indeed, if the list were written, and the number of lines 
and words recorded, the case would still be the same. 
It wonld not in the smallest degree add to our certainty 
respecting their Divine original ; for how could we be 
assured of that inspired list, but from the certainty of 
the book being from Gt>d that contained the list ? Such 
a list could neither ascertain its own accuracy, nor the 
authenticity of the book which contained it. The au- 
thenticity of that list must have been ascertained pre- 
cisely in the same manner as that of each and all of the 
books is now ascertained. 

If, therefore, the name and number of the inspired 
books were contained in any epistle, it would still leaye 
the authority of the books named, on the same founda- 
tion of the authority of the epistle in which they were 
named ; and that authority must have been ascertained 
exactly in the same way by which we now ascertain the 
authority of each and all of the inspired books. The 
ultimate foundation, then, of the eyidence would be 
the samey as to that particular part which contained 
the list ; and, with respect to the books mentioned in 
the list, we could not be assured against their mutila- 
tion and corruption. It is quite absurd, then, to sup- 
pose that a list of the names and numbers of the inspired 
books would have given us better evidence of their au- 
thority. The authority of that part which contained 
such a list, must be ascertained in the ordinary way : 
and, as the stream cannot rise higher than the fountain, 
the authority of all the books, as resting on the testi- 
mony of one, would be no stronger than that of the one 
which supported them. In whatever way that one 
could prove its Divine authority, in the same way we 
now prove the authority of all. 

The circumstance, then, that there is not a list of 
the books of inspiration contained in the page of 
inspiration itself, does not lessen the certainty as 
to the canon, nor increase the difficulty of ascertain- 
ing the truth of it. That if a list of the books of 
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Scripture were given in the Scriptures, it would 
not fix the question of the canon on a surer founda- 
tion, is obvious too, from the consideration that a 
forgery might contain such a list, as well as an au- 
thentic document, and that the truth of such a list takes 
it for granted that the book which contains it is canon- 
ical. Is the second Epistle of Peter put above the first, 
as to the certainty of its being canonical, by the asser- 
tion, " This second epistle, beloved, I now write unto 
you?" Does such an expression establish its being 
canonical? Is it not evident, on the contrary, that the 
epistle's being canonical must be established before the 
assertion, " This second epistle I now write unto you," 
is believed to be inspired? So far from such a list 
proving that the books which contain it are canonical, 
it is their being canonical that verifies the list. If the 
claim of a book of Scripture to be canonical is not as- 
certained, the list which it contains is not revelation. 
With respect to the books of the Old Testament, how- 
ever, such a list is in effect given, and the inspiration of 
them warranted in the assertion, " All Scripture is given 
by inspiration." Now, the steps by which we arrive at 
certainty here are few and simple. If the book of the 
New Testament which contains this assertion is canon- 
ical, it warrants all the books of the Old Testament 
which at the time of its publication were received as 
Scripture. We have only to inquire what books were 
then contained in the Jewish canon, to be assured in this 
matter. This is a point of testimony on which no 
difficulty exists. It must be observed, however, that the 
confidence placed in the list, or notification, rests entirely 
upon the authenticity of the book that contains it being 
previously ascertained. But if a list of the whole of the 
inspired books is the only thing that could ascertain 
with sufficient evidence such as are from God, then no 
man can have a thorough faith in the Scriptures, for such 
a list has not been given. And had it been given, it 
could not have secured against forgery, as has been 
already noticed, for nothing is easier than, for a forger 
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to give such a list. Had the Scriptures been a forgery, 
thej would probably have recommended themselyes by 
a Tery correct list. 

It has been asserted that ^^ the question of the canon 
is a point of erudition, not of Divine revelation." This 
is to undermine both the certainty and the importance 
of the sacred canon. The assertion, tbat the question 
of the canon is not a point of revelation^ is false. It is 
not true either of the Old Testament, or of the New. 
The integrity of the canon of the Old Testament is a 
matter of revelation, as much as any thing contained in 
the Bible. This is attested, as has been shown, by the 
whole nation of the Jews, to whom it was committed, 
and their fidelity to the truth has been avouched by the 
Lord and his Apostles. Is not this revelation? The 
integrity of the canon of the New Testament is equally 
a point of revelation. As God had said to tbe Jews, 
" Ye are my witnesses," and as they " received the 
lively oracles to give unto us," Acts vii. 38 ; so the Lord 
Jesus said to the Apostles, '* Ye shall be witnesses unto 
me, both in Jerusalem and all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the earth." The first 
churches received the New Testament Scriptures from 
these witnesses of the Lord, and thus had inspired au- 
thority for those books. It was not left to erudition or 
reasoning to collect that they were a revelation from 
God. This the first Christians knew from the testi- 
mony of those who wrote them. They could not be more 
assured that the things taught were from God, than 
they were that the writings which contained them were 
from God. The integrity of the sacred canon is, then, 
a matter of revelation, conveyed to us by testimony, like 
every thing contained in the Scriptures. 

While it has been denied that the question of the 
canon is a point of revelation, it has been asserted that 
it is a point of erudition. But erudition has nothing 
further to do with the question, than as it may be em- 
ployed in conveying to us the testimony. Erudition 
did not produce the revelation of the canon. If the 
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canon had not been a point of reyelation, erudition 
could never have made it so; for erudition can create 
nothing; it can only investigate and confirm truth, and 
testify to that which exists, or detect error. We re- 
ceive the canon of Scripture by revelation, in the same 
way that the Jews received the law which was given 
from Mount Sinai. Only one generation of the Jews 
witnessed the giving of the law; but to all the future 
generations of that people, it was equally a matter of 
revelation. The knowledge of this was conveyed to 
them by testimony. In me same way, Christians in 
their successive generations receive the canon of Scrip- 
ture as a matter of revelation. The testimony through 
which this is received must indeed be translated from 
a foreign language ; but so must the account brought to 
us of any occurrence the most trivial that takes place 
in a foreign country. If in this sense the question of 
the canon be called a point of erudition, the Gospel itself 
must be called the point of erudition ; for it, too, must 
be translated from the original language in which it was 
announced, as also must every thing which the Scriptures 
contain. When a preacher inculcates the belief of the 
Gospel, or of a doctrine of Scripture, or obedience to 
any duty, would he be warranted in telling his audience 
that these are questions of erudition, not of Divine reve- 
lation ? Erudition may be allowed its full value, without 
suspending on it the authority of the Word of God. 

The assertion that the question of the canon is a point 
of erudition, not of Divine revelation, is subversive of 
the whole of revelation. We have no way of knowing 
that the miracles related in the Scriptures were wrought, 
and that the doctrines inculcated were taught, but by 
testimony, and the internal evidence of the books them- 
selves. We have the evidence of miracles, as that 
evidence comes to us by the testimony which vouches 
the authenticity of the inspired books. As far as the 
genuineness and authenticity of any book are. brought 
into suspicion, so far is every thing contained in it 
brought into suspicion. For it should always be re- 
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xnembered, that tkere is no greater absurdity than to 
question the claim of a book to a place in the canon, 
and at the same time to acknowledge its contents to be 
a revelation from God. There can be no evidence that 
the doctrines of Scripture are revealed truths, imless we 
are certain that the books of Scripture are revelation. 
If the books which compose the canon are not matter 
of revelation, then we have no revelation. If the truth 
of the canon be not established to us as matter of re- 
velation, then the books of which it is composed are not 
so established; and if the books be not so, then not one 
sentence of them, nor one doctrine or precept which they 
contain, comes established to us as a revelation from 
God. If, then, the question of the canon be a point of 
erudition, not of Divine revelation, so is every doctrine 
which the Scriptures contain ; for the doctrine cannot 
be assured revelation, if the book that contains it be not 
assured revelation. There can be no higher evidence 
of the doctrine being revelation, than of the book that 
contains it; and thus were not the canon a matter of 
Divine revelation, the whole Bible would be stripped of 
Divine authority. Anj thing, therefore, that goes to 
unsettle the canon, goes to unsettle every doctrine con^ 
tained in the canon. 

Without a particular revelation to every individual, it 
does not appear that the authority of the canon could be' 
ascertained to us in any other way than it is at present. 
The whole of the Scriptures was given at first by revela- 
tion, and afterwards this revelation was confirmed by 
ordinary means. The testimony concerning it has been 
handed down in the churches from one generation to 
another. On this, and on their internal characteristics 
of being Divine, we receive the Scriptures with the most 
unsuspecting confidence, and on the same ground the 
Jews received the Scriptures of the Old Testament. In 
these ways, it is fixed by Divine authortity, and not left 
in any uncertainty ; for, if its truth can be ascertained by 
ordinary means, it is fixed by the authority of God, as 
much as if an angel fi:om Heaven were every day to pro- 
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claim it over the earth. When Paul says, that his hand- 
writing of the salutation was the token in every epistle, 
he at once shows us the importance of the canon, and 
warrants us in receiving it as a Divine revelation at- 
tested by ordinary means. Those to whom he wrote had 
no other way of knowing the handwriting of the Apostle 
than that by which they knew any other handwriting. 
Even at that time the churches knew the genuineness 
of the epistles sent to them by ordinary means ; and 
Paul's authority warrants this as sufficient. We have, 
then, the authority of revelation for resting the canon on 
the ordinary sources of human evidence, and they are 
such as to preclude the possibility of deception. The 
claim of the Epistles sent to the first churches, and of 
the doctrine they contain as Divine, rested even to those 
churches on the same kind of evidence on which we now 
receive them. It is very important to settle what kind 
of evidence is sufficient for our receiving the Scriptures. 
Many have rated this too high ; and as the Scriptures 
contain a revelation, they wished to have them attested 
to every age by revelation, which is, in fact, requiring 
the continuance of miraculous interference, which it 
might easily be shown would be pernicious. 

With respect to the validity of the internal evidence 
on which the canon is received, an important argument 
'may be founded on John iv. 39. From the account of 
the woman of Samaria there related, we learn the kind 
of evidence on which the Lord Jesus was acknowledged 
while on earth. The foundation of this woman's faith 
was the Lord's haying told her all things that ever she 
did. This was sufficient for her to recognise him as a 
prophet, or as one sent of God ; and, consequently, when 
he declared to her that he was the Messiah, she had suf- 
ficient ground to believe so, for God would not enable 
any one to tell her such things in order to deceive. For 
if there was evidence from what he said that he was sent 
by God, there was evidence from his assertion that he 
was the Messiah. From verse 41 of the same chapter, 
we learn, that ^^ many more believed because of his 
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own word ;" and that they did so, and that the woman 
believed, are exhibited to us, not onlj as facts, but as 
Talid grounds of belief. Jesus had not worked any mi- 
racle, and the reason why they believed on him is ex- 
pressly stated to be because of his own word. If, then, 
the word of Jesus, unaccompanied by miracle, was a suf- 
ficient ground of ^th when he spoke, it, is equally valid 
in writing. From hearing him, the people of Samaria 
could assert, with confidence, that they themselves knew 
that he was indeed the Christ. And from reading the 
Scriptures, the same satisfactory evidence is obtained. 
In reading the Scriptures, we are often so struck with 
their evidence, that, independently of any other proof, 
we firmly believe that they come from God. We are 
often most forcibly convinced by evidence which we 
could hardly state intelligibly to others. The Apostles 
still commend themselves to every man% conscience, and 
we feel the force of the question, ** What is the chaff to 
the wheat, — is not my word like a fire ? " Must, then, 
the illiterate man receive the Scriptures as a question of 
erudition ? Must the canonical authority of an epistle 
that recommends itself as the light of heaven, depend 
on questions of erudition ? 

Christians receive the Holy Scriptures on the autho- 
rity of Qod, as declared by his inspired messengers, so 
that they are received on the ground of revelation. The 
illiterate are equally bound to receive them in this way, 
and interested in so doing, as the learned. As all are 
to be judged by them, it was necessary that all should 
have full assurance that they are from God ; and it is 
matter of express revelation, that nothing but hatred of 
the light, and the love of darkness, prevents any man 
who reads them from receiving the truth. Both the Old 
Testament and the New come to us stamped with thei 
authority of Him who is " the brightness of the Father s 
glory and the express image of his person," and of those 
to whom God bore " witness both with signs and won - 
ders, and diverse miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost;*' 
and also with their own internal evidence of being 

p 
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Divine. And if anj portion of than be set aside as un- 
inspired, or if any addition be made to them, it is done 
in spite of that authority and of that evidence. 

If we displace from the canon any one of those books 
that have been sanctioned by the recognition of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and his Apostles, we overturn the authority 
on which the rest are held, and invite the evil propen- 
sities of our nature to quarrel with any thing in the Bible 
to which we find a disrelish. Those who hold that the 
question of the canon is open to discussion, and who set 
aside any part of it on the ground of eith^ external or 
internal evidence, cannot be said to have a Bible. Their 
Bible will be longer or shorter, according* to their re- 
searches ; and a fixed standi d they nerer can have. 

If it be asked, should we be precluded irom inquiring 
into the grounds on which the canon is received ? it is 
replied, certainly not. But we should remember that 
the permanent ground on which it stands is testimony; 
and such must be the ground of every historical fact. 
Internal evidence may confirm the authenticity of a 
book sanctioned by the canon, but to suspend belief 
till we receive such confirmation, argues an ignorance 
of the principles of evidence. A book might be in- 
spired, when no such internal confirmaticm, from the 
nature of the subject, might be found. And when a 
book is substantially approved, by testimony, as be- 
longing to the canon, no evidence can, by a Christian, 
be legitimately supposed possible, in opposition to its 
inspiration. This would be to suppose valid objections 
to first principles. Sufficient testimony deserves the 
same rank as a first principle with axioms themselves. 
Axioms are not more necessary than testimony to all 
the business of human life. Internal evidence may be 
sufficient to prove that a book is not Divine ; but it is 
absurd to suppose that such a book can have valid 
testimony, and therefore it can never be supposed by a 
Christian, that any of those books that are received 
as part of the sacred canon, on the authority of suffi- 
cient testimony, can contain. any internal marks of im- 
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.posture. This would be to suppose the possibility of 
the dashing of two first principles. The thing that 
can be prored by a legitimate first principle, can never 
be disproved by another legitimate first principle. This 
would be to suppose that God is not the author of the 
human constitution. If, then, in a book recognised by 
the canon as the Song of Solomon, we find matter 
which to our wisdom does not appear to be worthy of 
inspiration, we may be assured that we mistake. For 
if that book is authenticated by testimony as a part of 
the Sacred Scriptures, which the Lord Jesus Christ 
sanctioned, it is authenticated by a first principle, to 
which God has bound us by the constitution of our 
nature to submit. If, in this instance, or in any 
particular instance, we reject it, our own conduct in 
otha: things will be our condemnation. There is no 
first principle in the constitution of man that can lead 
him to reject any thing in the Song of Solomon, 
coming, as it does, under the sanction of a first prin- 
ciple. Those persons who reject any books of the 
canon on such grounds, would show themselves much 
more rational, as well as more humble Christians, if, 
recognising the paramount authority of a first principle 
universally acknowledged, they would receive the Song 
of Solomon and the Book of Esther, or any other of 
the books that they now reject, as parts of the Word 
of God, and humbly endeavour to gain from them the 
instruction and edification which, as Divine books, they 
must be calculated to give. This questioning of the 
canon, then, proceeds on infidel and irrational prin- 
ciples, which, if carried to their legitimate length, must 
end in complete imbelief. 

"According to your way of proceeding," observes 
Augustine, in reference to those who supposed that the 
Scriptures had been interpolated or corrupted, — and the 
observation is equally applicable to all who add to, or 
reject, certain parts of the sacred canon, — ^' According 
to your way of proceeding, the authority of Scripture 
is quite destroyed, and every one's fancy is to determine 
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what in the Scriptures is to be receired, and what not. 
He does not admit it, because it is found in writings of 
so great credit and authority ; but it is rightly written, 
because it is agreeable to his judgment. Into what 
confusion and uncertainty must men be brought by such 
a principle!" 

It is a wonderful circumstance in the providenee 
of God, that while the two parts of Scripture were 
delirered to two classes, with the fullest attestation of 
their Divine original, both the one and the other have 
been faithful in preserving the precious trust respec- 
tively committed to them, while they have both been 
rebellious in regard to that part of which they were 
not originally appointed the depositaries. The Jews 
always held the books of the Old Testament in the 
highest veneration, and continued to preserve them, 
without addition or diminution, until the coming of 
Him concerning whom they testify, and they have 
kept them entire to this day ; yet they have altogether 
rejected the New Testament Scriptures. And while 
Christians have all agreed in preserving the Scriptures 
of the New Testament entire and uncorrupted, they 
have wickedly adulterated those of the Old by a 
spurious addition, or have retrenched certain portions 
of them. Of the Divine original of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, as we now possess them, we have evidence the 
most abundant and diversified. It is the distinguish- 
ing characteristic of the Gospel that it is preached to 
the poor, and God has so ordered it, that the authen- 
ticity of that Word by which all are to be judged, 
should not be presented to them as a matter of doubt- 
ful disputation. 

Were there no other evidence of the truth of Divine 
revelation than the existence of the Holy Scriptures, 
that alone would be conclusive. The Bible is not a 
book compiled by a single author, nor by many authors, 
acting in confederacy in the same age, in which case 
it would not be so wonderful to find a just and close 
connection in its several parts. It is the work of be- 
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tween thirty and forty writers in rery different condi- 
tions of life, from the throne and sceptre down to the 
lowest degree, and in very distant ages, during which 
the world must have put on an entirely new appear- 
ance, and men must hare had different interests to 
pursue. This would have led a spirit of imposture to 
Tary its schemes, and to adapt them to different stations 
in the world, and to different fashions and changes in 
eyery age. Dayid wrote ahout 400 years after Moses, 
and Isaiah ahout 250 after David, and John ahout 800 
years after Isaiah. Yet these authors, with all the 
other Prophets and Apostles, wrote in perfect harmony, 
confirming the authority of their predecessors, labour- 
ing to enforce their instructions, and denouncing the 
severest judgment on all who continued disobedient. 
Such entire agreement in propounding religious truths 
and principles, different irom any before or since pro- 
mulgated, except by those who have learned from 
them, establishes the Divine mission of the writers of 
the Bible beyond dispute, proving that they all derived 
their wisdom from God, and spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost. In all the works of God there is 
an analogy characteristic of his Divine hand ; and the 
variety and harmony that shine so conspicuously in 
the heavens and the earth, are not further removed 
from the suspicion of imposture than the unity that, 
in the midst of boundless variety, reigns in that book 
which reveals the plan of redemption. To forge the 
Bible is as impossible as to forge a world. 
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THE INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY 
SCRIPTURES. 

The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are not 
only genuine and authentic, but also inspired writings. 
The claim of inspiration which they adyance, is a claim 
of in^Edlibility and of perfection. It is also a claim of 
absolute authority, which demands unlimited submis- 
sion. It is a claim which, if set up for any other book,, 
might, with the utmost ease, be shown to be unfounded. 

The inspiration of the Scriptures is attested, both by 
the nature and ralue of their contents, and by the eyi-> 
dence of their truth. On these grounds, they stand 
without a riyal in the world, and challenge from every 
man the highest possible regard. 

Our knowledge of the inspiration of the Bible, like 
every other doctrine it contains, must be collected from 
itself. If the writers of this book appear with such ere* 
dentials as entitle them to be received as commissioned 
of God, then it is from themselves only that we can 
learn those truths which they are authorised to make 
known. Among these, it is of primary importance to 
know what is the extent of that dependence which we 
are to place on their words. Is implicit credit to be 
given to every thing they declare ? and, if the writers 
are numerous, is this equally due to them all ? 

The question of inspiration has been viewed as one of 
the utmost difficulty; and, accordingly, various theories 
have been invented to explain it. To those who con- 
sider the subject merely in the light of the Bible itself, 
(the only source of legitimate information on any mat- 
ter of revelation), it may appear surprising that this 
doctrine should be supposed to present any difficulties 
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at all. Nothing can be more dearly, more expressly, or 
more precisely taught in the Word of God. And while 
other important doctrines may be met with passages of 
seeming opposition, there is not in the language of the 
Scriptures one expression that even appears to coatr»« 
diet their plenary or verbal inspiration. Whence^ then, 
it may be ask^, has arisen the idea of difficulty so 
general among the learned, but utterly unknown to the 
great body of Christians ? It has wholly arisen from a 
profane desire to penetrate into the manner of the Di« 
vine operation on the mind of man in the communica- 
tion of revealed truth. Instead of coming to the Scrip- 
tures in a childlike manner, and humbly submitting to 
what they teach on this subject, many have occupied 
themselves in forming a scale for determining how far 
Divine assistance was afforded to the sacred penmen in 
the different parts of their writings ; and according to 
almost all those who have discusMd this subject, some 

farts of Scripture require only a very small degree of 
>ivine assistance. But as the Scriptures assert the in- 
spiration equally of all their parts, these writers are 
obliged to denominate even this slight assistance as a 
kind of inspiration. Some, accordingly, make three 
degrees or kinds of inspiration, while others add a fourth. 
To the Superintendence^ EletatioH^ and Suggestion of 
Doddridge, has been added Direction,^ And some, 
substantially agreeing in the doctrine of different de- 
grees, quarrel with the terms by which these distinctions 
are designated, and for Suggestion have substituted 
Bevdation^ as more appropriately expressing the high- 
est degree in the scale of inspiration. 

To these speculations, though very generally adopted, 
the writers of the Scriptures give not the slightest 
countenance or support Such being the fact, and as 

* For ibese dUtinctioni there ia no foaBdation whatever. Saper. 
intendenoe, Eleyation, and Direction, are not degrees of the inspira- 
tion of Scripture. Had these been all enjoyed by the writers of the 
Bible, it would not have made it an inspired book, nor have entitled 
it to be Galled the Word of Qod. 
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the question of iDspiration can only be detennined by 
the Scriptures themselves, all the distinctions that have 
been introduced are nothing better than rain and un- 
substantial theories, unfounded and unsupported by any 
evidence. The Scriptures contain no intimation of their 
being written under an inspiration of any kind but one. 
" All Scripture^*' says Paul, " is gwen by inspiration of 
Grod." This declaration refers to the whole of the Old 
Testament, which Timothy had known from his child* 
hood. But as the greater part of the New Testament 
was at that time published, and as the whole of it is 
uniformly classed by its writers with the Old Testament, 
this expression of Paul equally applies to the New Tes- 
tament. The Apostle Peter classes a// the Epistles of 
Paul, which he ascribes to the wisdom given to him, 
with " the other Scriptures," thereby declaring them to 
be of the same authority, and showing that all the writ- 
ings, both of the Old and New Testament, were desig- 
nated " the Scriptures." 

Inspiration belongs to the original writings. No one 
contends for any degree of inspiration in the transcribers 
in different ages. Accuracy in the copies they have 
made is, under the providence of God, by which he al- 
ways perfectly attains his purposes, secured by the 
fidelity of those to whom the Scriptures have been com- 
mitted — by the opposition of parties watching each 
other, as of Jews and Christians, and of various sects — 
and by the great multiplication of copies and transla- 
tions into different languages, which took place so early. 

The inspiration spoken of in the book of Job (xxxii. 
8), where it is said^ '^ There is a spirit in men, and the 
inspiration of the Almighty giveth them understanding," 
appears to refer to the communication of those intellec- 
tual powers with which man is endowed by his Creator. 
Every Christian has, besides this, an unction from the 
Holy Ghost, who dwelleth in him, through whom he 
was bom again, and by whose influence his spiritual life 
is maintained. There have also been various miracu- 
lous gifts of the Holy Spirit bestowed on the servants of 
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God, and among these is that inspiration, by means of 
which God has reyealed himself in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

The word inspire signifies to breathe into, and literally 
corresponds to the original in 2 Tim. iii. 1 6. All Scrip- 
ture is inspired by God^ or breathed into the writers by 
God. It is, therefore, of the writing that the inspira- 
tion is asserted. The Greek compound word, corres- 
ponding to our phrase " inspired by God,** was applied 
among the heathens to such dreams as were supposed 
to be breathed into men by any of the gods. This in- 
spiration, , which, without any exception, yariation, or 
gradation, is claimed by the writers of the Scripture, and 
which entitles the whole of it to be denominated ^^ the 
Word of God," is of the highest kind, by which they 
were " led into all truth." It consists in that communi- 
cation made to their minds by the Spirit of God, of the 
ideas and words which they haye recorded in that sacred 
book. Paul expressly calls the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures " the ORACLES of God," which were committed 
to the Jews. Rom. iii. 2. He afterwards giyes the 
same denomination of ^* oracles'' to all the reyealed 
truth of God. Heb. y. 12. The same expression was 
used by the Greeks to denote the responses giyen out 
in distinct words, which their priests made, in name of 
their deities, to those who consulted them. In the same 
sense, Stephen, speaking under the immediate influence 
of the Holy Ghost, designates the writings of Moses as 
*' liyely oracles." In this expression their t^r^a/ inspira- 
tion is distinctly asserted. 

In the passage aboye quoted, " All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God" the same thing is distinctly af- 
firmed. Paul does not say the meaning of all Scripture, 
or the ideas contained in it, but all Scripture — all writ-- 
ingy or all that is written (taking writing in the ap- 
propriated sense in which he uses it), is giyen by inspira- 
tion of God. We haye here a most unequiyocal testi- 
mony to the inspiration of the words of Scripture, for 
neither a meaning, nor an idea, can be expressed in 
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writing, except by words. If any writing ii in^ired, 
the words of necessity must be inspired, because the 
words are the writing; for what is a writing but words 
written ? The thoughts and sentiments are the mean* 
ing of the words. To say that a writing is inspired, 
while the toardi are uninspired, is a contradiction- in 
terms. The affirmation of Paul, then, respects the 
words as containing the meaning, and not the meaning 
as containing the words. To the same purpose, the 
Apostle Peter affirms, that '' the prophecy came not of old 
time Qat any time]] by the will ofman^ but holy men oi 
God gpake m they toere moved by the Holy Ghost." if 
they epcJte as they were fnowd^ they did not choose the 
language they uttered, but the words which they spoke 
were given to them by the Holy Ghost. In the same 
manner, the disciples, on the day of Pentecost, ^^ were all 
JUled toith the Holy Ghosty and beyan to speak with other 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance" Here uUer^ 
ance^ or the words they spoke, is expressly ascribed to 
the Holy Spirit. Nothing can more distinctly convey 
the meaning of inspiration than these words, ^' Who by 
the mouth of thy servant David hast said" Acts iv. 25. 
And this inspiration, which, without variation or excep* 
tion, is claimed for the Scriptures by the sacred writers, 
entitles the whole of them to be called " the Word of 
God^ to which high designation they could not be en- 
titled on any other ground. 

The words of Scriptiure, as used by the writers, were 
indeed their own words. But this does not imply that 
the Bible is partly the word of God, and partly the 
word of man. It is not the effect of any such co-oper- 
ation as supposes that one part was produced by God, 
and the other part by man, to make out a whole. The 
passages above quoted preclude our entertaining any 
such notion. Because the words were written by the 
Prophets and Apostles, this does not prevent them from 
being the words of God. The following remarks of 
President Edwards, when he is combating the deeply 
erroneous sentiment of the Arminians, respecting a co* 
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operation between God and man in the work of grace, 
will explain this matter : — '* In efficacious grace, we are 
not merely passive, nor jet does God do some, and we 
do the rest. But God does all, and we do all. God 
produces all, and we act alL For that is what he pro* 
duces, viz., our own acts. Qod ia the only proper 
author and foundation ; we only are the proper acton. 
We are, in different respects, wholly passiye and wholly 
active. In the Scriptures the same things are repre- 
sented as from God and from us. God is said to con- 
vert, and men are said to convert and turn. God makes 
a new heart, and we are commanded to make us a new 
heart. God circumcises the heart, and we are com* 
manded to circumcise our own hearts; not merely be* 
cause we must use the means in order to the effect, but 
the effect itself is our act and duty. These things are 
agreeable to that text, ' God worketh in you both to 
will and to do.' " — Edward^ Eemarks^ &c., 251. 

" We grant," says Dr Owen, " that they" (the sacred 
writers) ^^ used their own abilitiei of mind and under* 
standing in the choice of words, and expressions. So 
the preacher sought to find out acceptahle toords. Eccles. 
xii. 10. But the Holy Spirit, who is more intimate 
into the minds and skill of men than they are them* 
selves, did so guide and operate in them, as that the 
words they fixed upon were as directly and certainly 
from him, as if they had been spoken to them by an 
audible voice." — Oicen on the Spirit^ book ii. chap. i. 
sect. 20. 

We are not, however, required to suppose, that while 
inspired, the ordinary exercise of the mculties of the 
penmen of the Scriptures was counteracted or suspended, 
or that their minds did not entirely go along with what 
was communicated to them. ''They were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost" Acts ii. 4. '' They had the 
mind of Christ," I Cor. ii. 16; and were themselves 
cast into the mould of that doctrine which they delivered 
to others. We are certain, then, as appears from the 
whole of their writings, that as far as they comprehended 
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the truths which they were employed to record, they 
hoth fully acquiesced in them, and powerfully felt their 
force. It forms no objection to their inspiration, that 
the words of Scripture are occasionally changed in pa- 
rallel passages or quotations, by him who dictated them. 
The Holy Spirit is not confined to any one mode of 
expression, and in such places his mind is conveyed in 
words, which, though varied by him, are yet perfectly 
adapted to communicate his will. 

Nor does the difference of style which we find among 
these writers at all conclude against their having the 
words they were to write imparted to them. On the 
same ground that the term *' Scripture" includes the 
thoughts and words, so also does it necessarily compre- 
hend the style in which it is written ; which is, in fact, 
nothing more than the choice and arrangement of the 
words ; for what is style, abstracted from the words that 
express it ? The style that God was pleased to employ 
was used, and the instruments were such as that style 
was natural to, flowing, like the words, with their full 
consent, and according to the particular tone of their 
minds. The style of the Scriptures is the characteristic 
style of the different writers ; but God is the author of 
it. The style is as truly God's as the matter ; for if he 
has employed the style of different writers, he has like- 
wise employed their expressions, thoughts, reasonings, 
and arguments. God did not leave them to the opera- 
tion of their own mind, but has employed the opera- 
tions of their mind in his Word. The Holy Spirit could 
dictate to them his own words in such a way that they 
would also be their own words, uttered with the under- 
standing. He could express the same thought by the 
mouth of a thousand persons, each in his own style. 
Is it, then, because we cannot comprehend the mode of 
such an operation, that arrogant and weak mortals dare 
to deny the obvious import of Scripture declarations ? 

The objection to verbal inspiration, taken from the 
variety of style among the sacred writers, or from the 
circumstance that the same fact is often variously related 
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by them, though at first sight it may seem plausible, is, 
in reality, both unfounded and absurd. It is taking it 
for granted that two or more accounts of the same thing, 
differing in phraseology, though substantially agreeing, 
cannot all be the words of inspiration ; which has not 
the smallest foundation in truth. If variety of expres- 
sion in relating the same things in the Gospel would 
not affect the truth of the narrative, on the supposition 
that the writers were uninspired men, why is it presumed 
that it would affect it on the supposition of their being 
inspired ? and why should it be thought improper for 
the Holy Ghost to make use of that variety ? Or, be- 
cause one peculiar cast of style distinguished every man's 
writings, is it thought impossible that the Spirit of God 
can employ a variety of styles ; or is it supposed that 
he must be confined to one single mode of expression ? 
The simple statement of such an idea contains its refuta- 
tion. It is evident, too, that variety of style militates 
no more against verbal inspiration, than against the 
supposed inspiration of superintendence; for if the Holy 
Spirit sanctioned variety, it was equally consistent to 
dictate variety. And it might be shown that such variety 
is of essential importance in the Gospel narratives, in 
bringing out very interesting views, that could not be so 
well exhibited in a single narrative. 

Of the fact, however, that the variety of style which 
is foimd among the writers of the Scriptures does not 
in the smallest degree militate against that verbal in- 
spiration by which they affirm that they wrote, we have 
conclusive proof. For while it is evident to all, that 
there is a certain characteristic distinction of style that 
pervades the whole of the Scriptures, and sufficiently 
attests that they are the work of the same author, it is 
equally certain that each one of the writers is distin- 
guished from the rest by a style peculiar to himself. 
Now the difference of style is as great among the Prophets, 
when predicting future events which they did not under- 
stand, where, as is admitted by all^ the words tJiey ^m- 
ployed must necessarily have been communicated to them^ 
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as it is found to be among tihem when relating erents 
with which they were previously acquainted. Here, 
then, we have positive proof on this subject, which it is 
impossible to set aside. The objection, too, that is 
founded on variety of style, to the communication of 
wordSj would equally militate against the communica- 
tion of icteas. There is as great diversity of modes of 
THOUGHT, and of mewvng\their iubjects, as o/^ expression 
AND style, among the writers of Scripture, And can it 
for a moment be supposed, that either as to the one or 
the other the Spirit of God is limited ? ** He that 
planted the ear, shall he not hear ? He that formed the 
eye, shall he not see ? " ^' Who hath made man's mouth, 
or who maketh the dumb, or the deaf, or the seeing, or 
the blind ; did not I the Lord ? " He who conferred 
upon men all the varied powers and faculties which they 
possess, is he not able to communicate to their minds 
whatever to him seems good, in every possible variety 
of expression, and in every conceivable diape ? 

It has been objected, that if the verbal inspiration of 
the whole of the Scriptures could be proved, it would 
follow that the words of all the speakers who are intro- 
duced in them, such as those of Job s friends, although 
their opinions were erroneous, nay, even the words of 
the devil himself, were inspired. This objection is so 
absurd, that, unless it had been sometimes gravely urged, 
it would be too trifling to be noticed. Is it not suffi- 
ciently plain, that while God dictated to the sacred pen- 
man the words of those referred to, he dictated them to 
be inserted, not as his words, but as their words ? Even 
the sayings of wicked men and of devils in the Scrip- 
tures are recorded by inspiration as truly as the sayings 
of Christ himself, and, as recorded by the Holy Ghost, 
suggest inspired instruction. Every thing contained in 
the Bible, whether the words of the penman, that con- 
tain the mind of God, or the words of others, that are 
inserted for the purpose of giving such information as 
he is pleased to impart, la equally, according to the 
express declarations of Scripture, dictated by God. It 
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should, hoirever, l>e obserred, that it is not at ell im- 
plied in the assertion of plenary verbal inspiration, that 
ererj example recorded in Scripture, without any judg- 
ment expressed with regard to the conduct of good, or 
even inspired men, sho^d be for imitation. When the 
Word of €h>d records human conduct, without pro- 
nouncing on its morality, whether it is sin or duty, must 
be ascertained by an appeal to the general principles of 
JScripture. 

It is no valid objection to verbal inspiration, that the 
sacred writers were often acquainted beforehand with 
those facts which they recorded, and that they were di- 
rected to refer to this knowledge to establish their credi- 
bility. This no more proves that their relating these 
facts originated with themselves, than the previous 
knowledge of a messenger of the contents of the mes- 
sage he bears, proves that it originated with himself, or 
detracts from its truth or authority. Nor does it form 
any objection that the penmen of Scripture often appeal, 
in support of what they advance, to its own evidence, or 
that they reason from principles granted by those whom 
they addressed. This was practised by the Lord him- 
self, as to whose words no Christian will affirm that they 
are not the words of Gk>d. 

There is a simplicity, harmony, and consistency in 
that plan which represents the Scriptures as, in one 
point of view, the production of man, and in another 
wholly the book of God. This is precisely consistent 
with the language of the Apostle Paul, when he some- 
times designates the Gospel, ^* my Gospel,'' and some- 
times, " the Gospel of God," — it being, in fact, both the 
one and the other. Though the deepest wisdom of man 
could never have anticipated such a scheme of inspira- 
tion, yet when it is submitted to the mind, it manifests 
itself to be Divine. And nothing but this view will 
harmonise all the assertions of the Scriptures. 

The subject of the iniE^iration of the Bible has been 
too much disregarded among Christians; many have not 
attended to it at all, while others have ventured to in- 
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dulge in yain speculations respecting it Bat like every 
other doctrine, the nature of Diyine inspiration ought to 
be carefully inquired into, and the truth respecting it 
received with the most unreserved submission. It will 
be proper, then, to consider it solely in the light which 
the Word of God affords ; and for this purpose, after 
attending to the objections that have been derived from 
erroneous views of the meaning of certain passages of 
Scripture, to exhibit the ample proofs contained in the 
sacred record, which unequivocally substantiate its own 
plenary inspiration in every part, without a single ex- 
ception. 

The inspiration of certain parts of the Scriptures is 
frequently denied, on the supposition that the Apostles 
themselves '' sometimes candidly admit, that they are 
not speaking by inspiration." This objection proceeds 
on a mistaken view of the meaning of the passages on 
which it is founded. 

In the 7th chapter of the 1st Epistle to the Corin- 
thians, the Apostle Paul is supposed, in some places, to 
disclaim inspiration, and, in one place, not to be certain 
whether or not he is inspired. This, at first sight, will 
appear to be evidently contrary to the uniform style of 
this Apostle's writings, and altogether improbable, when, 
as a commissioned and accredited ambassador of Jesus 
Christ, he is answering certain questions put to him by 
a Christian church, to whom he had just before in the 
most explicit manner asserted, that he spoke " not in 
the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Ghost teacheth;" and that he was addressing 
them " in the name of the Lord Jesus." 1 Cor. ii. 13, 
and V. 4. Attention to this might have prevented the 
adoption of the unfounded and mistaken meaning that 
has been affixed to the passages referred to, which tends 
to unsettle the minds of Christians respecting the in- 
spiration of the Scriptures. No such indecision, how- 
ever, attaches to the passages in question. 

In answer to the question about marriage, Paul says, 
1 Cor. vii. 6, ^^I speak this hy permission^ and not ofeom^ 
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fnaridment" Does this mean that the Spirit permitted 
him, but did not command him, to give the answer he 
had done? Eren upon this supposition, the Apostle's 
declaration must be according to the mind of the Spirit; 
for Paul could not, on such an occasion, haye been per- 
mitted to say what was contrary to it. But this would 
have been a very extraordinary and unusual mode of 
communicating that mind, and evidently is not what is 
here intended. The obvious meaning is, that what the 
Apostle here said was in the way of permission, not of 
commandment. '' I speak this," says he, ''as a permission, 
and not as a commandment;" and without this, the 
Apostle might have been understood as enjoining marriage 
as an indispensable duty. In the second Epistle to the same 
church, chap. viii. 8, the Apostle expresses himself to 
the same purpose, in a passage which no one misunder- 
stands. Again, at the 1 0th verse, '' Unto the married 
I command^ yet not /, hut the Lord,** This command- 
ment had been delivered by the Lord Jesus Christ him- 
self. The Apostle, therefore, had no new commandment 
to deliver to them, or no commandment from himself 
only, but one which the Lord had given. '' To the rest 
speak /, not the Lord" There was no former command- 
ment given by the Lord, to which he might here refer 
them ; on this point, therefore, he now delivers to them 
the will of God. So far, indeed, was this commandment 
from having been given before, that it was the repeal of 
an old one, by which, under the Jewish dispensation, 
the people were commanded to put away their wives, if 
heathens. Can it, then, be supposed that the Apostle 
is speaking from himself, and not imder the dictation 
of iSxe Holy Ghost, when he is declaring the abrogation 
of a part of the law of God ? 

'' Now^ concerning virgins, I have no commandment 
of the Lord ; yet I give my judgment^ as one that hath 
obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful" Here again 
no commandment had formerly been given, to which 
Paul could refer those to whom he wrote. But now, he 
gave his judgment as one that had obtained mercy of 

G 
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the Lord to be faithfiil in the discharge of that ministry 
"which he had received, to deliver the whole counsel of 
God to man. '^ / think alto that I have the Spirit of 
God.'* In this, as in many other passages, the word 
translated, ^^ I think/'* does not mean doubting, but the 
most positive certainty. If Paul meant it to be under- 
stood that he was not certain whether he was inspired 
or not, it would contradict all that he has positively 
affirmed in the same Epistle, on the subject of his in- 
spiration, both before the expression in question, and 
afterwards, when he says, chap. xiv. 87» ^^ If any man 
think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him ac- 
knowledge that iJie things which I write unto you are 
the commandmenU of the Lord" And it would stand 
directly opposed to what he affirms, I Thess. iv. 8, '^ He 
therefore, that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, 
who hath also given unto us his Holy Spirit." But so 
far is this from being the case, that in order more deeply 
to impress the minds of those to whom he wrote, with 
the importance of what he had said, Paul concludes by 
assuring them that he was certain that he wrote by the 
Spirit of God. 

The only other passage in which this Apostle is sup- 
posed to disclaim inspiration, occurs in 2 Cor. xi. 17: 
^' That which 1 speak^ I speak it not after the Lord^ hut 
as it were foolishly^ in this confdefice of boasting" In 
this passage Paul does not refer to the authority, but to 
the example of the Lord. ^^ I speak not according to 
the example or manner of the Lord, but after the man- 
ner of fools,"— a manner which, as he tells the Corin- 
thians in the next chapter, they had compelled him to 
adopt. Such is the true sense of the above passages ; 
but even if the mistaken meaning so often attributed to 
them were the just one, they would not at all militate 

* " On 1 Cor. Tii. 40, Wolfiut remarks, that the v. 2m« imports 
not an uncertain opinion, but conviction and knowledge, as John v. 
89. So in Xenopkon, Cyroped., at the end of the proem, H#AirfBi 
AOKOTBCEN, expresses oMurance^ not doubt." — ParkkurH. And 
tee Acts xzTi. 9 ; 1 Cor. ir. 9 ; *' Doth he thank that servant because he 
did the things that were commanded him ? Itrov not." Luke XTii. 9. 
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against the plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, because 
in that case Paul was inspired to write precisely as he 
has done, since they form a part of Scripture, all of 
which is *^ given by inspiration of GodJ* If he has told 
us that he was not inspired on these points, he was in- 
spired to make the denial. 

Another passage in the second Epistle of Peter, i. 19, 
is frequently quoted, so as to invalidate the Apostolic 
testimony. Peter had just before affirmed, that on the 
mount of transfiguration he and the other Apostles had 
been eye-witnesses of the majesty of Jesus Christ, and 
had heard the voice from heaven, which attested that 
he was the beloved Son of God. Yet, after this, he is 
supposed to refer Christians to the word of prophecy, as 
*' more sure" than this testimony. Instead of this, which 
affixes a meaning to the passage degrading to the testi- 
mony of the Apostles (than which there is nothing in 
heaven or on earth more absolutely certain), he refers 
to the prophecies, now made " confirmed" by what they 
had witnessed.* 

Two passages are quoted from Paul's first Epistle to 
Timothy, v. 23, " Drink no longer water, but use a little 
wine for thy stomach's sake^ and thine often infirmities*' 
And 2 Tim. iv. 13, " The cloak that I left at Troas with 
Carpus^ when thou comest, bring with thee^ and the books^ 
but especially the parchments" These passages, it is 
supposed, are of so unimportant a nature, that they can- 
not be the dictates of inspiration. Such a conclusion, 
even if we could not discover their use, would be alto- 
gether unwarrantable. On the same principle we might 
reject many other parts of Scripture, the import of 
which we do not understand; but in doing so, we should 
act both as absurdly and irreverently as the daring in- 
fidel, who might assert that a worm or a mushroom was 
not the workmanship of God, because it appeared to- 

♦ ** He," the Apoetle, " does not oppose," says Welstein, " the 
prophetic word to fables, or to the transfiguration seen by himself. 

But the prophetic word is more firm now, as it has been 

confirmed by the event, than it was before the event. So the Greek 
interpreters understood the passage.'*— /^arib^tfrit. 
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him insignificant; or that the whole world was not 
created by God, because it contained deserts and barren 
wastes, the use of which he could not comprehend. 

" The different truths of revelation," says Mr Carson, 
^' have a different degree of importance ; but it requires 
as much inspiration to tell what hour it is by inspira- 
tion, as to reveal the Gospel itself. If all Scripture is 
given by inspiration, the reference to Paid's cloak re- 
quires as much inspiration as those passages that declare 
the way of salvation. The question is not, whether 
many things in Scripture might have been known with- 
out inspiration, as there are unquestionably others that 
could not at all have been otherwise known : but the 
question is, whether the most trivial thing said to be 
inspired, can be inspired in any other sense than things 
of the utmost moment. As long as it stands recorded, 
* All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,' so long 
the honour of revelation is as much concerned in the 
inspiration of an incidental allusion, as in that of the 
most fundamental truth." * 

In reference to the above passages, Dr Doddridge 

* *' The question ig, not at all whether the Apostle Paul needed 
inspiration to enable him to give such directions, but whether it was 
without inspiration that these directions form a part of a book, cUl 
of which comes to us as the Word of God, and inspired by him. There 
are many parts of Scripture that might have been written without 
inspiration ; but the question is, were the sacred writers left without 
inspiration to select what they would put into this book, and what 
they would keep out of it ? If so, then the book is theirs, not God^. 
Besides, if it be thought absurd to suppose that there is any inspira- 
tion in the direction which the Apostle gives about his cloak and his 
books, it may very naturally be thought that as little inspiration was 
necessary to tell us how often he bad received forty stripes save one; 
that he had fought with wild beasts at Ephesus; that he had under- 
gone an endless yarietj of perils; that he had been let down over 
the wall of Damascus m a basket, and put in the stocks at Philippi. 
Of all these, and many other similar instances, it may be said, that 
these are cases in which, as it would be absurd to suppose any in- 
spiration, so it was unnecessary to disavow it. We shall thus get 
quit of the whole account of the sufferings of the Apostles. The 
Apostle says, that * all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable/ &c. If there be many passages, or any passage, in 
which it would be absurd to suppose any inspiration, or which u not 
profitable, then he is guilty of stating what u not true.** 
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makes the following remarks : — ^' There are other objec- 
tions of a quite different class, with which I have no 
concern ; because they affect only such a decree of in- 
spiration as I think it not prudent^ and I am sure it is 
not necessary^ to assert. I leave them, therefore, to be 
answered by those^ if any such there be, who imagine that 
Paid would need an immediate revelation from Heaven, 
and a miraculous dictate of the Holy Ghost^ to remind 
Timothy of the cloak and icritinys which he left at Troas^ 
or to advise him to minyle a little wine with his water" * 
Modem writers on inspiration have likewise singled out 
these two passages, together with the shipwreck of Paul 
on the island of Melita, as uninspired, because they con- 
ceive that ^*' these were not things of a religious nature." 

Respecting the account of the Apostle's shipwreck, 
there are few things to be found in the historical part 
of the Bible that are more truly valuable, whether we 
consider the encouraging view it affords of the provi- 
dential dealings of the Lord in every circumstance of the 
life of his people, or attend to the unparalleled illustration 
it furnishes of the manner by which the purposes of God 
are, in the use of means, carried into effect. Nothing 
could be more worthy of inspiration than the recording 
of this portion of Scripture ; and so far from not being 
of a religious nature, the account it contains is fraught 
with the most important religious instruction. The ob- 
jection founded on the two passages in the Epistles to 
Timothy, being commonly resorted to as one of the 
strongholds of those who oppose the verbal inspiration of 
the whole of Scripture, requires to be examined at some 
length. Instead of being so trifling as to render them 
unworthy to be a part of Divine Revelation, they pre- 
sent considerations of very high interest. 

In the first of these passages it is said, '^ Drink no 
longer water ^ but use a little wine for thy stom^ich's sake^ 
and thine often infirmities.** A due consideration of the 
nature of the office of Paul, who gave this injunction to 

* Dissertation on the Inspiration of the New Testament, in 
Appendix to the Harmony of the Evangelists, p. 58. 
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Timothy, and of the Epistle in which it is contained, as 
a part of the oracles of God, as well as of the service in 
which Timothy was engaged, ought to have deterred any 
one irom rashly concluding that this verse forms no part 
of the words of inspiration. The connection, too, in 
which it is found, embodied in one of the most solemn 
addresses to be met with in the Scriptures, assures us 
that it must contain something of importance. "/ charge 
thee before God^ and the Lord JesuB Christy and the elect 
angeh^ that thou observe these things^ without preferring 
one before another^ doing nothing by partiality. Lay 
hands suddenly on no man^ neither be partaker of other 
men's sins: keep thyself pure. Drink no longer water, 
but use a little icine for thy stomach's sakcy and thine 
often infirmities. Some men's sins are open beforehand, 
going before to judgment; and some men they follow cfter. 
Likewise also the good works of some are manifest before^ 
hand; and they that are otherwise cannot be hid.'* Can 
it be imagined that, in the midst of an address, in 
which, if the language of inspiration is to be found in 
the Bible, the Apostle is speaking by it, before the 
charge is completed, which contains a permanent law in 
the kingdom of Christ, the course of that inspiration is 
suddenly interrupted and broken in upon by a remark 
merely human, " not of a religious nature," — by an ad- 
vice which, originating with the Apostle, might not be 
judicious ? On the contrary, being fully assured that 
the verse in question is, like the other parts of the 
charge that precede and follow it, dictated by the Divine 
Spirit, we are prepared to regard it as containing what 
is worthy of its author, and deserving of our attention. 
Proceeding, then, to examine it, under the settled con- 
viction that it is given by inspiration of God, and that 
it is profitable for instruction in righteousness, I observe, 
1. That while enjoining upon Timothy many arduous 
and laborious duties, the Apostle was inspired to ad- 
monish him to attend to his health, in order to fit him 
for their right discharge; and hence Timothy was taught, 
and we learn, that it is the duty of every man to have a 
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regard for his health, eyen amidst the most important 
labours, in order that he may be more fitted for the 
service of (rod, and that his life may be prolonged in 
that service. 

2. We learn the abstemiousness of Timothy, not- 
withstanding his bodily weakness, and abundant la- 
bours. 

3. That his abstemiousness was even carried the 
length of an unnecessary austerity, and that although he 
had a good end in view, this over-abstemiousness was 
wrong, and was therefore corrected by the Apostle. 
Hence we learn how apt we are to err, even when our 
intentions are gooa, and how necessary it is to receive 
direction from the Lord. 

4. If Timothy was in an error respecting the lawful- 
ness of using wine, that error is here corrected : but 
whether this was the case or not, it was a matter of im- 
portance to instruct believers on this point, on which, as 
it appears from Rom. xiv. 21, a diversity of opinion 
existed in the churches. The lawfulness of the use of 
wine was denied by the Essenes, a sect among the Jews, 
as was afterwards the case with different Christian sects. 
This error may have been imbibed by them, or confirmed 
by the law of the Nazarites, or from a partial attention 
to the manner in which the Rechabites, who abstained 
firom wine, were held up as an example of obedience to 
the people of Israel. In this view of the passage, it 
contains a most salutary and necessary corrective of what 
might otherwise have become extensively prejudicial in 
the kingdom of Christ ; and it proves a useful comment, 
in the way of warning, on what the Apostle had said a 
little before, concerning a defection that was to take 
place in the latter times, in which false teachers were to 
command men to abstain from meats which God had 
created, to be received with thanksgiving, chap. iv. 3. 

5. Use " a little wine." Here we are instructed in 
the duty of temperance. We are taught to use the 
bounties of Providence with moderation, and in subor- 
dination to our sustenance and bodily health. 
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6. If the error of those who live too abstemiously, so 
as to injure their health, he here corrected, how much 
more does this passage condemn those who exceed in a 
contrary extreme, and who impair their constitution by 
intemperance ! 

7. From this passage, as from some others, e. ^., Phil, 
ii. 27, we learn that the Apostles had it not in their 
power on every occasion, even when they might be de- 
sirous of it, to work miraculous cures, and that the gif^ 
of healing, at that time vouchsafed, did not preclude the 
use of means for the preservation of health. 

8. This passage sanctions the medical profession. 
This is very important, as some Christians have been 
inclined to think, that to have recourse to a physician 
is to supersede the interposition of God. Now, the pre- 
scription of Paul to Timothy was a medical prescription, 
founded on the fitness of the medicinal qualities of wine. 
Christians ought, indeed, to look to God for their cure, 
so ought they for the nourishment of their bodies, for 
man does not live by bread alone ; but both food and 
medicine are to be taken as the means appointed by God, 
as we here learn. 

The other passage referred to occurs in Paul's second 
Epistle to Timothy, chap. iv. 13, ^^The cloak that I left <U 
Troas with Carpusy when thou comesty bring with thee^ 
and the books, but especially the parchments," This pas- 
sage, like the former, is introduced in the midst of very 
solemn considerations, in connection with an annuncia- 
tion of the Apostle Paul's trial for his life, and in the 
immediate prospect of his martyrdom. In his desire to 
have his cloak brought to him from a distance, a proof 
is recorded, at the close of his ministry, of Paul's disin- 
terestedness in his labours among the churches. We 
are here reminded of his resolution, and are taught how 
faithfully he adhered to it, to make the Gospel of God 
without charge ; and in the peculiar circumstances in 
which he was placed, not to abuse his power of receiv- 
ing support in preaching the Gospel, or to allow his 
glorying on the ground of his disinterestedness to be 
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made void. 1 Cor. iz. 13-18. On the approach of win- 
ter, in a cold prison, and at the termination of his course, 
the Apostle Paul appears here to he a follower indeed 
of Him who had not where to lay his head. He is pre- 
sented to our view as actually enduring those hardships, 
which elsewhere he describes in a manner so affecting — 
^^ in prisons, — in cold, — ^in nakedness." He had aban- 
doned, as he elsewhere informs us, all the fair prospects 
that once opened to him of worldly advantages, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Christ, and had suffered 
the loss of all things: and in this Epistle we see all that 
he has said on the subject embodied and verified. He 
is about to suffer death for the testimony of Jesus ; and 
now he requests one of the few friends that still adhered 
to him (all the others, as he tells us, having forsaken 
him) to do his diligence to come before winter, and to 
bring to him his cloak. Here, in his solemn farewell 
address, of which the verse before us forms a part, — the 
last of his writings, and which contains a passage of un- 
rivalled grandeur, — the Apostle of the Gentiles is ex- 
hibited in a situation deeply calculated to affect us. We 
behold him standing upon the confines of the two worlds: 
— in this world about to be beheaded, as guilty, by the 
Emperor of Rome — in the other world to be crowned, 
as righteous, by the King of kings ; here deserted by 
men — there to be welcomed by angels ; here in want of 
a cloak to cover him — there to be clothed upon with his 
house from heaven. 

Dr Doddridge, in his commentary on the passage 
before us, has the following note : — ^^ ^ Bring with thee 
that cloak! If ^iKovtiv here signifies eloak^ or mantUy it 
is, as Grotius justly observes, a proof of PauVs poverty, 
that he had occasion to send so far for such a garment, 
which probably was not quite a new one." Since, as 
we here learn, this observation of Grotius appeared just 
to Dr Doddridge, it might have prevented him from 
rashly treating the subject with the levity which appears 
in his remark, formerly quoted, and from thinking it 
not '^prudent" to assert that the text was dictated by 
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man, bat as '' the Ward qfCrod^* that we discover their 
beauty and their use. It is God himself who there 
speaks. He who is the high and \oity One that in- 
habiteth eternity, condescends to the weakness and to 
the wants of his servants. Nothing that interests them 
escapes his notice. The hairs of their head are all num* 
bered, and the smallest circumstance of their lot is 
ordered by the providence of God. What a striking 
illustration do these two passages afford, of those affect- 
ing considerations which Jesus presented to his disciples, 
Luke xii. 22-30, in order to withdraw their minds 
from the cares and anxieties to which they are so prone 
to yield during their earthly pilgrimage ! Viewing these 
verses in this light, as the vx>rds of God himself can any 
thing be more adapted to foster the spirit of adoption, 
or to lead us to cry, Abba, Father ? And are they to 
be expunged from the Sacred Record, as incompatible 
with the idea we ought to form of inspiration, and un- 
worthy of proceeding from God? But it is at such 
passages as these that the blind infidel scoffs, while the 
injudicious or ill-instructed Christian considers them as 
useless, and converts them into an argument against the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. 

On the same principle that the admonition to Timothy, 
to drink no longer water, but to use a little wine for the 
benefit of his health, is rejected as unworthy of verbal 
inspiration, ought not the truth of the miracle wrought 
at the marriage at Cana in Galilee, of turning water 
into wine, to be denied, and the occasion deemed un- 
worthy of miraculous interposition; and especially of 
its being exhibited as the first of the miracles of Jesus ? 
Shall we be told that it also was a ^^ thing not of a re- 
ligious nature," that it was not worthy to be recorded 
by the pen of inspiration, that it is not ^^ prudent" to 
speak of such a passage as inspired; or to admit with 
those, '' if any such there be^ tcho imagine " that Jesus 
first manifested forth his glory by turning a little water 
into wine ? 

The levity, not to say the profaneness, of this man- 
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ner of treating the Holj Scriptures, ought to be held in 
abhorrence. Their paramount authority, and their 
unitj as the Word of God, are thus set aside. The 
Bible is converted into another book ; and a new reve- 
lation, were such licentious principle of interpretation 
admitted, would become indispensable to teach the 
humble Christian, who takes it for '' a lamp unto his 
feet, and a light unto his path," — what portion of it he 
is to consider as from God, and what portion as from 
man, — what parts of it are of '' a religious nature/' from 
which he may derive edification, and in which he may 
converse with God, — and what parts relate only to 
" common or civil afiairs," with which he has no con- 
cern, and respecting which it would not be prudent to 
speak of them as inspired. If, in this manner, inspira- 
tion is first denied to the words, and next to such things 
as are supposed not to be ^^ of a religious nature," the 
progress to the non-inspiration of whole books of Scrip- 
ture, is perfectly easy and natural ; and, if whole books 
are rejected, then both the authenticity and the inspi- 
ration of the whole of the Scriptures are subverted. For, 
if the canon has admitted one uninspired book, there is 
no security that it has not admitted more ; and if that 
canon has been recognised by Jesus Christ with one un- 
inspired book, every book in the collection may be unin- 
spired, notwithstanding that recognition. If the Apostle 
Paul has asserted the inspiration of the whole volume, 
while one book is iminspired, no book in the volume 
can be received on his authority. The discovery, in like 
manner, of one single passage in the Scriptures not dic- 
tated by the Holy Ghost, would make void the declara- 
tion that " all Scripture is given by inspiration of God," 
and would render inspiration necessary to tell us what 
part of it is inspired, and what is not. According to 
those writers who deny the doctrine of plenary inspira- 
tion, we have not the pure Word of God ; for much 
that we have under that designation is solely the word 
of man. 

Let those who treat the Scriptures in this manner 
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pause, and review the principles on which they are pro- 
ceeding ; and let them cease to perplex ^^ plaon Chris- 
tians*' with their rash and unhallowed speculations. 
The great hod j of helieyers receiye, with implicit cre- 
dence, the whole contents of the Bihle as the oracles of 
Qod ; — they yenture neither to add to it nor to take 
from it. Convinced that it is the hook of God, they 
treat even those parts of it which they do not under- 
stand with humhle reverence ; and in them is fulfilled 
what is written, Matt. xi. 25, while the fancied wisdom 
and knowledge of many learned critics has perverted 
them. Isaiah xlvii. 10. Those who, in the spirit of 
little children, read in the Epistles of JPaul to Timothy, 
that ^' all Scripture is given hy inspiration of God," will 
not easily he induced to helieve, that in the very same 
Epistles the Apostle has contradicted his own declara- 
tion, and has afforded at least two examples of the fal- 
lacy and unsoundness of what he had, almost in the 
same hreath, so solemnly affirmed. And it is upon ths 
general ground of these passages being foundin Scripturey 
ind^pendenUy of the meaning whicn may be affixed to 
them^ that we denounce the profane manner in which 
they have heen treated, and hold them to he a portion 
of the Word of God. It was in this light that Origen, 
who was horn towards the end of the second century, 
viewed those parts of Scripture as inspired, of which he 
was not ahle to discover the use. The following are his 
words, when quoting Mark x. 50: — *^ Shall we say that 
the Evangelist wrote without thought, when he related 
the man's casting away his garment, and leaping and 
coming to Jesus ? and shall we dare to say that these 
things were inserted in the Gospels in vain ? For my 
part, I helieve that not one jot or tittle of the Divine 
instruction is in vain. We are never to say that there 
is any thing impertinent or superfluous in the Scriptures 
of the Holy Spuit, though to some they may seem oh-> 
scure. But we are to turn the eyes of our mind to Him 
who commanded these things to he written, and seek of 
Him the interpretation of them. The Sacred Scriptures 
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come from the fulness of the Spirit; so that there is no- 
thing in the Prophets or the Law, or the Gospel, or the 
Apostles, which descends not from the fulness of the 
Divine Majesty." "Well knowing," says Irenseus, 
^^ that the Scriptures are perfect, as dictated (or spoken) 
by the Word of God and his Spirit, a heavy punish- 
ment awaits those who add to, or take from,, the Scrip- 
tures." 

The inspiration of Luke, in writing the account of 
Paul's shipwreck, and that of Paul in writing for his 
cloak, stand upon the same foundation as their in- 
spiration in recording the plan of salvation. But even 
if it were true, as many ignorantly suppose, that 
Paul, in his seventh chapter of the first Epistle to 
the Corinthians, guards against the idea of his in- 
spiration in the cases there referred to, then every 
thing that he has written is to be taken as inspired, 
when he gives no such intimation ; and consequently 
his message about the cloak and parchments, and his 
medical advice to Timothy, would have their claim 
to inspiration fully authenticated, even in the view 
of those persons who pervert the meaning of that 
chapter. 

Some who are satisfied as to the inspiration of all 
the other parts of the New Testament Scriptures, are 
doubtful concerning the inspiration of the three books 
written by Mark and Luke, who were not Apostles. 
From early accounts concerning these disciples, it is 
reckoned by many that they were among the seventy 
whom Jesus sent out in Judea. We know for certain 
that they respectively accompanied Peter and Paul in 
their journeys, and they are mentioned by these two 
Apostles with much regard. The Apostles not only 
received the miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit, but 
by laying on their hands imparted these gifts to other 
disciples. When Peter went down to Samaria, he laid 
his lurnds on the disciples there, who then received the 
Holy Ghost. AVhen Paul wrote to the Christians at 
Bom% he informed them that he longed to see them, 
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that he might impart to them some spiritaal gift. 
Paul had communicated a ^ft to Timothj, vhom he 
employed, as he also did Titus, in directing the churches 
in his ahsence. *' I pui thee in remembrance that thou 
itir up the ffift of God which ie in thee^ by the putting 
on of my hands, ' By means of these gifts, those who 
possessed them were enabled to speak in languages 
they had neyer learned, and some of them to speak, 
by " reyelation," the mind of God. There can be no 
reason, then, to doubt, that to Mark and Luke, con- 
sidering the circumstances in which they stood with 
the Apostles, the best miraculous gifls were also com* 
municated. They were not Apostles, but they were 
Prophets who received immediate revelations from the 
Spirit. Eph. iv. 11. 

But the conclusive argument as to the inspiration 
and fitness of these two disciples to contribute the 
books they have furnished to the sacred volume, does 
not rest on any supposition, however good the grounds 
of it may be, but on the fact, that the first churches, 
under the immediate guidance and superintendence of 
the Apostles^ received these books on an equal footing 
with the other Scriptures. The nation of Israel was 
appointed by God himself to be the depositaries of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, which are stamped with the 
authority of Jesus Christ. In like manner, to that 
nation which constitutes the kingdom of heaven the 
New Testament Scriptures were committed. To it 
they were addressed and delivered by the Apostles, 
whom Christ had commissioned to record his words, 
which these Scriptures contain. The inspiration, there- 
fore, of this second portion of the Holy Scriptures 
stands on the same footing with that of the first por- 
tion, and is equally stamped with his authority. We 
appeal to the canon of the Jews with respect to the 
Old Testament, and we have the same strong ground 
of confidence, when we receive from the first churches 
the Scriptures of the New Testament. As, therefore, 
the Gospels of Mark and Luke, and the Acts of the 
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Apostles, were receired by them without dispute, were 
read bj them in their assemblies every Lord's day, and 
taken for the rule of their duty, as of equal authority 
with the other Scriptures, which we have already seen 
by quotations from the early Christian writers ; so we 
conclude with certainty, that these books stand on the 
same footing in point of authority, — in other words, of 
inspiration, — with all the rest, and form a part of the 
words of Christ, by w^hich we shall be judged at the 
last day. 

Many suppose that the historical parts of Scripture 
were written by men acquainted with the facts that 
are recorded under a Divine auperintendencey by which 
they were prevented from falling into any error. This 
opinion is founded on very low and erroneous ideas 
of these portions of the Word of God, and of their 
use. It supposes that these histories are little more 
than the narrative of the facts they contain, in which 
we are not greatly concerned. But every fact they 
record is fraught with important instruction. This 
idea was so strongly impressed on the Jews, that they 
maintained that God had more care of the letters and 
syllables of the Law, than of the stars in heaven ; and 
that upon each tittle of it whole mountains of doctrine 
hung. Hence every individual letter of the Law was 
numbered by them, and notice was taken how often 
it occurred. The facts of the Scripture history teach 
the character of God and the character of man. They 
are the history of God's providence and ways, and all 
of them refer to the work of the Messiah. 

The historical parts of Scripture are both introduc* 
tory to, and illustrative of, the plan of redemption. 
The general importance, in a religious point of view, 
of the great outline of the narrations of the Fall, — 
of the Flood, — of the calling of Abraham, and of the* 
election of the people of Israel, — of their deliverance 
from Egypt, and their being put in possession of the 
momised land, must be universally acknowledged. 
But the whole of the minute detail, by which that. 
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outline is fiHed up, is likewise in the highest degree 
instractire, and ought to he perused with the most 
devout attention. The BiUe history descrihes, in 
action and exhibition, the perfections of Jehoyah, as 
fiiUy as the proclamation in which he declares himself 
to be long-suffering, and of great mercy, fo^ying ini- 
quity and transgression, and by no means clearing the 
guilty. It delineates the deceitiulness and desperate 
wickedness of the human heart, as forcibly and dis- 
tinctly as the annunciations of the prophets, when they 
^cry aloud and spare not." In the narratiyes of 
Scripture, the dependent state, the peryerseness, and 
the lolly of man, and the secret motives by which he 
is actuated, as well as the power, the wisdom, the 
justice, and the goodness of God, in his providential 
government, and above ail in redemption, are vividly 
depicted. There is not a battle fought by the Israelites^ 
nor a change in the administration ctf their govamment, 
the account of which is not designed for our instruo* 
tion. There is not an incident recorded as taking 
place in a private £unily, that has not a significant 
meaning. 

In the Scriptures there are many things which, con- 
sidered only in themselves, appear to be of no value, 
or, at least, of very little importance ; but in reality 
the Bible contains nothing superfluous — nothing which 
does not contribute to its perfection, and to the evi- 
dence of its divine origin. Besides the list of names 
in genealogies, we observe many other things in the 
Word of God, the knowledge of which seems to be 
of no use ; yet their importance might be proved by 
numerous examples. We find in the Old Testament 
several regulations and narrations, which in appearance 
contribute neither to the strengthening of faith, nor to 
instruction or consolation. In the book of Moses, 
matters of the greatest importance are often only 
touched upon in a few wonib, while, on the contraEy, 
many things that seem inconsideiabk are dwelt upon 
at great length. The redemption by the Messiah, 
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which God promised to man immediatelj after his 
lyU- the calling of the Gentiles predicted to Abraham 
^— the priesthood of Melchisedec, the most illustrious 
figure of Christ, and many other points of important 
doctrine, are onlj noted in a verj summarj manner. 
On the other hand, the nativity of Ishmael, the mar^ 
riage of Isaac, and similar histories, are amply detailed, 
eren in the most minute particulars, but all of them 
are full of instruction. The single account of Hagar 
and Ishmael, as interpreted by the Apostiie Paul, even 
to the most inconsiderable dieumstance, shows us 
how we ought to judge of other histories of the Old 
Testamoit, although we do not perceire their object. 
If Abraham had two sons, the one by a bond-maid, 
the other by a free woman, and if the former was cast 
out of the family; these are the two covenants, the 
one superseding the other. In that important part of 
Holy Writ, the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the 
Romans, the Apostle Paul unfolds ^'the deep things 
of God, which God had revealed to him by his Spirit." 
How much instruction does he there deduce from the 
historical fact, that Isaac had two sons, bom of the 
same mother, and at the same time, concerning whom 
it was said, *^ The elder shall eerve the younger;" which 
contains a practical exhibition of the great and fdnda^ 
mental doctrines of the Prbsoibngr, the Protidencb, 
and the Sotbrbigntt of God, of his Predestination, 
Election, and Reprobation. 

Various particulars, apparently of little consequence, 
which the Scriptures relate at great length, prove in 
what way effects the most wonderful have proceeded 
from causes in themselves inconsiderable ; for instance, 
the birthright of Jacob. God is pleased to teach great 
things, by things that are small. The prohibitions to 
take the dam with its young ones in the nest, and not 
to muzzle the ox that treadeth out the com, extend 
farther than at first appears. The act of Jesus Christ 
in stretching out his Imnd to touch the leper, does not 
seem of any aoeount, except to those who know the 
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law which declares that it occasioned uncleanness. 
The same law forhade the high-priest, who represented 
Jesus Christ, to enter any house in which there was 
a dead hody. Notwithstanding this, the Lord even 
touched a hier. In all these particulars there is a 
fulness of important doctrine. 

Each passage in Scripture has its particular end in 
view, as the signification of the hurning hush, and of 
the animals described in Ezekiel's yision. The Rere- 
lation of John does not present Jesus Christ to all the 
churches under the same figure. To one it presents 
the stars and the golden candlesticks. To another, it 
exhibits the two-edged sword. To another, the eyes 
like a flame of fire, and feet like fine brass. His tides 
are according to the diversity of the subjects. Many 
know, in general, that the ordinances of the ceremonial 
law prefigured Christ, but are ignorant how, and in 
what character, each of them represent him. There 
are none of them which haye not an end and particular 
reason. There are many who, not being acquainted 
with what the Scripture has in yiew, are astonished at 
the recital of different enormities which it particularises 
so carefully. The incest of Judah with the wife of 
his son, might seem as if it should rather haye been 
buried with him, than inserted in the Sacred History, 
with so many shameful circumstances. Yet if the 
arrogance of the Jews is considered, who glory in 
their extraction, and who eyen found their election 
as a nation and covenant upon the virtues of their 
ancestors, we shall see that their errors could not be 
better refuted, nor their pride more effectually humbled, 
than by holding up to their view the deeply culpable 
conduct of their progenitor. The sins of Abraham, of 
Isaac, and of Jacob, being recorded, was calculated to 
warn Israel not to seek salvation by the works of the 
law. The omission of the genealogy of Melchisedec, 
of his birth, and of his death, denoting the eternity of 
Jesus Christ, proves how much even the silence of 
the Scripture is instructive. Every distinct &ct re- 
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corded in Scripture history maj truly be considered an 
article of faith ; for in the plan of salvation, matters of 
fact are become doctrines, and doctrines are in the 
nature of matters of fact. That Jesus Christ was 
bom of a yii^gin, suffered, and rose again, are all at 
the same time matters of fact and doctrines. Every 
fact points to that great event upon which the salva- 
tion of man depends — the coming of the Son of God in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, to redeem a peculiar people 
to himself— or in some way illustrates his salvation. 

In the tenth chapter of the first Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians, the essential importance of the historical parts 
of the Old Testament Scriptures is placed beyond all 
doubt. After referring to the recorded history of Israel, 
concerning their passage through the Bed Sea, and the 
manner in which they were conducted in the wilderness, 
the Apostle adds, *^ Now all thege things happened to 
them Jbr examples^ and they are toritten for our adtno- 
nition^ upon whom the ends of the world are comeJ* 
Here the purpose and value of the historical parts of 
Scripture are demonstrated. They are intended for the 
admmtition of the people of God. ^ Whatsoever things 
were written aforetime^ were written for our learning^ 
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might haw hope*' Rom. zv. 4. In this passage it is 
expressly affirmed, that every part of the Old Testament 
Scriptures was written for the use and edification of 
believers. Where, then, is there a place for the impious 
sentiment which some have ventured to promulgate- 
so derogatory to every idea that we ought to entertain 
of the oracles of God — so diametrically opposed to all 
they inculcate respecting their own Divine origin and 
inspiration, that they contain certain things that are 
^* not of a religious nature," and that *^ no inspiration 
was necessary concerning them?" In opposition to 
such daring and profane theories, Paul, the commis- 
sioned and accredited ambassador of Jesus Christ, 
affirms that ^^ ALL Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor'- 
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rectum^ for inttruction in righteoiuneu^ that the man of 
God may be perfect^ tharonffhly furnished unto all pood 
works,'* The above oomprehensive declarations include 
the historical as well as the prophetical and doctrinal 
parts of the Sacred Oracles, in short, the whole of them. 

The object, therefore, of the historical records in the 
Scriptures, is essentially different from that of all other 
histories. Thej are not given to preserve the memory 
of certain occurrences, in order to promote the know- 
ledge of what may be useful in regard to the aflairs of 
this world, and to extend the sphere of human intelli- 
gence and experience; but exclusively to teach the 
knowledge of God and salvation. Scripture history is 
conducted in such a manner, that, like the doctrinal 
parts of the Bible, it is foolishness to the men of the 
world. It not only disappoints them in the nature of 
the facts which it relates, but also in the manner in 
which they are exhibited. Owing to the truth and im- 
partiality of its narrations, the character of the people 
of Israel appears to them greatly worse than that of the 
grossest idolaters, and the accounts given in Scripture 
of men whose conduct on the whole stands approved by 
God, seems to them to sink below that standard of 
moral rectitude, to which they imagine that they them- 
selves, and many who make no pretensions to religion, 
have attained. It not' only records truth, vri thout the 
smallest mixture of error, but also invariably keeps in 
view the agency of God in every occurrence, — in events 
the most minute, as well as the most considerable ; and 
thus it furnishes a perpetual comment on the sublime 
description of the Apostle, when, penetrated with admi- 
ration of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God, he exclaims, " Of Him, and through Him, and 
to Him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen." 

When the typical import of so many of the sacred 
narrations, concerning persons, places, institutions, and 
events, with their necessary bearings, in subserviency to 
the ushering in of the Messiah, are duly attended to, all 
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may be conrmced, that for selecting and relating these 
histories, in which nothing was to be deficient, and 
nothing redundant, and for placing before us these 
mystic pictures for our instruction, the most plenary in- 
4ipiration, the most accurate diyine dictation, was indis* 
pensable. The prophets, and even the angels, had but 
a partial understanding of the things that were after* 
wards to take place. Moses, it is eyident, was not 
aware, that, as being a type of Christ, it was necessary 
that his death should intervene before the people of 
Israel should be led into the promised land. We have 
no reason to believe that he understood the import of 
all he wrote ; — ^for instance, that when he recorded the 
history of Sarah and Hagar, he knew the design for 
which it was recorded, aad the use that was afterwards 
to be made of it. We cannot doubt that the prayer of 
David, ^^ Opefn thou mine eyes^ that I may see toondrous 
things out of thy law" was equally suitable for Moses, 
who wrote that law. It was the Lord who made the 
statutes, and judgments, and laws, between him and the 
children of Israel, by the hand of Moses. Lev. xxvi. 46. 
Had the wisest and best informed of the Scripture 
historialfB not been inspired of God, but simply super- 
intended, so as to prevent them &om falling into error, 
the histories recorded by them would have been very 
unlike those which they have actually transmitted. 
Many of their narrations that exist would never have 
appeared, and others of them would have been very 
differently modified. We might have discovered in 
them the self-approving wisdom of man but not the 
seeming " foolishness of God." Would the united sa- 
gacity of all the wise men in the world have led them 
to relate the history of the creation of the universe in 
one chapter of a book, as Moses has done, and of the 
erection of the tabernacle in thirteen?* Would the 

' * If we compare the fini chapter of Genesis with the last sixteen 
of Exodus, excepting the thirty^second and the two following, we 
•hall find a great difference between Moses^ describing the contrac- 
tion of the universe and that of the tabernacle. In the one, he is 
very general and succinct; in the other, he is very copious, and marks 
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fond prejudices of the Jewish nation, or the general de- 
sire fostered by so many of the learned, to support what 
is called the dignity of human nature, in both of which 
Moses no doubt participated, have permitted him to re- 
cord so base an action as the selling of their brother 
Joseph as a slave by the Jewish Patriarchs, — the incest 
of Judah, whose tribe was to be always pre-eminent, — 
and the treachery and reyenge of Jjevi, from whom was 
to descend the whole priesthood of Israel ? 

That there was a higher hand which directed the pens 
of Moses, and of the other writers of sacred history, 
may be sufficiently manifest to all who have seen in 
what that history has issued. There is besides, a com- 
bination and a harmony in the historical parts, both of 
the Old and New Testaments, which we haye sufficient 
ground to believe in a great measure escaped the notice 
of the writers, as has also been the case with thousands 
of those who have read them, — a variety and a] unity 
which irresistibly prove that One only — He who knows 
the end from the beginning — is the author of the whole, 
who employed various individuals to produce a uniform 
work, of which none of them either comprehended all 
that he contributed to it, or knew for what reason he 
was directed to record one thing,* and to omit another. 

the smallest peculiarities. The description of the great edifice of 
the world seemed truly to require more words than that of a small 
tent. But, on the contrary, the Spirit of God having presented a 
short representation of the whole mass of the world, details at great 
length the structure of the tabernacle. The world was solely con- 
structed for the Church, in order that in it God should be served, 
and by it his glory manifested. £ph. iii. 10. The tabernacle was, in 
one view, a figure of the Church. God, thus purposing to show that 
his church, in which he was to be serred, was more precious to him, 
and more important, than all the rest of the world, has spoken of 
the tabernacle more amply and more particularly than of all the 
elements and all the universe together. 

* A remarkable instance of this occurs in the repetition of the 
tenth commandment of the book of Deuteronomy. The Romanists 
are in the habit of striking out the second commandment, which 
condemns their idolatry; and, to preserve the appearance of integrity 
for the decalogue, they divide the tenth commandmeut into two« 
The transposition of the first two clauses of this commandment in 
the book of Deuteronomy, for which at first sight no reason can be 
assigned, completely stultifies and exposes their artifice* 
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Considering the purpose which the historical parts of 
the Scriptures ^were intended to serve, in ezhihiting the 
character and power of God, and his uninterrupted 
agency in the govemment of the world, and in pointing 
to Him who is the end of the law, we have sufficient 
reason to be convinced, that neither Moses nor the other 
sacred historians, nor all the angels in heaven, though 
acquainted with all the ^Eicts, and under the direction, 
and with the aid both of superintendence and elevation, 
were competent to write the historical parts of the Word 
of God. Thej possessed neither foresight nor wisdom 
sufficient for the work. In both respects every creature 
is limited. Into these things the angels, so far from 
being qualified to select and indite them, ^Mesire to 
look," and, from the contemplation of them, derive 
more knowledge of God than they before possessed, and 
have their joy even in heaven increased. In those 
histories, the thoughts and secret motives of men are 
often unfolded and referred to. Was any one but the 
Searcher of Hearts competent to this ? Could angels 
have revealed them, unless distinctlv made known to 
them ? If it be replied, that in such places the sacred 
writers enjoyed the inspiration of suggestion, that is, of 
verbal dictation, we ask, where is the distinction to be 
found ? It is a distinction unknown to the Scriptures. 
And so far from a plenary inspiration not being neces- 
sary in its historical parts, there is not any portion of 
the sacred volume in which it is more indispensable. 
But even admitting that verbal inspiration was not in 
our view essential in those parts of the book of God, is 
this a reason why we should not receive the testimony 
of the sacred writers, who nowhere give the most distant 
hint that they are written under a different kind or de- 
gree of inspiration from the rest of it ; but who, in the 
most unqualified manner, assert that full inspiration be- 
longs to the whole of the Scriptures ? 

The foords that are used in the prophetical parts of 
Scripture, must necessarily have been communicated to 
the prophets. They did not always comprehend the 
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meaning of their own predictions, into which they 
^^ searched diligently." And in this case, it was impos- 
sible that, unless the words had been dictated to them, 
they could have written intelligibly. Although they 
had indited the Scriptures, it was necessary to show 
them ^^ that which is noted in the Scripture of truth." 
Dan. X. 21. The writings of the prophets constitute 
a great portion of the Old Testament Scriptures, and 
God claims it as his sole prerogative to know the things 
that are to come. We are therefore certain that th/By 
enjoyed wrbal inspiration; and as we haye not any 
where a hint of different kinds of inspiration by which 
the Scriptures are written, does it not discover the most 
presumptuous arrogance to assert that there are di£Perent 
kinds? 

The nature of the mission of the prophets required 
the full inspiration which they affirm that they possessed. 
God never intrusted to any man such a work as they 
had to perform, nor any part of such a work. It vras 
God himself ^' vi^o, at sundry times, and in divers 
manners, spake in time past unto the fathers, by the 
prophets." That work, through which was to be made 
known *^ to principalities and powers in heavenly places, 
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus," was not a 
work to be entrusted to any creature. The Prophet 
Micah (iii. 8) says, ^' But truly I am fM of power hy 
the Spirit of the Lwd^ and of judgment^ and of miyht^ 
to declare unto Jacob his transgression^ and to Israel his 
sin." It was not the Prophets, then, who spoke, but 
the Spirit of God who spoke by them. 

Of the complete direction necessary for such a service 
as was committed to him, both of lawgiver and prophet, 
Moses was aware, when the Lord commanded him to 
go to Pharaoh, and to lead forth the children of Israel 
from Egypt. In that work he intreated that he might 
not be employed. This proved the proper sense he en- 
tertained of his own unfitness for it. But it was highly 
sinful, and evinced great weakness of faith thus to hesi- 
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tate, aflter the Lord had informed him that he would be 
^' with him/' Moses was accordingly reproved for this, 
but the ground of his plea was admitted; and full in- 
spiration, not only as to the subject of his mission, but 
as to the Tery words he was to employ, was promised. 
In answer to his objection, the Lord said unto him, 
(Exod. iy. 11, 12), ^' Who hath made man's mouth ? or 
who maketh the dumh, or deaf, or the seeing, or the 
blind ? have not I the Lord ? Now therefore go^ and 
/ will be with thy mouth, and ieaeh tfiee what thou shaU 
nayy Moses still urged his objection, and the same re- 
ply was in substance repeated, both in regard to himself 
and to Aaron. The iuU inspiration, then, which was 
at first promised to Moses in general terms, was, for his 
encouragement, made known in this particular manner, 
and the promise was distinctly fulfilled. Accordingly, 
when, as the lawgiver of Israel, he afterwards addressed 
the people, he was warranted to preface what he en- 
joined upon them with, ^' Thu% gaith the Lord,*' or, 
^^ These are the words which the Lord hath commanded^ 
that ye should do them" In observing all the com- 
mandments that Moses commanded them, and in re- 
membering the way by which the Lord had led them, 
Israel was to learn that ^' man doth not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proeeedeth out of the mouth 
of the Lord*' Signs were shown to Moses, and God 
came unto him in a thick cloud, in order, as he said, 
*^ that t/ie people may hear thee when I speak with thee, 
and believe thee for ever." Exod. xix. 9. 

If the words of Moses had not been the words of 
God-^had he not been conscious of the full verbal in- 
spiration by which he wrote, would the following lan- 
guage have been suitable to him, or would he have 
ventured to use it ? Deut. iv. 2 : ^^ Ye shall not add 
unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye 
diminish aught Jr(ym it, that ye may keep these command- 
ments of the Jbord your God which I command you** 
Deut. vi. 6 : '^ And these words which I command thee 
this day^ shall be in thine heart; and thou shalt teach 
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them dUi^enUy unto thy children," Deut. xi. 18: 
^^ Therrfare shaU ye lay up these my words in your heart 
and in your souly and bind them for a sifn upon your 
head that they may he as frontlets between your eyes. 
And ye shall teach them to your children, speaking of 
thetn when thou sittest in thine house^ and when thou 
walkest by the way^ when thou liest down^ and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt write them upon the door* 
posts of thine house^ and upon thy yates," From these 
passages we learn diat Moses was conscious that all the 
words which he spoke to the people were the words of 
God. He knew that it was with him as with Balaam, 
to whom the Lord said (Numh. xxii. 35, 38), '^ Only the 
word that I shall speak unto thee^ that thou shalt spwtk;^ 
and in the language of Balaam, Moses could answer, 
" The word that God putteth in my mouthy that shaU I 
speak," 

As ^* the word of the Lord " was communicated to 
Moses, so it also came to Gad, to Nathan, and to the 
other Prophets, who were men of God, and in whose 
mouths was the word of God. ^' Now by this I know 
that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the 
Lord in thy mouth is tnUh" 1 Kings xvii. 24. The 
manner in which the prophets deliyered their messages, 
proves that they considered the words which they wrote, 
not as their own words, but dictated to them bj God 
himself. Elijah said to Ahab, ^^ Behold I will briny 
evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity." On 
this Mr Scott, in his Commentary, observes, '^ Elijah 
was the voice, the Lord was the speaker, whose words 
these evidently are." This is a just account of all the 
messages of the Prophets. They introduce them with, 
'^ Thus saith the Loirdj" and declare them to be '' ^ 
word of the Lord; " and is it possible that the Prophets 
could have more explicitly affirmed, that the words 
which they uttered were communicated to them, and 
that they were only the instruments of this communica- 
tion to those whom they addressed ? In the place where 
we read, «< Now these be the last words of David, the 
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sweet psalmist of Israel/' David says, *^ The Spirit of 
the Lard spake by me^ and his word teas in my tongue," 
2 Sam. xxiii. 2. In like manner it is said, '< And he 
did that which was eml in the sight of the Lord his God^ 
and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet 
speaking from the mouth of the Lord" " To fulfil the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah." ^' That the 
word of the Lord spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might 
be accomplished" 2 Chron. xxxvi. 12, 21, 22. " Yet 
many years didst thou forbear them^ and testifiedst 
against them by thy Spirit in the prophets" Neh. ix. 30. 
Isaiah commences his prophecies by summoning the 
heavens and the earth to hear, '^/or the Lord hath 
spoken" Isa. i. 2. In the same manner, Jeremiah 
unites, ^' The words of Jeremiah^ to whom the word oj 
the Lord came" " Then the Lord put forth his hand 
and touched my mouth; and the Lord said unto me, Be» 
hold I have put my words in thy mouth" " JunU make 
my words in thy mouth f re " Jer. i. 1, 2, 9; v. 14. 
" Thus speaketh the Lord God of Israd^ faying^ Write 
thee all the words that I have spoken unto thee in a book" 
Jer. XXX. 2. Again, in the prophecies of Ezekiel, ^' Son 
ofman^ go^ get thee unto the house of Israel^ and speak 
mAf words unto them" '' Moreover, he said unto me, 
Son of man, all my words that I shall speak unto thee, 
receive in thine heart, and hear toith thine ears, and go 
get thee to them of the captivity, unto the children of thy 
people, and speak unto them and tell them. Thus saith 
the Lord God," Ezek. iii. 4, 10, 11. Hosea says, " The 
word of the Lord that came unto Hosea;" *^ The begin* 
ning of the word of the Lord by Hosea;" i, 1, 2. It is 
in similar language that the other Prophets generally 
introduce their predictions, which are every where in- 
terspersed with '' thtu saith the Lord," 

All, then, that was spoken by the Prophets in these 
several recorded passages, was spoken in the name of the 
Lord. When fjsJse prophets appeared, it was necessary 
for them to profess to speak in the name of the Lord, 
aiid to steal his words from their neighbour. ^ / hate 
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haard what the propkeU tay^ that nrophmy lisi in mp 
name^ iaying^ I have dreamed^ I hate dreamed. The 
prophet that hath a dream^ let him tell a dream ; and 
he that hath my toord^ let him tpeak my toord JaithfuUy. 
What ie the chtjff to the wheat ? saith the Lord. Is not my 
word like ae ajire 9 emth the Lord ; and like a hammer 
that breakeih the rock in pieeee? Therefore, behold^ I 
am against the prophete^ eaith the Lord, that eteal my 
words every one from hie nei^hbottr. Behold, I atn 
ayainet the prophets, eaith the Lord, that use their tongues^ 
and say. He saith" Jet. xxiii. 25-31. Thej were 
the words of God, therefore, which the ftilse prophets 
stole from the true prophets of Jehorah. 

The uniform language of Jesus Christ, and his 
Apostles, respecting the whole of the Old Testament 
Scriptures, proves that, without exception, they are *^ the 
Word of Qodr On what principle hut that of the yer- 
hal inspiration of Scripture, can we explain our Lord's 
words, John x. 35, ^^'The Scripture cannot be broken f" 
Here the argument is founded on one word, *^ gods," 
which without verbal inspiration might not have been 
used; and if used improperly, might hare led to idolattj. 
In proof of the foUj of their chai^ge of blasphemy, he 
refoni the Jews to where it is written in their law, *^ I 
said ye are gods/' The reply to this argument was ob- 
vious : — ^The Psalmist, they might answer, uses the word 
in a sense that is not proper. But Jesus precluded this 
observation, by affirming, that " the Scripture cannot be 
broken," — that is, not a word of it can be altered, be- 
cause it is the word of Him with whom there is no 
variableness. Could this be said if the choice of words 
had been left to men ? Here, then, we find our Lord 
laying down a principle, which for ever sets the question 
at rest. The Apostles, in like manner, reason from the 
use of a particular word. Of this we have examples, 
1 Cor. XV. 27, 28, and Heb. ii. 8, where the inter- 
pretation of the passages referred to depends on the 
word ^^all" Again, Gal. iii. 16, a roost imp(»- 
tant conclusion is drawn from the use of the word 
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^' 9eed^' in the singular, and not in the plural number. 
A similar instance occurs, Heb. xii. 27, in the expres* 
fiion ^' onc6 more^* quoted from the Prophet Haggai, 

When the Pharisees came to Jesus, and desired an 
answer respecting divorce, he replied, ^^Haye ye not read, 
that he which made them at the beginning, made them 
a male and female ; and eaidy for this caus§," &c. Thus, 
what is said in the history by Moses, at the formation 
of Ere, is appealed to as spoken by God, and as having 
the authority of a law. But nothing that Moses could 
say, unless dictated by God, could have the force of a 
law, to be quoted by our Lord. What, therefore, was 
then uttered by man, was the word of God himself. 

The Lord Jesus Christ constantly refers to the whole 
of the Old Testament, as being, in the most minute par* 
ticulars, of infallible authority. He speaks of the ne« 
cessity of every word of the Law and the Prophets 
being fulfilled. ^' Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
cne tittle shall in no wise pass from the Leiw, till all be 
fulfilled!* — ^< It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, 
than one tittle of the Law to fail.*' — ''But how, then, shall 
the Scriptures heftdJUledf"^^^^ That all things which are 
written may heful/Uled"^^^* That the word might hefu^ 
filled that is written in thdr Law."-^<'That the Scripture 
might he fuffilled,"-^^*' The Scriptures," he says, ^^mtiet 
befidfilled." In numerous passages the Lord refers to 
what is ^^icritten" in the Scriptures, as of equal au- 
thority with his own declarations ; and, therefore, the 
words which they contain must be the *^ words of God." 

The Apostles use similar language in their many re- 
ferences to the Old Testament Scriptures, which they 
quote as of decisive authority, and speak of them in the 
same way as they do of their own writings. '' That ye 
may he min^td of the toardi which were epaiken before 
by the holy Prophetic and of the commandment ofuethe 
Apoetles of the Lord and Samour'* 2 Peter iii. 2. 
Paul says to Timothy, " From a child thou hast known 
the Holy Scriptures^ which are able to make thee wise 
unto saivatum through faith which w in Christ Jesus.'* 
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2 Tim. iii. t5. In this way he prores the importance 
of the Old Testament Scriptures, and the connection be- 
tween the Mosaic and Christian dispensations. The 
Apostles call the Scriptures <' the oracles of God." Ronu 
iii. 2. What God says is ascribed by them to the 
Scriptures : ^^ The Scripture saith unto Pharaoh^ Even, 
for this same purpose haw I raised thee up, that I might 
show my pwioer in thee,** — ^' For what saith the Scrips 
ture? Abraham believed Grod^ and it was counted unto 
him for riphteoitsness" — "WAa< saith the SanptureF 
Cast out tlis bond-woman and her son" So much is 
the Word of God identified with himself, that the Scrip- 
ture is represented as possessing and exercising the pe- 
culiar prerogatires of God: •' The Scripture^ foreseeing 
that God would justify the heathen ;" — '^ The Scripture 
hath concluded all under sin" 

From the following passages, among others that 
might be adduced, wc learn the true nature of that in- 
spiration which is ascribed to the Old Testament by the 
writers of the New : Matt. i. 22, ^^ Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the 
Lord by the Prophet." Matt. ii. 15, " And was there 
until the death of Herod : that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the Prophet, saying, Out of 
Egypt haye I called my son." Matt. xxii. 43, " He 
saith unto them. How then doth David, in spirit^ call 
him Lord ?" Mark xii. 36, *•*' For David himself said 
by the Holy Ghost" Luke i. 70, '^ As he spake by the 
mouth of his holy Prophets, which have been since the 
world began." Acts i. 1 6, " Which the Hdy Ghost 
spoke by the mouth of David." Acts xiii. 35, " He 
(God) saith also in another Psalm, Thou shalt not suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption." — ^These words are 
here quoted as the words of God, although addressed to 
himself. In the parallel passage. Acts ii. 31, the same 
words are ascribed to David, by whose '* mouth " there- 
fore God spoke. A|Cts xxviii. 25, ^^And when they 
agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that 
Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost 
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by Esaias ihe prophet unto our fathers." Bom. i. 2, 
*^ Which He had promised afore bj his Prophets in the 
Holy Scriptures." Bom. ix. 25, ^^ As He Milk also in 
Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my 
people; and her Moved, which was not belored." 
1 Ck>r. yi. 16, 17, *' What I know ye not, that he which 
is joined to an harlot is one body? for two, sakh H$y 
shall be one flesh." Here the words of Moses are re- 
feired to by the Apostle, as they had been by the Lord 
Jesus Christ himself, as the words of Gk>d. Eph. ir. 8, 
^ Wherefore, He ioUhy when he ascended up on high." 
Heh. i. 7, 8, ''And of the angels, He MUh;"—^' But 
onto the Son, He Mith," In these passages what was 
said by the Psalmist is quoted as said by God. Heb. 
lii. 7, '' Wha^fore, as the Holy Ghoit saith, To-day if 
ye will hear his voice." Heb. x. 15, ''Whereof the 
Holy Ghost also is a teitnegs to us, for after diat He 
had said" 1 Peter i. 11, "Searching what, or what 
manner of time, the^Spirit of Christ which was in them 
did signify, when He test^ed beforehand the sufPerings 
of Christ, and the glory tnat should follow." And how 
.was it possible that the Prophets could find language in 
which to express intelligibly the mysteries of God, which 
they so imperfectly comprehended, unless the Spirit of 
Christ which was in them had dictated every word they 
wrote ? 2 Peter i. 20, 21, " Knowing this first, that no 
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion, for the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man, but holy men of Grod spake as they toere moved 
by the Holy Ghost."* In this passage the Apostle 
Peter, having in the preceding verse directed the atten- 
tion of those to whom he wrote, to the " sure word of 
prophecy," has given an equally comprehensive and ex- 
fdicit attestation to the verbal inspiration of all the pro- 
phetic testimony, which comprises so large a portion of 
the Old Testament, as the Apostle Paul has given, 2 
Tim. iii. 1 6, to that of the whole of the Scriptures. Acts 

* For the meaning of the ezpresBion "piiTate interpretation,** 
see Appendix, No. I. 

Z 
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iv. 25, ^' Who hy the mouth of thy servant David hast 
9aid^ Why did the heathen rage ? " Heb. i. 1 , '« God, 
"who at sundry times, and in dryers manners, spake in 
time past unto the fathers by the Prophets, hath in these 
last days spoken unto us by his Son!" The words, then, 
spoken by the Prophets, were as much the UDords of God, 
as the words which were spoken by the Lord Jesus 
Christ himself. And on various occasions Jesus de- 
clares, that the words which he spoke were the words of 
Him that sent him. John yiii. 26, 28, *^ I speak to the 
world those things which I have heard of him ;" — •* As 
my Father hath taught me, I speak these things." John 
xii. 49, 50, ^' / have not spoken of myself hut the Father 
which sent me, he gave me a comrnandment whai I should 
say, and what I should speak;" — " Whatsoever I speak, 
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speaks 
John xiy. 1 0, '< The words that I speak unto you, I 
speak not of myself,^ John xvii. 8, ^"^ 1 have given unto 
them, the words which thou gavest me" John xyii. 14, 
*^ / have given them, thy word" And this was in strict 
conformity with what God had declared by Moses, con- 
cerning the divine mission of his Son. Deut. xviii. 18, 
^' I will raise them up a Prophet from among their 
brethren like unto thee, and wiU put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them sdl that I shall 
command him. And it shall come to pass, that whoso- 
ever will not hearken unto my words which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him." — ^^ He 
hath made my mxmih" saith the Redeemer, ^Mike a 
sharp sword." Isa. xlix. 2. ^' And out of his mouth 
went a sharp two-edged sword." Rev. i. 16. And 
again, God saith to the Messiah, ** I have put my words 
in thy mouth." Isa. li. 16. ^' And my words, which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth." Isa. lix. 21. The words, then, of which the 
whole of the Scriptures are composed, are the words 
dictated by God, and written by men. Sometimes they 
are quoted as the words of God, and sometimes as the 
words of the writers, which proves that in fact they are 
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both. Those who deny that, in some instances, the 
words used by the penmen of Scripture are the words of 
God, expressly contradict the assertion of the Apostle, 
that all Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
also disregard the direct testimony of all those passages 
that have been quoted above, as well as of a multitude of 
others to the same effect, that are contained in the 
Scriptures. 

The perfect inspiration which belongs to the Apostles 
may be learned from the nature of that Sbryigb to 
which they were appointed, and from the Promises 
which were given to them for the discharge of it, and 
also from their own Declarations, the truth of which 
is attested, not only by the nature of their doctrine, but 
by the miracles which they wrought. 

The commission of the Lord to his Apostles, when he 
sent them forth in the service to which he appointed 
them, was given in these words : Matt, xxviii. 19, 20, 
'* Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptising them 
in the name of the Fixther, and of the Soil, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe aU things whatsoef)er I 
have commanded you : and, lo, lam toith you dkoay, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen," Here we see, that the 
commission of the Apostles included the promulgation 
of the whole of the doctrine, and of every regulation of 
the kingdom of God ; that it extended to all the world ; 
and that a promise was annexed to it, that the Lord 
himself would be present with them to the end of time, 
maintaining and giving efficacy to their testimony, which 
is recorded in the Scriptures. 

This commission is exactly conformable to all that 
Jesus Christ had at different times said to the Apostles. 
To Peter, at one time, he declared, Matt. xvi. 1 9, ** And 
I wiU give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven : 
and whatsoever thou shaU bind on earth shaU be bound in 
heaven ; and whatsoever thou shaU loose on earth shaU be 
loosed in heaven" Afterwards he repeated this to all the 
Apostles, Matt, xviii. 18, *' Vertly I say unto you, what- 
soever ye shaU bind on earth shaU be bound in hea/ven, and 
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iiohaUoe9er}^9h(dlUHm<m0ar^JMheloo9edinhe(9^ 
To the same purpose, when he had breathed on them 
and said, ^^ Receive pe the Jffoly Gkoit^" John xx. 22, he 
added, *^ Whoie aQef9er sins ye remits they are remitted 
unto them ; and whose soever sxne ye retainy they are re^ 
tained" In these respects, the Apostles were constituted 
the autboritatiye ambassadors oi the Lord, and were ap- 

Pointed to an office in which thej can have no successors. 
*he laws that, under his authority, thej were to estab- 
lish, and the doctrine they were to promulgate, by which 
eternal life ia conveyed to men, and whidi are therefore 
characterised as the keys of the kingdom of heaven, were 
to be of perpetual and univeraed obligation. John xii. 
48, '^ ffe that refecieth me and reeeivetk not my words," 
says Jesus, ^' hath one theAjudgeth him. The word that 
I have sjHjieen^** (which he had spoken, or was to speak 
by his Apostles,) *' the same shall judge km •» the last 
day" In another place to the same purpose, when 
speaking of the Apostles having followed him, he says 
to them. Matt xix. 28, ^' In the regeneration^ when the 
Son of Man shall sit in the throne of his glory ^ ye also 
shall sit upon twelve throneSy judging the twelve tribes of 
Jsrad*' 

The word that the Apostles were to declare, was to 
open and to shut, and to bind and to loose, in heaven 
and in earth. It was his own Word, the Wcnrd of €k>d, 
to be uttered by them, by which he would at last judge 
the world. ^< For^* says he, '' he that receiveth you, re^ 
ceiveth me ; and ho that reeeiveth me, receiveth him that 
sent me^" Matt. x. 40 ; which is to the same effect as 
when he says to the seventy disciples whom he sent out, 
^^ ffe that heansth yot^ heareth me : anJ ho that despiseth 
you, despiseth me; and he that dewiseth me, de^nseth 
him that sent me." Luke x. 16. From the awfid im. 
portance, then, of the service committed to the Apostles, 
we may judge what kind of inspiration was necessary 
for those whose words were to be the words of the Judge 
of all. <' We are unto God," say they, ^^a sweet savour 
of Christ, in them that are saved and in them that perish. 
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To the ons we are the Mvour of death unto death ; and to 
the other the satfour of life unto life : and who is iuffidmt 
for theee things f** 2 Oor. ii. 15. The commission of the 
Apostles embraces erery circumstance bj which the 
Divine gloiy is manifested to every order of intelligent 
beings — the whole of that revelation of mercy by which 
the manifold wisdom of God is to be made known to 
principalities and powers in heavenly places, as well as 
a complete discovery of the will of God as it regards 
mankind. Can it be supposed, then, that the heralds of 
this salvation did not receive a plenary inspiration to 
qualify them/or such a service ? That a Prophet should 
be left to the choice of his own words, and be a prophet 
from God, or that an Apostle should be commissioned to 
promulgate the laws of the kingdom of Christ, which are 
everlastingly to bind in heaven and in earth, and yet be 
permitted to choose for himself the words and language 
m which these laws should be delivered, is altogether 
incredible and absurd.* If the words or language are 
of man's choosing, the Bible becomes partly the book of 
man and partly the book of God. 

The nature of this inspiration, we are also taught by 
the Promises that were given to the Apostles respecting 
it. When Jesus Christ first sent out his Apostles to 
proclaim to the house of Israel that his kingdom was at 
band, he warned them of the reception they were to meet 
with, and that they should be brought before governors 
and kings for his sake. At the same time they were 
forbidden to use the means which would have been ne« 

* ** The ApoBtles, who were dmnely commiisioned by Christ him** 
self, either were inspired by him with hit Spirit, which * led them 
into all truth/ or they were TioU If we say they were not, we maka 
him a liar, for giving them this commission and this promise, as well 
as them for preaching that they did; and if they vere thus dirinely 
authorised, it must follow inevitably that what they said was by him^ 
and has exactly the same authority as if he had uttered it with his 
own lips. Even an earthly king expects that a messenger sent by 
him with satisfactory credentials and ftiU powers, should receive the 
same credit for what he says as would be given to himself in person, 
and would re^^ard it as an unpardonable affront, if this message so 
sent were rejected.^ 
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cessary, if in any measure they had heen left to their 
own judgment. He commanded them to rely en- 
tirely upon him, and promised them the inspiration of 
his Spirit which, in such situations, would he necessary 
for them : Matt. x. 19, ^^ But when they deliver you up, 
take no thought how or what ye shall speak ; for it 
shall he given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak : For it is not t^e that speak, hut the Spirit of 
your Father tohieh ipeaketh in you." Mark xiii. 11, 
** But wheu they shall lead you and deliver you up, take 
no thought beforehand what ye shall speak, neither do ye 
premeditate, but whatsoever shall be given you in that 
hour, that speak ye ; for it ii not ye that speak, but the 
Holy Ghost.' In the parallel passage, Luke xii. 12, 
'^ For the Holy Ghost shall teach you in the same hour 
fchatyeouffhttosay." And again, Luke xxi. 15, '^ I 
will give you a mouthy and wisdom, which all your ad- 
versaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist." Lan- 
guage cannot more plainly indicate, that the words they 
were to utter were to be given by inspiration to the 
Apostles. It was the Holy Spirit who was to speak by 
them, just as *^ €rod hath spoken by the mouth of all his 
holy prophets since the world began.** Acts iii. 21 ; Luke 
i. 70. 

If verbal inspiration was necessary for the Apostles 
in particular passing circumstances, when they were 
brought before judges and magistrates ; and if, in such 
occasional situations, as on the day of Pentecost, they 
actually possessed it, how much more necessary must it 
have been when they were employed in recording the 
permanent laws of the kingdom of Christ ! It must, 
therefore, be included in the declarations made by our 
Lord, in what he says in his last discourse, respecting 
the Comforter whom he was to send. And that these 
declarations did refer to the same inspiration, we are not 
left to conjecture ; for we hear the Apostle Paul, when 
afterwards he addresses a Christian church, asserting 
that Christ spake in him. 2 Cor. xiii. 3. When about 
to leave his disciples, Jesus said to them, John xiv. 2G, 
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^' But the Comforter^ which it the Hdy Ghoit^ wham the 
Father leill send in my name^ he shall tectch you all things^ 
and bring all things to your remembrance^ whatsoever I 
have said unto youJ* The Apostles were not to trust to 
their memories to repeat what Jesus had said to them ; 
but all that he had said was to be dictated to them by 
the Holy Ghost. And again, John xvi. 13, '^ When he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth; for he shall not speak of himself, but whatsoever 
he shall hear^ that shcdl he speak, and he will show you 
things to come." After his resurrection, Jesus Christ 
said to them, John xx. 21, '* Peace be unto you ; as my 
Father has sent me, even so send I you," His last words 
to them on earth were these. Acts i. 8^ '^ But ye shcdl 
receive power after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you, 
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem and 
in all Jiulea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
parts of the earth/' Such were the promises given to 
the Apostles of what they were to receive, to fit them 
for that great work in which they were about to engage. 
We shaft now hear their own declarations in respect 
to their fulfilment. 

On the day of Pentecost, Acts ii. 4, '' They were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance" On that 
occasioD, when speaking in unknown tongues, as was 
the case with others of the brethren in the churches, 
1 Cor. xiv. 13, 28, they must have been inspired with 
every word they spoke, as is asserted in the declaration, 
that " the Spirit gave them utterance." When, after- 
wards, having been brought before the Jewish rulers, 
they had returned to their own company and prayed. 
Acts iv. 31, " The place was shaken where they were 
assembled together, and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and they spake the tcord of God with bold- 
ness." Paul begins his Epistles by designating himself 
an Apostle of Jesus Christ. Thus he declares his apos- 
tolic character and commission from the Lord, by whom 
he was qualified for his work. We see with what 
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avthoritj he afterwards expresses himself: Bom. zri. 
25, 26, ^ New unto him that u of power to 9UMi8h you 
aeoording to mpgoipdy and the preaching ofJeeue Chriet^ 
eteeording to the revelation of the mystery tehich toae kepi 
eeeret einee the world began ; hut now i$ made manyett, 
and by the Soripturee of the prophets^ according to the 
commandment of the everlasting God^ made known to aU 
natumefor the obedience of faith" ^^ Though we^" says 
the same Apostle, (GkJ.i.8), '^oran angel from heaven^ 
preach any other goepd unto you than that which ws 
haee preached unto you^ let him he accursed" — ^ Am 
we said b^hre^ so say I now again^ If any man preach 
any other gospel unto you than that ye have received^ lei 
him be accursedr-'^^^ But I certify youj brethren, that 
the gospd which was preached of me is not after mam. 
For I neither received it ofman^ neither was I taught it 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ*" — 1 Gor. ii. 9, 10, 
^ But as it is written^ eye hath not seen^ nor ear heardf 
neither haw entered into the heart of nutn, the thingv 
which God hath prepared for them that love hifn. Ru 
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit "~^^ Whiek 
things also we speaks not in the words which marCs tot»- 
dom teaehethy but which the Holy Ghost teacheth." 1 Cor. 
ii. 13. Here, in making a general declaration of what 
he taught, both the matter and the words are declared 
to be from God.* Again he says, 1 Cor. ii. 16, ** For 

* On thiB verse Macknight has the following note :— '* Wvrds 
taught by tK$ Holv Spirit. From this we learn that as often as thtt 
Apostles declared the doctrines of the gospel, the Spirit presented 
these doctrines to their minds clothed in their own language ; which 
indeed is the only way in which the doctrines of the gospd coald be 
|>re8ented to their minds. For men are so aooostomed to connect 
ideas with words, that tiiey always think in words. Wherefore, 
though the language in which the Apostles delivered, the doctrines 
of the Gospel were really suggested to them byithe Spirit, it was 
properly their own style of language. This language in whiidi the 
doctrines of the Gospel was revealed to the Apostles, and in which 
they delivered these doctrines to the world, is what St Paul calls 
the form ofiound vordty which Timothy had heard from him, and 
was to hold fast. 2 Tim. i. IS. Ever^ (me, therefore, ought to be> 
ware of altering or wresting the inspired language of Scripture, in 
their expositions of the articles of the Christian faith. Taylor, in 
the sixth chapter of his key, at the end, explains the vene under 
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wAo haih known tke nUnd of the Lord^ thai he may in* 
Hruct him ? but we haw the mind of CkristT 1 Oor« 
tL 1^ ^We epeak the wisdom of bfod" £ph. iii. 4, 
*^ Wherdfy^ when ye ready ye may understand my know* 
ledge in the mystery of Christy which in other ayes was 
not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now re* 
waled unto his holy Apostles and Prophets by the Spirit,** 
2 Cor. ii. 10, '^ To whom yeforyive any thinffy Iforyive 
also ; for if I fbrgaw any thingy to whom I forgave ity 
for your sakesfwrgane lit in the person of Christ" 2 Cor. 
ziii. 2y d, *' If I come again I will not spare, since yoa 
seek a ^roof of Christ speaking in me," In 1 Cor. vii. 1 7^ 
where some hare rashly and igDorantly asserted that 
the Apostle concludes with expressing a douht whether 
he was inspired or not, he sajs, '^ So ordain I in all 
churches" Such language, which is precisely similar 
to that of Moses, Dent. vi. 6, would haye been most 
presumptuous, unless he could haye added, as he does 
a liule afterwards, 1 Cor. xiy. 86, '' What ! came the 
word of God out from you ? or came it unto you only ? 
If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto 
you are the commandments of the Lord" At the open- 
ing of the same epistle, Paul had said, ^' My speech and 
my preaching was not with enticing words of man's 
wisehmy but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power y — '^ We speak the wisdom of God" Could any 

ooDflideration thiis: — Which things we tptoJ:, not in philosophical 
terms of hutnan invention^ bvi which the Spirit ieacheUi in tke toriU 
ings of the Old Testament : and contendB that the Apostle's mean- 
ing is, that he expressed the Christian privileges in the very same 
words and phrases, by which the Spirit expressed the priyile^es of 
the Jewish church in the writings of the Old Testament. But if 
the Spirit suggested these words and phrases to the Jewish prophets, 
wh^ might he not softest to the Apostles the words and phrases in 
which they communicated the gospel revelation to the world? 
Especially as there are many discoveries in the gospel which could 
not be expressed clearly, if at all, hi the words by which the prophets 
expressed the privileges of the Jewish church, besides, it is evident, 
that when the Apostles introduce into their writings the words and 
phrases of the Jewish prophets, they explain them in other words 
and phrases, which, no aoubt, were suggested to them by the Spirit* * 
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man have used such language unless he had been con- 
scious that he was speaking the words of God ? 1 
Thess. ii. 1 3, '^ For this cause . also thank we God, 
without ceasing, because, when ye received the word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but (as it is in truth) the word of GodT 
1 Thess. iy. 8, ^' He, therefore, that despiseth, despiseth 
not man but God^ who hath also given unto us his 
Holy Spirit." 1 Pet. i. 12, " UtUo whom it w€u reveaHsd^ 
that not unto ihemsdvesy but unto us they did minister 
the things^ which are now reported unto you hy them 
that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven ; which things the angds 
desire to look into" • 1 Pet. i. 23, '^ Being bom ogam, 
not of corruptible seedy but of incorrupiibUy by the word 
ofGody which Hveth and abided for ever" 1 Pet. i. 25, 
^^ The word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you." 
In referring to the instruction which they gave to the 
churches, the Apostles characterise it as their ^' com- 
mandment" and refer to it as equivalent to the autho- 
rity of the Holy Ghost, as in fact it was the same. 
Acts XV. 24, 28, ^^ It seemed good to the Holy Ghost^ 
and to us'* Such is the inspiration by which all the 
penmen of the Scriptures wrote, and God has pro- 
nounced the most solemn prohibitions against any 
attempt to add to, or to take from, or to alter, his 
Word. These warnings are interspersed through every 
part of the sacred volume ; and each of them is equally 
applicable to the whole of it. 

In this manner that portion of the Scriptures called 
the Law is guarded : — " Ye shall not add unto the 
word which I command you^ neither shall ye diminish 
aught from it,'* Deut. iv. 2; xii. 32. 

In the next division, sometimes called the Hngio- 
grapha, it is written, " Every word of God is pure : 
He is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. 
Add thou not unto his words^ lest he reprove thee^ and 
thou be found a liar." Prov. xxx. 5, 6. The last 
part of this threatening is infinitely more terrible than 
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the first; for transgressors may be reproyed, and jet 
find mercj, but '^ all liars shall have their part in the 
lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death." Rev. xxi. 8. 

In the prophetical writings a similar warning is 
again repeated. They are closed with an intimation, 
that no more prophets were to be sent, till the fore- 
runner of Jehovah (who was to come suddenly to his 
temple) should appear. Israel is then commanded to 
regard that revelation which had been made to Moses, 
concerning Jesus, which the prophets had been com- 
missioned to illustrate, but not to alter : '^ Remember 
ye the law of Moses^ vny servant^ which 1 commanded 
unto him in Hord>^ for all l9rae% with the statutes and 
judgments." Mai. iv. 4. 

As, at the conclusion of the Old Testament, where 
the attention of the people of Israel is called to the 
first appearance of the Son of God, the Saviour, they 
are instructed that the prophetic testimony to him is 
finished ; so, at the conclusion of the New Testament, 
where the attention of all men is directed to his second 
coming, as the final Judge, the canon of Scripture is 
closed, and a solemn and most awful warning is given, 
neither to add to it, nor to take from it : ^^ I testify 
unto eeery man that heareth the words of the prophecy 
of this book. If any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written 
in this book ; and if any man shall take away from, 
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take 
away his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the 
Holy City, and from the things which are written in 
this book" Rev. xxii. 18, 19. This passage, so similar 
to the others above cited, is, for the same reasons for 
which it is applicable to the book of Revelation, ap- 
plicable to the whole inspired volume. 

In the references that have been made above to 
many passages of Scripture, to which more of a similar 
import might have been added, the complete verbal 
inspiration by which both Prophets and Apostles spoke 
and wrote, has, by their own declarations, been un« 
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answerably established. Whatever they leootded, th^ 
recorded by the Spirit of Ood» Whether they spoke 
in their own tongrne, or in tongues which they had not 
learned; or whether they uttered prophecies whidi 
they understood, or concerning which they acknow- 
ledged, ^* I heard but 1 understood not' Dan. kii. S ; 
still they spoke or wrote as they were mored by the 
Holy Ghost. And if we have seen that even the 
IHvme Redeemer himself, who is over ally Ood bteeeed 
for ever^ when acting in his mediatorial character, as 
the Father's servant, epoke, as he declares, not of him- 
self, but the v>ord$ of Him that sait him; and that 
Ood the Holy Ghoetj in his office of Comforter, was not 
to speak of himself, but to speak whatsoever he should 
hear^ — ^is it to be presumed that Prophets and Apostles 
should erer have been left to choose the words which 
they have recorded in the Scriptures t 

The words, then, which the Prophets and Apostles 
recorded, were the words of God^ — CJhrist spake in than 
— they were the words which the Holy Ghost taughi. 
The word of Ood is the sword of the Spirit. £ph. vi« 
17. ** It is quick and powerful^ and sharper than any 
two-edged sword." Heb. iy. 12. This word was put 
into the mouths of the Prophets and Apostles; and 
therefore their words and commandments have ail the 
authority of the words and commandments of Gh>d« 
^^ I stir up your pure minds by way of rememhrancef 
that ye may be mindful of the words which were spokei^ 
before by the holy Prophets^ and of the eommandment <^ 
«•, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour" 2 Pet ih. 
1, 2. The term inspiration loses its meaning when 
an attempt is made to divide it between God and man. 
In what an endless perplexity would any man be in- 
Yolved, who was called upon to give to each degree of 
inspiration, under which it has been supposed the Bible 
is written, that portion which belongs to it ! Let any 
one undertake the task, and he will soon find that 
he is building upon the sand. Yet such an attempt 
should have been made by those daring innovators, be 
they ancient or modem, who have represented the 
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sacred Yolmne as a motley perfonnanoey— part of it 
wxitteo under an inspiration of piRKcrnon, — ^part of it 
under an inspiration of BLBTATioir,— part of it under 
an inspiratKMi of (shtfebintendbncb, — (all improperly 
called imipirationX— -and parfbf it under no inspiration 
ataUl 

But why hare such distinctions been introduced? 
Do they diminish the difficulty of comprehending how 
the inspiration of the Holy ^ost is communicated to 
those who are the subjects of it ? Is it easier to con^- 
oeiYe that a meaning without words should be imparted 
to the mind of man» than that it should be conveyed 
to him in words? Instead of being diminished, the 
difficulty is increased tenfold. But, in either case, we 
haye nothing to do with difficulties; it is a subject 
which we cannot comprehend ; and in whatever way 
the effect is produced, it is our duty to belieye what 
the Holy Scriptures assert^ and not to resort to those 
Tain speculations on the subject by which men darken 
counsel by words without knowledge. Every Christian 
should remember that the view whidi he takes of the 
inspiration of the Scriptures is of the greatest practical 
importance. With what a different feeling must that 
man read the Bible who believes that it is a book 
which partly treats of ^' common and civil affiitirs," and 
partly of ^^ things religious," which is partly the pro- 
duction of GK>d, and partly of men, who w^re somo- 
times directed in one way, sometimes in another, and 
sometimes not directed at all, and that it contains 
certain things unworthy of being considered as a part 
of Divine revelation, — ^from the feeling of the Christian, 
who reads that sacred book under the solemn convic- 
tion that its contents are wholly religious, and that 
0(my word of it is dictated by €(od ! In reading these 
words, Prov. iiL 11, ^^ify wn^ despise not the chas- 
tening of the Lord, neither be weary of his correction," 
how differently must he be affected who reads them as 
addressed to him merely by Solomon, from the man 
who views them as addressed to him by his heavenly 
Father, according to Hebrews xiL 5 I Paul> in that 
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epistle, in making rarious quotations from the Old 

Testament, refers to them expressly as the words of the 

Holj Ghost. As far as distinctions in inspiration are 

admitted, their tendency is to diminish our reverence 

for the Bible, and to exclude as much as possible the 

agency of the Spirit of God in its composition. In 

the same way, men eagerly oppose the doctrine of a 

particular proridence, as one on which it is not ^^prtt- 

dent " to insist, as not '^ necesgary^'* and as ^ attended 

with difficulties;" while they labour to exclude the 

agency of God from the government of the world, and 

from the direction of the course of events, by ascribing 

the whole to the operation of what are called '* the 

laws of nature." 

Dr Doddridge, in his Essay on Inspiration, p. 58, 
af^er desiring the reader to observe, that in very few in- 
stances he has allowed an error in our present copies 
(of the Scriptures), and that, in these few instances, he 
has imputed it to translators — adds, '^ Because, as Mr 
Seed very properly expresses it in his excellent sertMrn 
on this subject, (which, since I wrote the former part 
of this dissertation, fell into my hands), a partial inspir- 
ation is, to all intents and purposes, no inspiration ataU; 
for as he justly argues against the supposition of any 
mixture of error in these sacred toritinys^ mankind 
would be as much embarrassed to know what was in- 
spired^ and what was not^ as they could be to collect a 
religion for themselves; the consequence of which would 
be, that we are left just where tee teere^ and that GOD 
put himself to a great expense of miracles to effect 
nothing at all, — a consequence highly derogatory and 
injurious to his honour." It is not a little remarkable, 
that such sentiments should be so decisively announced 
by one who, in the same work, has ascribed various de* 
grees of inspiration to different parts of the Scriptures ! 
Let this glaring inconsistency be considered by those 
who have followed Dr Doddridge in his un scriptural 
views on the subject. 

It is allowed by Dr Doddridge, that under what is 
called the inspiration of stiyyestion^ *^ the use of our 
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faculties is superseded, and God does as it were speak 
direcUy to the mind; maJcing such discoveries to it as it 
could not otherwise have obtained, and didxxting the 
very words in which these discoyeries are to be com- 
municated to others; so that a person, in what he writes 
from hence, is no other than first the Auditor ^ and then 
(if I may be allowed the expression) the Secretary of 
God ; as John was of our Lord Jesus Christy when he 
wrote from his sacred lips the seven epistles to the 
A siatic churches. And it is no doubt to an inspiration 
of this kind that the book of Revelation owes its origi- 
nal." — {Doddridge on Inspiration^ P* ^l*) Why, then, 
has Dr Doddridge supposed that any other part of the 
Bible was written under an inspiration of a different 
kind ? Where did he learn this ? Was it less neces- 
sary that the epistles which were written to the other 
churches, as " the commandments of the Lord," (1 Cor. 
xiY.37), should be fully inspired, than for those addressed 
to the seven churches of Asia ? or was it requisite that, 
to the book of Revelation, a higher degree of inspiration 
should belong than to the other books of the Holy 
Scriptures ? And where, we are entitled to ask, do the 
Scriptures sanction such distinctions ? But if in no 
part they give to them the smallest countenance, or to 
any thing similar, what right has any man to introduce 
distinctions, and to teach what the Scriptures not only 
have not taught, but the contrary of which they have 
uniformly and explicitly taught? To invent distinctions 
that represent some parts of the Scriptures as half in- 
spired, and others not inspired at all, and as relating to 
things merely civil, is most dishonourable and degrading 
to the Book of God, and deprives Christians of all that 
edification which such passages are calculated to afford. 
Such distinctions, let them be made by whom they may, 
are the ofispring of presumption and folly. 

On the whole, we see the nature of that inspiration 
by which the Prophets and Apostles wrote. The man- 
ner of communicating the revelations might differ. 
Numb. xii. 6, 7, 8. They might be imparted in a vision, 
or in a dream, or by speaking mouth to mouth; but 
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their certainty and authority were liie same. '^ For the 

Jrophecy came not in old time by the will of man, bat 
oly men of God 9pake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost." Neither was it the Apostles who spoke of them* 
selveS) but the Spirit of their Father who spoke in them, 
or by them. Let no man, then, renture to introduce 
distinctions in that inspiration by which the Word of 
God is written, unheard of in that Word, and therefore 
totally unwarranted and uDauthoriaed. It is not for 
men to say, '^ How can these things be ? " No man 
comprehends himself either in soul or body, nor can 
we tell how the one acts upon the other ? And shall 
vain man, who '^ would be wise, though man be bom 
like the wild ass's colt," stumble at, and reject, the de- 
clarations of God concerning that inspiration which be- 
longs to his Word, and by which he makes known his 
pleasure ? '^ The wind bloweth where it listeth, and 
thou hearest the sound thereof but canst not tell whence 
it oometh, and whither it goeth." The Lord is able to 
communicate his will in whateyer way he pleases, al- 
though we cannot trace the manner of his operation, 
Li the words spoken by the ass of Balaam, we have an 
example of his communication, through an unconscious 
and involuntary instrument.* In Balaam himself we 
have an example through one who was conscious, but 
involuntary, in the declaration he made respecting Is* 
rael; in Caiaphas, through one who was voluntary in 
what he said, but unconscious of its import; and in 
the writers of the Scriptures, we have an example of 
agents both voluntary and conscious, but equally actu- 
ated by the Spirit of God. 

> The dictating of that Law which is perfect, every jot 
and tittle of which was to be fulfilled, of those histories 
which were written for the ^^ admonition " of all future 
generations, of the Institutions of that kingdom which 
ift to endure for ever, and of that Word by which all 

* Under which of the kinds of inspiration that have been so in- 
geniously forged, did the ass of Balaam speak ? Was it under th^t 
of SUvcttion t Or shall the truth of the fact be rejected altogetiier. 
because it ia " attended with difficulties ? *» 
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shall be judged, was, and necessarily must have been, 
the work of perfect, that is, of infinite wisdom. Ps. 
xix. 7, " The law of the Lord is perfect" But if cer- 
tain parts of it are the words of men, who wrote merely 
under a superintendence which preserved them from re- 
cording what is false or erroneous, these parts must, 
like their authors, be imperfect. The same would hold 
true respecting all that is supposed to be written under 
an inspiration of elevation, which, whatever it may 
mean, could not be carried beyond that enlargement of 
which the mind of man is capable. The Bible can only 
be perfect, if it be the word of God himself from one 
end to the other. But if the words of the writers of it 
be solely their own words, or be they the words of 
Angels, principalities, or powers, they are imperfect, and 
the Bible is an imperfect book. 

The perfection of the Scriptures is necessary for the 
purpose they were intended to serve. " The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth 
his handiwork." Ps. xix. 1. ^^ By the things that are 
made," God's eternal power and Godhead are clearly 
seen, so as to render men '^ without excuse," Rom. i. 20; 
and there they leave him under condemnation. But 
^^ the law of the Lord U perfect^ converting the soiU : the 
testifnony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. 
The statutes of the Lord are right, r^oidng the heart: 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the 
eyes'* It is not, then, by the works of creation, it is 
not by his dealings towards either holy or fallen angels, 
that the glory of God is fully displayed. This honour 
is reserved for the history of the incarnation of his Son. 
It is here, and only here, that mercy and truth meet 
together, that righteousness and peace embrace each 
other; truth has sprung out of the earth, and righteous- 
ness has looked down from heaven. Here justice and 
judgment are seen to be the habitation of Jehovah's 
throne, and mercy and truth to go before his face. 

^' Drop down, ye heavens, from, above, and let the skies 
pour down righteousness; let the earth open, and let 
them bring forth salvation, and lei righteousness spring 
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up together; I the Lord have created it'* Isa. xlr. 8. 
Here is something far more glorious than all that was 
ever hefore seen in the universe of God I — a righteous- 
ness exalted to absolute perfection, and rendered in- 
finitely glorious by the union of the divine with the 
human nature. God charged his Angels with folly, and 
the heavens are not clean in his sight, but with him 
who wrought this righteousness, he is " well pleased." 

The righteousness of Adam in innocence, or the 
righteousness of Angels in glory, was the righteousness 
of creatures, and therefore a limited righteousness. It 
consisted in the love and service of God, which they 
rendered with all their heart and strength; but further 
it could not go. Their righteousness was available in 
the time only while it continued to be performed, and 
it might cease and be lost. But that righteousness 
which the skies have poured down, is a righteousness 
that is infinite, and that shall never be abolished. Isa. 
li. 6, 8. It is a righteousness that was performed in a 
limited period of time, by Him who is called '* Jehovah 
OUR Righteousness;*' but the glory of it was contem- 
plated from eternity, while its efficacy extends back to 
the fall of man, and forward through all the ages of 
eternity. It is the " everlasting r%ghteousnes9^ which, 
as the prophet Daniel predicted, was brought in by the 
Messiah. It is " the righteoumess of our God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. i. 1 ), of which Noah was a preacher 
(2 Pet. ii. 5), and of which he was an heir (Heb. xi. 7,) 
the ministration of which was committed to the Apostles, 
(2 Cor. iii. 9.) It shall be through eternity the delight 
of the Father, the admiration of angels, and the song 
of the redeemed. 

It is in the Bible that this righteousness is made 
known. In the Bible the gospel is recorded, which is 
the power of God unto salvation, because therein is the 
righteousness of God revealed, Rom. i. 17. The 
Bible contains the record of the eternal purpose of God, 
which he purposed in Christ Jesus, — of the unsearch* 
able riches of Christ, — of the eternal election of Him to 
be the Mediator between God and man, and of the 
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eternal election of his people in Him, — of his incarna- 
tion, humiliation, exaltation, and glory. And ^* inas- 
much as he who hath builded the house hath more 
honour than the house," insomuch is there a higher dis- 
play of the glory of God, in the history contained in the 
Bible, of Him who was " God manifest in the flesh," 
than is afforded in the creation, and the discovery of 
all the other works of God in the universe, animate and 
inanimate, of which Jesus Christ is the Creator and the 
Head. Hence is that preference justified which is 
given to the Bible above them all, *^ Thou hast magni- 
fied thy WORD above all thy naine," The earth and the 
heavens shall perish, — ^'as a vesture shalt thou fold 
them up, and they shall be changed. — But the word of 
the Lord endurethfor ever, A nd this ie the word which 
by the Gospel is preached unto you." 

Such, then, is the perfection of the Bible, for the 
writing of which, the most complete inspiration was 
absolutely indispensable, in order that it should be en- 
tirely the word and the work of God, — in thought, — ^in 
meaning, — ^in style, — ^in expression, — in every part, — in 
the strictest sense, the word or voice of God to man. 
Each part is necessary in its place to complete the whole, 
— and if any one part were wanting, however incon- 
siderable it may appear, that absolute perfection, that 
complete adaptation to the end proposed, which belong 
to the Book of God^ would be destroyed. 

Christians ought to beware of giving up in the 
smallest degree the inspiration of the Bible. That 
precious deposit is now delivered to their keeping, as 
the first portion of it was committed to the Jews. The 
Jews were constituted the "witnesses" of Jehovah, 
(Isa. xliii. 10, 12) ; until the time arrived, when, in his 
sovereign pleasure, he appointed other ^^ witnesses." 
Acts i. 8. The nation of Israel was his peculiar 
treasure, — an holy nation, (Exod. xix. 5, 6) ; till, by 
their final rejection of his Son, they forfeited that title, 
and he gave his vineyard to other husbandmen. Matt, 
zxi. 41. They possessed the peculiar " name " which 
he had conferred on them, till the prophecy concerning 
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it was fulfilled, when it was left '^ for a curse," Isa. Ixt. 
15 ; and when a new name was bestowed on those 
who were henceforward to be acknowledged as the 
people of God. Acts xi. 26 ; 1 Pet. iv. 16. Having 
now become the depositaries of the whole Tolume of in- 
spiration, let Christians regard it with the same un- 
shaken fidelity, with which, before being completed, 
^' the WORDS which the Lord of Hosts hath sent in his 
Spirit by the former prophets'* (Zech. vii. 7, 12), were 
preserved by the Jews* Let them not weaken by vain 
reasonings the impression produced upon their minds 
by the testimony of the Bible itself concerning its full 
inspiration in every part, nor substitute for it a book 
which, in their imagination, is only partially inspired, — 
which oontaias sometimes the words of God, and some- 
times the words of men who spake not as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost, but who were only preserved 
from error, or who wrote ^^ a» any other plain and faiths 
ful men might do," By such sentiments, the offspring 
of philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ, 
has the Bible been degraded, and its high title to the 
designation of ^^ the oracles of God " made void. In 
opposition to these heretical opinions, be they ancient 
or modern, let every disciple of Him whose command 
it is to ^^ search the Scriptures," regard it as a faithful 
saying, and not liable to doubtful interpretations, that 
^'all Scripture is given hy inspiration of God^ and is 
profitable for doctrine^ for reproofs for correctiouyfor »«-» 
struction in righteousness; that the man of God may be 
perfect^ thoroughly furnished unto all good works" 



The testimony to the truth of the Scriptures, which 
arises from their inspiration, is of the strongest kind. 
By presenting themselves as inspired^ they bring the 
truth of their contents to the most decisive test. They 
occupy ground which nothing but truth and perfection 
can enable them to maintain. Could there be found 
in them any thing absurd, or false, or erroneous ; could 
the smallest flaw in the character or doctrine of the 
Author of Salvation ; any degree of weakness, of want 
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of wisdom ; or any contradiction be detected, they mast 
immediately be compelled to relinquish this ground. 
The claim of inspiration is an assertion of the infinite 
importance and incomparable excellency of the matter 
which they contain, as what man, without them, never 
could have discovered ; and also that it is delivered in 
a style suitable to the dignity of what they present. 
They contain many chains of prophecies, as well as 
multitudes of detached predictions, now fulfilling, or 
that have been fulfilled in different ages ; and they defy 
the perspicacity of man to ^Isify a single one of them. 
They assert a number of facts respecting various par- 
ticulars of the creation, the age, and the history of the 
world ; of a general deluge ; of the descent of all man- 
kind from a single pair ; of the primeval condition of 
man, as civilised, and not savage ; of the origin of a 
variety of universal customs, otherwise unaccountable, 
as of sacrifice, and of the division of the time by weeks. 
Yet, after all the severest scrutinies of the most en- 
lightened as well as most inveterate opposers in ancient 
and modern times, not one fact which they assert has 
been disproved. On the contrary, these facts are con- 
stantly acquiring fresh evidence, from various sources. 
The consistency, too, of the doctrine of the several 
writers of Scripture is particularly observable, and 
forms a striking contrast to the discordant opinions, in- 
consistencies, and self-contradictions of the Greek and 
Koman, as well as of modern writers, on almost every 
subject of which they treat. 

Since, then, the Scriptures advance a claim that no- 
thing but their truth could sustain, and which could be 
so easily disproved, if false ; since they are the only 
writings ever published that could bear such a test, 
there is the most demonstrative evidence that they are 
the Word of God. The industry and researches ot 
philosophers have detected error in the noblest pro- 
ductions of ancient wisdom ; but all the light of science, 
throughout all the ages of the world, has not been able 
to discover one single error in the Bible. 
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No. I. p. 129. 

Meaning of the expression — '^ private interpretation.'* 

'* Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of 
any private interpretation^for the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man; hut holy men of Ood spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost" 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. Several 
commentators have affixed a meaning to the concluding words 
in the 20th verse which is altogether erroneous. Parkhurst, 
in his dictionary, calls it a '* difficult passage;" and the Roman 
Catholics have made great use of it to prove that the Scrip- 
tures cannot he understood unless explained by what they 
call the church. The Apostle has, however, himself clearly 
explained, in the 21st verse, what he intends by the expression 
"private interpretation." The word translated interpreta- 
tion, literally signifies the loosing of a knot, or unbinding, 
that is, unfolding. It is rendered '^ declaration," in Martin's, 
and other French translations. The verb from which it is 
derived, which is precisely of the same import, is translated 
" expounded," Mark iv. 34 ; and " determined," Acts xix. 39, 
meaning, as above, unfolded, declared. "Dr Mill," says 
Benson, "hath, in a few words, given the sense of this 

Elace ; ' In writing, the prophet did not interpret, or explain, 
is own mind ; but the mind and will of tne Holy Spirit, 
with which he was inspired.' " " Prophecy comes not," says 
Whitby, " from the prophet's own suggestion, but from the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost. That this is the true sense 
of these words, appears from the Apostle's own interpretation," 
&c. Henry observes, " No Scripture prophecy is of private 
interpretation, or a man's own proper opinion, an explication 
of his own mind, but the revelation of the mind of God. 
This was the difference between the prophets of the Lord 
and the false prophets who have been in the world. The 
prophets of the Lord did not speak or do any thing of their 
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own mind, as Moses, the chief of them, says expressly, Numb, 
xvi. 28, 1 have not done any of the works (nor delivered any 
of the statutes and ordinances) of my own mind. But false 
prophets speak a vision of their own heart, not out of the 
mouth of the Lord, Jer. xxiii. 16." Calvin's exposition of 
these words is as follows : — ** S. Pierre entend que Tficriture 
n'a point este mise en avant par volonte ou mouvement hu- 
main. Car nous ne serons jamais bien disposez pour la lire, 
si nous n*y apportons reverence, obeissance, et docilite. Ou 
la vraye reverence procede de la, quand nous nous proposons 
que c'est Dieu qui parle a nous, & non point des hommes 
mortels. Sainct Pierre done veut principalement qu'on ad- 
jouste foy aux propheties, comme a oracles de Dieu indubita- 
bles : d'autant qu elles ne sont procedees du propre mouve- 
ment des hommes. Et a cela tend ce qu'il adjouste inconti- 
nent, apres ascavoir que les saincts hommes de Dieu ont parlS, 
etans poussez du S. Esprit; et non point prononce d'eux 
mesmes & a leur fantiisie quelque inventions de leur cerveau. 
Brief, il veut dire que la commencement de droite intelligence 
est, quand nous attribuons aux saincts Prophetes, Tauthorit^ 
qui est du a Dieu mesmes." 

In the commentary of Mabets, first professor in theology 
in the university of Groningen, we have the following note 
on the same words, which in his Bible are translated, as in 
the text of Calvin, ^ particuliere declaration" which, he ob- 
serves, signifies " detachement, ou explication : TApotre s'en 
sert ici, ou pour exprimer Texposition et la proposition m^me 
que les Prophetes ont fait de leur propheties, par laquelle ils 
n'ont pas mis en avant ni expose et propose aux hommes, ce 
qu'ils trouvoient bon d'eux memes, mais le conseil de Dieu, 
non pas ce qui procedoit de leur cru par un mouveinent par- 
ticulier, (car ou pouroit ainsi traduire ces mots) mais de I'in- 
spiration de TEsprit de Dieu." On this passage Claude, in 
his letter to Monsieur C. de Paris, le 27 de Juin 1679, ob- 
serves, p. 306 : ** L'Ecriture est la Parole de Dieu, une reve- 
lation surnaturelle. Tout VEcriture, dit Saint Paul, 2 Timo- 
the iii. 16, est divinement inspir^e. A quoi se raporte ce que 
dit Saint Pierre, 2, chap. i. v. 20, 21, Que nulle PropHtie 
de VEcriture n*est de particuliere declaration c'est a dire, que 
les Prophetes n'ont pas explique les Oracles de Tancien Tes- 
tament, de leur propre mouvement, car la prophitie fCa pas 
^ autrefois apport^e par la volonti de Vhomme, mais les 
saints hommes de Dieu ont parli, poussez par le Saint 
Esprit." 
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The following are Extracts on the Verbal Inspiration of 
the SeriptureSf from the Works of Eminent Christian 
writere: — 

iRENJsns, who conversed with Polycarp, the disciple of 
John, and who himself lived but a few years after that Apostle, 
says, " Well knowing that the Scriptures are perfect, as dic» 
tatedy or spoken, by the Word of God, and his Spirit, a heavy 
punishment awaits those who add to, or take from, the Scrip- 
tures. But we follow the one and only true God, as our 
teacher ; and having his words as a rule of truth, do always 
speak the same things concerning the same things." 

To the same purpose, Origen, born in the second century, 
speaks of it as a common opinion, " That the sacred books are 
not writings of men, but have been written and delivered to 
us from the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, by the will of the 
Father of all things, through Jesus Christ." And again, 
•* The sacred Scriptures come from the fulness of the Spirit ; 
so that there is nothing in the prophets, or the law, or the 
eospel, and the epistles, which descends not from the Divine 
Majesty," — "one and the same Spirit proceeding from the 
one God, teaching the like things in the Scriptures written 
before the coming of Christ, and in the gospels and apostles." 
" For my part, I believe that not one jot or tittle of the 
divine instructions is in vain." "Let us come daily to the 
wells of the Scriptures, the waters of the Holy Spirit, and 
there draw and carry home a full vessel." — Lardner, voL ii. 
172, 488, 495. 

" It is asked, If in writing, they (the sacred writers) were 
so acted upon and inspired by the Holy Spirit, both as to the 
things themselves, and as to the words, that they were free 
from all error, and that their writings are truly authentic 
and divine ? The adversaries deny this. We affirm it." 

"Scripture proves itself divine from its style; Divine 
Majesty shining not less from the simplicity than the gravity 
of its diction." 

" Nor can it easily be believed that God, who has dictated 
and inspired all ana the very words, to men divinely inspired, 
has not taken care also about the preservation of them all."* 

* Institutio TheologiflB Frahoibco Turrrtino, vol. i. p 70.—*' QusBiitiir 
—An in scribendo ita acti et inspirati fuerint a Spiritu Saiicto, (scriptores 
Bacri), et quoad res ipsag, et quoad verba, ut ab omni errore immones foe- 
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''But God has instituted the Scripture, partly by reveila-^ 
tion, which has been accomplished, 1. By writing^ as was 
shown in the giving of the law. 2. By commandinqy that 
it might be written. Deot. xxxi. 19; Rev. i. 19. 3. By tn- 
gpiring, 2 Tim. iii. 16, that is, by suggesting the things thai 
were to be written^ and infallibly directing the writing ; so 
fully, that in all things, whether relating to matters of doc- 
trine or of fact, he not only inspired the things themselves, 
but has even dictated the very words, partly by ccmonizationy' 
&c. * 

" The Scripture is principally caOed the Word of God, en 
account of the infallible inspiration which belongs to it — ^to the 
words equally as to the things, in which, therefore, nothing 
irrelevant occurs, although God has wisely accommodated 
himself to the style of each of the amanuenses in writing, as 
to the sound of the voice in speaking." t 

Cai«vin, in his Commentary on 2 Tim. iiL 16, says, " To 
show the authority (of Scripture) he (Paul) says, that t^ is 
divinely inspired. For if it be so, without contradiction men 
ought to receive it with reverence. And this is the principle 
which distinguishes our religion from all others, namely, that 
we know that God hath spoken to us, and are fully assured that 
the prophets have not spoken from themselves, but as organs 
and instruments of the Holy Spirit, and that they have solely 
announced what they had received from on high. Whoever, 
then, would profit by the Holy Scriptures, let him first decide 
this within himself, that the Law and the Prophets are not a 
doctrine which has been given according to the desire or will 

rint, et scrxpta ipsorum vere sint anthentica et dirina ? Adrersarii negant; 
noB affirmamus." 

*' Scriptnra geipBam divinam probat — ex darte ityli; Divina Majesttu^ 
non minus ex nmplicitate quam gravitate dictionia elucens." — Page 7 1 . 

"Nee fitcile credi potest, Deum, qui omnia et singula verba yiris ^imt- 
Murrcff dictavitet iDspiravit, de onmibus etiam conservandis non curasse.** 
—Page 80. 

• Theologia, &c., Pbtro Van Mastricht, toI. i. p. 21, sect. 19. — " Con- 
didit autem Deus scripturam : partim rfvHalione, quae peracta est, 1 . 
Scribendo, ut in decalogo consplcnum. 2. Mandando, ut scriberetur, 
Deut. xxxi. 19; Apoc. i. 19. 3. Inspirando, 2 Tim. iii. \9.fh. e., sugger- 
endo tcribendii, et infitllibiliter dirigendo geript4onem. Usque adeo, ut in 
omnibus, sive injure versentur, sive in facto; non solum res ipsas inspira- 
▼erit, sed etiam singula verba dictarit : partim etmonixatione/' &c. 

t JoHAvms Marckii Theologiae Medulla, &c. — ** Scriptura vtf^um Dei 
prsecipue dtcitiir ob inaptrationeminfaUibUemt 2 Tim. iii. 16; 2 Pet. i. 20, 
21, quee pertinet— ad v*-rha denique aque quam ad res, in quibus proinde 
nihil inepti occurrit ; etiamsi singulorum Amanuensium stylo prudenter 
Deus se accommodaverit in scribendo, seque quam rocissono in loquendo.'* 
—Pages J 2 and 13, sect. 5. 
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of men, but dictated by the Holy Spirit. If any object. How 
can we know this? the answer is, that God declares and 
manifests that he is the author of it as much to the disci^es 
as to the teachers, by the revelation of that same Spirit. For 
Moses and the Prophets have not given forth at random 
what we have as written by them; but inasmuch as they 
spoke^ bein^ impelled (poussez) by God, they have witnessed 
boldly, and without any fear, that which was true^ that it 

was the mouth of God who had spoken Observe 

from the first member (of this verse) that the same reverence 
that we have for God is due also to the Scripture, because 
it has proceeded from him alone, and has nothing of man 
mixed with it."* 

*' The Holy Spirit made use of the pens of the Evangelists, 
and of the Apostles, for the writings of the New Testament, 
as he had formerly made use of those of Moses and the Pro* 
phets for the Old. He furnished them with the occasions 
for writing. He gave them the desire, the power to do it. 
The matter, the form, the order, the economy, the expressionSf 
are of his immediate inspiration, and of his direction." f 

" If you understand, that the Prophets and the Apostles 
have not been instruments purely passive — instruments im* 
pelled by inspiration, in all respects ; and that, on the con* 

• ** Pour monstr er 1' auth orit#, il dit qn'eU? ett inspire Dipinememt, Car 
si aiosi est, sans aucun contredit les horomes la doyaet recevoir en rever- 
ence. Et o'est le principe, qui discerne notre religion de toutes aatrea, 
escaroir que nous soavons que Dieu a parI6 a nous, et sommes certidne- 
xnent asseur^ que les Proph^tcs n'ont pas parl€ de leur propre sens. 
•Mais comme nrganes et instrumens du S. Esprit, qu'ils ont seulement an- 
nonc€ ce qu'ils avoyent receu d'enhaut. Quiconque done voudra pron- 
fiter ens sainctes Escritures, qu'il arreste premterement ceci en soy 
mesme, que la Loy et les Prophetes ne sont point rue doctrine qui ait 
este donnee a I'appetit ou la rolont6 des honimes, mais dict^ par )e Sanct 
Esprit. Si on objecte, d'o^ o'est qu'on pourra scavoir cela ; Je respon que 
Dieu declare et ntanifeste qu'il est authenr di'celle tant aux disciples qu'aa 
docteurs, par la revelation de ce mesme Esprit. Car Moyse et les Pro> 
pbetes n'ont point a la volee mis en lumiere ce que nous avons par escrit 
de leur main, mais d'autant qu'ils parloyent estans pousses de Dieu, lis 
ont tesmoigne' hardtment et sans aucune crainte ce qui estoit veritable, 

que c'estoit la bouche de Dieu qui avoit parle Voyla la premier 

membre, que telle reverence que nous portons a Dieu, est dene aussi a 
I'Escritnre, pource qu'elle est procedee de luy seul, et n'ha riea de 
I'homme mesle aveo soy." 

t Claudb. — Posthumous Works, vol. Iv. p. 228. — **Le Saint Esprit 
s'est servi de la plume des Evangelistes et des Apdtres pour les ecritures 
da Nouveau Testament, oomme il s'etoit autre fois servi de celles de 
Moysf et des Prophetes pour TAnden. II leur fourni les occasions 
d'eerire, il leur en a donne le desir et les forces. La matiere, la forme, 
I'ordre, I'cBconomie, les expressions sont de son inspiration immediate ek 
de sa direction." 
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trary, they have been in&truments acting by a power which 
belong'ed to them, like other second causes, I maintain that 
it is false. They were no more than simply organs whom 
the Holy Spirit made use of to write, having done nothing, 
in what respects their part, but formed the letters and the 
characters of the Scriptures, under the conduct of the same 
Spirit, for as to all the other things, the Holy Spirit hath 
hunself dictated to them." * 

HooKER,'in his first sermon on Jude, says, *' God, which 
lightened thus the eyes of their understanding, giving them 
knowledge by unusual and extraordinary means, did also 
miraculously himself frame and fashion their words and writ- 
ings, insomuch that a greater difference there seemeth not to 
be between the manner of their knowledge, than there is be- 
tween the manner of their i^peech and ours But 

' God hath made my mouth like a sword,* saith Isaiah. And 
* we have received/ saith the Apostle, * not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit which is of Ood, that we might know 
the things which are given to us of God, which things also we 
speak, not in words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost doth tea^h.* This is that which the Pro- 
phets mean by those books written full, within and without ; 
which books were so often delivered them to eat, not because 
God fed them with ink and paper, but to teach us, that so 
oft as he employed them in this heavenly work, they neither 
spake nor wrote any word of their own, but uttered syllable 
by syllable as the Spirit put it into their mouths, no other- 
wise than the harp or the lute doth give a sound according 
to the discretion of his hands that holdeth and striketh it 
with skill. The difference is only this: An instrument, 
whether it be a pipe or harp, maketh a distinction in the 
times and sounds, which distinction is well perceived of the 
hearer, the instrument itself understanding not what is piped 
or harped. The Prophets and holy men of God not so. * / 
opened my mouth,* saith Ezechiel, * and God reached me a 
scrouL Son of man, cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy 

* " Si vous entendez, que lea Frophetes et les Apdtres n'ont pas 6te des 
instrumens purement passifs; des instrumens poussez par des inspira- 
tions, dans tuutes les manieres: and qu'au contraire, ils ont et^ des in- 
atrumena a^issana par une vertu que leur f&t propre, comme sont les 
autres causes secondes, je soutiens que cela est faux : ils n'ont ete sim- 
plement que les organes dont le Saint Esprit s'est servi pour 6crire n'ay- 
snt pour ce qui les regarde, que form6 les lettres et les caracteres de 
TEcriture sous U conduite du mSine Esprit, car pour toutes les autres 
eboses, le Saint Esprit les a dict^s immediatementluimSme."— ClIuos's 
Letiret, p. 653. 
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botvels with this I give thee. I eat, and it was sweet hi 
my mouth as hxmty^ saith the Prophet. Yea sweeter, I am 
persuaded, than either honey or the honey-comh. For here- 
in they were not like harps or lutes, but they felt, they felt 
the power and strength of their own words. When they 
spake of our peace, every corner of their hearts was filled 
with joy. When they prophesied of mournings, lamentations, 
and woes to fall upon us, they wept in the bitterness and in- 
dignation of spirit, the arm of the Lord being mighty and 
strong upon them." 

In the dedication of Hooker's Sermon of Mr Henry Jack- 
son to Mr George Summaster, Principal of Broad-Gates Hall, 
in Oxford, the former says, '* Sir — Your kind acceptance of 
a former testification of that respect I owe you, hath made 
me venture to show the world these Godly Sermons under 
your name. In which, as every point is worth observation, 
so some especially are to be noted. The first, that, as the 
spirit of Prophecy is from God himself, who doth inwardly 
heat and enlighten the hearts and minds of his holy penmen 
(which if some would diligently consider, they would not 
puzzle themselves with the contentions of ^eoU, and. Thom/u, 
whether God only, or his ministering spiritSt do infuse into 
men's minds prophetical revelations, per species intelligibUeSy') 
so God framed their words also. Whence the holy father 
St Augustine religiously observeth. That all those that under- 
stand the sacred writers, will also perceive that they ought 
not to use other words than they did, in expressing those 
heavenly mysteries which their hearts conceived, as the Blessed 
Virgin did our Saviour, by the Holy Ghost." — Hooker's 
Works, 1662, pp. 283, 284. 

Boyle, in his " Considerations touching the Style of the 
Holy Scriptures," every where asserts that God is the author 
of the Scriptures, and the writers no more than his secretaries, 
as page 17. He calls the Holy Ghost " the writer of the 
Scriptures, and the method of the Scriptures the Holy Ghost's 
way of writing," p. 66. " The inspired writers had their 
pens guided by an omniscient Hand, and were but the several 
secretaries of the same Enditer," p. 76. " We are not to be- 
lieve that so divine an Enditer, by secretaries," &c. p. 79. 
•*The prophetic spirit that endited them," (the Scriptures,) 
p. 81. Boyle calls God the author of the Scriptures, p. 122 ; 
and next page he calls the Bible '^ a book published by an 
omniscient Enditer." The Scriptures are " God's dictates," 
p. 125. << Amongst the thirteen articles of the Jewish creed. 
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one acknowledges the rery expressions of the Law (or Pen- 
tatench) to have been inspired by God," pp. 128, 129. " He 
Youchsaies to speak to tM in almost as glorious a manner as he 
did to Moses,* p. 133. And speaking against profaneness, 
as it relates to the Scriptures, he says, ** And perhaps passing 
to the impudence of perverting inspired expressions," p. 178. 
Dr OWBN, in his Exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
Exercitation L, expresses himself as follows: "And thus, 
not this or that part, but (2 Timothy iii. 16) all Scripture was 
given by inspiration. And herein all the parts or books of it 
are absolutely equal. And in the going out of the whole, 
(2 Pet. i. 2l), holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost. So that whatever different means God at 
any time might make use of, in the communication of his 
mind and will unto any of die prophets or penmen of the 
Scripture, it was this divine inspiration, and being acted by 
the Holy Ghost both as to things and words, that rendered 
them infallible revealers of him unto the church. And thus 
the foundation of the canonical authority of the books of the 
Scripture is absolutely the same in and unto them all, with- 
out the least variety either from any difference in kind or 



Dr Owen, in his book " Of the Divine Original, with the 
authority i »df-emdencing power, and light of the Holy Scrip- 
tures "pp. 5, 10, says : " The various ways of special Revelation, 
by DreamSf Visions, Audible Voices, Inspirations, with that 
peculiar one of the Lawgiver, under the Old Testament, 
called face to face, Exod. xxxiii. 11, Deut. xxxiy. 10, and 
Numbers xii. 8, with that which is compared with it, and ex- 
alted above it, Heb. i. 1, 2, 3, in the New, by the Son, fro^n 
the bosom of the Father, John i. 17, 18, are not of my present 
consideration, all of them belonging to the manner of the 
thing inquired after, not the thing itself. 

^ By the assertion, then, laid down of God speaking in the 
prophets of old, from the beginning to the ena of that long 
tract of time, consisting of 1000 years, wherein he gave out 
the writings of the Old Testament; two things are ascer- 
tained unto us, which are the foundation of our present dis- 
course. 

" 1 . That the Laws they made known, the Doctrines they de- 
livered, the Instructions they gave, the Stories they recorded, 
the Promises oi Christ, the Prophecies of gospel times they gave 
out, and revealed, were not their own, not conceived in their 
Mindsy not formed by their Reasonings, not retained in their 
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Memories from what they had heard, not by any means be- 
forehand comprehended by them, 1 Pet. i. 10, 11, but were 
all of them immediately^ from God : there bdog only a pa«8iTe 
concurrence of their rational faculties in their reception, with- 
out such active obedience, as by any law thcnr might be ob- 
liged unto. Hence, 2dly, Ood was so tuith them, and by the 
Holy Ghost so spake in them, as to their receiving of the word 
from him, and their delivering of it unto others by speaking or 
writing, as that they were not themselves enabled by any 
habitual Zt^^<,'knowledge, or conviction of Truth, to declare 
his Mind and Will, but only acted as they were immediately 
moved by him. Their Tongue in what they said, or their 
Hand in what they wrote, was no more at their disposal, than 
the Pen is in the hand of an expert Writer. 

** Hence, as far as their own Personal concernments, as 
Saints and Believers, did lie in them, they are said to make a 
diligent inquiry into, and investigation of, the things which 
the Spirit of Christ that spake in themMlves did signify, 
1 Pet. i. 10, 11. Without t^w, though their Visions were 
express, so that in them their eyes were said to be open. 
Numb. xxiv. 3, 4; yet they understood them not. There- 
fore, also, they studied the Writings and Prophecies of one 
another, Dan. ix. 2. Thus they attained a saving, useful, 
habitual knowledge of the Truths delivered by themselves and 
others, by the Illumination of the Holy Ghost through the 
Study of the Word, even as we. Psalm cxix. 104. But as to 
the receiving of the word from God, as God spake in them, 
they obtained nothing by Study or Meditation, by inquiry or 
reading. Amos vii. 16. Whether we consider the matterlor 
manner of what they received and delivered, or their receiv- 
ing and delivering of it, they were but as an instrument of 
Music, givine a sound according to the hand, intention, and 
skill of him that strikes it. 

'* This is variously expressed. Generally it is said the word 
was to this or that Prophet, which we have rendered, the 
word came unto them. £zek. i. S. It came expressly. It 
had a subsistence given unto it, or an effectual in-being, by the 
Spirit's entering mto him, ii. 2. Now this coming of the 
word unto them had oflentimes such a greatness and expres- 
sion of the majesty of God upon it, as it filled them with dread 
and reverence of him, Hab. iii. 16, and also greatly affected 
even their outward man. Dan. viii. 27. But this dread and 
terror (which Satan strove to imitate, in his filthy Tripodes,) 
was peculiar to the Old Testament, and belonged to the 
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paedagogie thereof. Heb. xii. 18, 19» 20, 21. The Spirit, in 
the declaration of the New Testament, gave out his mmd and 
will in a way of more liberty and glory. 2 Cor. iii. The eas- 
pressness and immediacy of revelation was the same; but the 
manner of it related more to that glorious liberty in fellowship 
and communion with the Father, whereunto believers had 
then an access provided them by Jesus Christ. Heb. ix. 8. 
ch. z. 19, 20; ch. xii. 23, 24. So our Saviour tells his 
apostles. Matt. x. 20, You are not the speakers of what you 
deliver, as other men are, the figment and imagination of 
whose hearts are the fountain of all that they speak ; and he 
adds this reason, Tfie Spirit of the Father (is) he that speaketh 
in you. Thus the word that came unto them, was a hook 
which they took tn, and gave out without any alteration of 
one tittle or syllable. £zek. ii. 8, 9, 10; ch. iii. 3; Revela- 
tions X. 9, 10, 11. 

<* Moreover, when the word was thus come to the Pro- 
phets, and God had spoken in them, it was not in their power 
to conceal it, the hand of the Lord being strong upon them. 
They were not now only on a general account to utter the truth 
they were made acquainted withal, and to speak the things 
they had heard and seen, which was their common preaching 
work according to x)[ie analogic of what they had received, Acts 
iv. 20; but also the very individual words that they had re- 
ceived were to be declared. When the word was comje to 
them, it was as SLJire within them, that must be delivered, or 
it would consume them. Psal. xxxix. 3; Jer. xx. 9; Amos 
iii. 8; vii. 15, 16. So Jonah found his attempt to hide the 
word that he had received to be altogether vain." 

EsTius, in his commentary on the words, *' All Scripture 
ie given by inspiration of God," says, '* It is rightly and most 
truly concluded from this place, that all the sacred and can- 
onical Scripture is written by the dictate of the Holy Spirit, 
in such a manner certainly that not only the sentiments, but 
also the particular words, and the order of the words, (verba 
singula et verborum ordo,) and all the arrangement, is from 
God speaking as by himself, for this is the meaning of the ex- 
pression, that Scripture is divinely inspired." The theolo- 
g^ians in the University of Douay, in which Esiius taught 
theology, had made a decree of the above tenor, directly con- 
demning Simon's opinion on the subject, and the leather 
Jesuits of Louvain. Here, then, is the decree of a whole 
University in support of the verbal inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. These Douay divines declared that they had examined 



164 APPENDIX. 

the propositions of the Jesuits of Loavain, by order of the 
Archbisnop of Gambray and of Melines^ and of the Bishop of 
Ghent. 

" The words of the Lord are pure words; as silver tried 
in a furnace of earth, purif4id seven times.** Psalm xiL 6. 
In reference to this passage, Bishop Jewell observes : ^ There 
is no sentence, no clause, no word, no syllable, no letter, but 
it is written for thy instruction; there is not one jot, but it 
is sealed and signed with the blood of the Lamb. Our ima- 
ginations are idle, our thoughts are vain; there is no idleness, 
no vanity in the word of God." 



The above extracts are not given in the way of 
authority; on such a subject no authority except that of 
the Scriptures is admissible. They are introduced in 
opposition to the assertions of those who speak as if the 
verbal inspiration of the Bible was a novel doctrine. 
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No. III. 



TEXTS QUOTED OR ILLUSTRATED. 



Pace 

Exodus It. 11, 12; zix. 9, 127 

Exodus xix. 5, 6, . . 151 

LeTiticus xxvi. 46, . 123 

Numbers xii. 6-8, . . 147 

NumbersxiL 35,38, . 128 

Deuteronomy iy. 2, xii. 32, 142 

Deuteronomy It. 2, vi. 6, 127 

Deuteronomy xi 18, . 128 

Deuteronomy xviii. 18, . 134 

Deuteronomy XTiii. 20, . 44 

Deuteronomy xx. 6, . Ill 

2 Samuel xxiii. 2, . . 129 

1 Kings XTii. 24, . . 128 

2 Chronicles xxxyl.l2, 21, 22, 129 
Nehemiah ix. 30, . . 129 
Job xxxii. 8, . . . 92 
Psalm xix. 1-7, . . 149 
Proverbs iii. ] L, . . 145 
Proverbs XXX. 5, 6, . 142 
Ecclesiastes xii. 10, . 95 
Isaiah i. 2, ... 129 
Isaiah xliii. 10, . . 33 
Isaiah xliii. 12, . . 151 
Isai&hxlY. 8, . . 150 
Isaiah xlix. 2, li. 16, lix. 21, 134 
Isaiah Ix. 15, . . 152 
Jeremiah i. 1, 2, 9, y. 14, 

zxx. 2, ... 129 

Jeremiah xxiiL 25, 31, . 130 

Jeremiah xxiii. 25, 28-30, 44 

Ezekiel iii. 4, 10, 11, . 129 

Ezekiel xiii. 3-7, 9, . 44 

Ezekiel xxil 28^ . . 40 

Ezekiel xxxiy. 18, . 43 

Ezekiel xlyii. 8, 9, . 53 

Daniel x. 31, . . 126 

Daniel xii. 8, . . 144 



Hosea i. 1, 2, 
Micah iii. 2, . 
Zechariah yii. 7, 12, 
Maiachi iy. 4, 
Matthew i. 22, ii. 15, xxii 
Matthew x. 40, xix. 28, 
Matthew xi. 25, 
Matthew xyi. 19, xyiii. 

xxyiii. 19, 20, . 
Matthew xxi. 41, . 
Mark x. 50, . 
Mark xii. 46, 
Mark xiii. 11, 
Luke i. 70, xii. 12, xxi. 
Luke i. 70, 
John iy. 39, . 
John yiii. 26, 28, xii. 49 

xiv. 10, xvii. 8, 14, 
John X. 35, . 
John xii. 48, xx. 20, 
John xiy. 26, 
John xyi. 13, xx. 21, 
Acts i. 8, . 
Acts i. 8. ii. 4, iy. 31, 
Acts i. 16, ii. 31, xiii. 

xxyiii. 25, . 
Acts iii. 21, . 
Acts iy. 25, . 
Acts yii. 38, . 
Acts xi. 26, . 
Acts xy. 24, 28, 
Romans i. 2, ix. 25 
Romans i. 17, 
Romans i. 20, 
Romans iii. 2, 
Romans xiy. 21 , 
Romans xy. 25, 



15. 



Page 
129 

126 
152 
143 
43, 132 
136 
114 



18, 



50, 



21, 



135 
161 
138 
132 
128 
138 
132 
84 

134 
130 
136 
138 
139 
151 
139 

132 
138 
134 
81 
151 
142 
133 
150 
149 
132 
107 
133 
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TEXTS (QUOTED OB ILLUSTRATED. 



Fagt 
Romans xri. 25, 26, . 140 
1 Cormthians iL 7» vii. 17, 

xiy. 36, ... 141 
I Corinthians ii. 9, 10, 13, 16, 140 
1 Corinthians iy. 9-11, . 110 
1 Corinthians ▼. 4, viL 6, 100 
1 Corinthians viii. 8, . 101 
1 Corinthians iz. 18, . 109 
1 Corinthians xiy. 37, . 102 
1 Corinthians ziv. 13-28, 139 

1 Corinthians xy. 27, 28, 130 

2 Corinthians ii. 10, xiu. 2, 3, 141 
2 Corinthians ii. 5, . 137 
2 Corinthians iii. 9, . 150 
2 Corinthians xi. 17, . 102 
2 Corinthians xiii. 3, . 138 
Ghilatians i. 8, . . 140 
Galatians iii. 16, . . 130 
Ephesians iii. 4, . . 141 
Ephesians iii. 10, . . 124 
Ephesians iy. 8, • . 133 
Ephesians iy. ll, . . 116 
Ephesians yi. 17, • • 144 
Philippians ii. 27, . . 108 
1 Thessalonians ii. 13, iy. 8, 142 
1 Thessalonians iy. 8, . 102 



1 Timothy iy. 3, . 

1 Timothy y. 23, . 

2 Timothy i. 13, . 
2 Timothy iU. 15, 16, 
2 Timothy iii. 16, . 
2 Timothy iy. 13, . 
Hebrews i. 1, 
Hebrews i. 7. 8, iii. 7, x. 
Hebrews ii. 8, 
Hebrews iy. 12, 
Hebrews y. 7, 12, . 
Hebrews xi. 7, 
Hebrews xii. 27, . 
1 Peter i.lJ, 
1 Peter i. 12, 23, 25, 

1 Peter iy. 16, 
2Peteri. 1, , 

2 Peter i. 19. 
2 Peter L 20, 21, . 
2 Peter iii 1, 2, . 
2 Peter iii. 2, 
Reyelations i. 16, 
Reyelations xxi. 8, 
Reyelations xxii. 18, 
Reyelations xxii. 18, 19, 



16, 



Pmv 

108 
103 
140 
133 

93 
103 
134 
133 
130 
144 

93 
150 
131 
133 
142 
152 
150 
102 
133 
144 
131 
134 
143 

54 
144 



THB END. 



BDurannaH : pbistbd bt JOHHSTom ijn> HuimB, high stbut. 



